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Committed to Kartarpur 
corridor, says Amit Shah 

NEW DELHI 

Union Home Minister Amit 


Shah on Saturday said the 
Modi government was 
committed to completing the 
Kartarpur Sahib corridor 
within the stipulated time. 
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Chinmayanand case: girl's 
parents headed for Delhi 

SHAHJAHANPUR 

Following the Supreme Court 
directions, a Delhi Police 
team arrived here on 
Saturday to take the parents 
of a law student, who was 
allegedly sexually harassed 
by BJP leader Chinmayanand, 
to meet her in Delhi. 
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Over 19 lakh excluded from final NRC 


Those excluded from the list have 120 days to file appeals before Foreigners’ Tribunals in Assam 


RAHU L KARMAKAR 

GUWAHATI 

More than 19 lakh of the 3.3 
crore applicants have been 
left out of Assam’s final Na¬ 
tional Register of Citizens 
(NRC), which was published 
on Saturday, concluding a 
five-year. Supreme Court- 
monitored exercise that cost 
H,220 crore. 

Updating the NRC to sift 
Indians from illegal immi¬ 
grants, believed to have 
come mostly from Bangla¬ 
desh, has been a 40-year-old 
demand that started in 1980 
during the anti-foreigners’ 
Assam Agitation. The 1985 
Assam Accord ending that 
agitation had incorporated 
this demand and prescribed 
1971 as the base year for de¬ 
tecting and deporting fo¬ 
reigners in the State. 

The final version of the 
NRC contains the names of 
3,11,21,004 of the total of 
3,30,27,661 people who had 
applied for inclusion in the 
document. The 19,06,657 pe¬ 
ople excluded make up 
46.39% of the 41.09 lakh peo¬ 
ple who were left out of the 
draft list published on July 
30, 2018, and an additional 
list a year later. 

Officials said those exclud¬ 


ed cannot technically be 
called foreigners as they 
have legal options to chal¬ 
lenge their exclusion from 
the NRC. Each of them has 
120 days to appeal before the 
Foreigners’ Tribunals, which 
in turn have six months to 
dispose of the cases. The ap¬ 
pellants can thereafter ap¬ 
proach the Gauhati High 
Court and the Supreme 
Court to establish their citi¬ 
zenship with proper docu¬ 
ments or end up in detention 
camps for foreigners. 

State-specific 

Releasing the final data, NRC 
Coordinator Prateek Hajela 
said the process of the NRC 
update in Assam differs from 
the rest of the country and is 
governed by rules framed as 
per the cut-off date of March 
24,1971, enshrined in the As¬ 
sam Accord. “Updating the 
NRC was a mammoth exer¬ 
cise involving about 52,000 
Assam government officials 
working for a prolonged pe¬ 
riod,” he said. 
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THE BIG Future tense: A woman, with documents in one hand and her baby in the other, 
COUNT going to check the final NRC list in Morigaon district on Saturday. - ritu raj konwar 



Objections received 
against those in 
draft NRC published 
on July 30, 2018 

1.87 lakh 


Total applicants 

3.3 crore 


Included in final NRC 

3.11 crore 



19,06,657 

People excluded from 
the list released on 

August 31,2019 


Did not reapply among 
those excluded 


3.95 lakh 


Documents 

processed 

60 crore 


OVER THE YEARS 


December 2013: 

Preparatory work for 
NRC update begins 

May 2015: Process of 
receiving application 
forms starts 

December 31,2017: 

First part of NRC draft 
published 


July 30,2018: Complete 
draft of NRC published; 
Four crore people 
excluded 

June 26,2019: Second 
exclusion list with 
1,02,462 names published 

August 31,2019: 

Final NRC published 


How India armed the 
Northern Alliance 

Former envoy has a word of caution 
on Delhi’s role in a post-U.S. Kabul 


V. SUD ARSHAN 

CHENNAI 

India must not commit the 
error of placing Indian 
troops on Afghan soil, says 
the diplomat who coordi¬ 
nated New Delhi’s secret 
military assistance to Ah¬ 
mad Shah Massoud, the 
military commander of the 
Northern Alliance, who 
fought the Taliban and U.S. 
forces till his assassination 
in 2001. 


SPECIAL 


For four years, between 
1996 and 2000, till he left 
the Tajik capital Dushanbe 
to take up his new posting. 
Ambassador Bharath Raj 
Muthu Kumar coordinated 
military and medical assis¬ 
tance that India was se¬ 
cretly giving to Massoud 
and his forces. 

It all began, says Mr. 
Muthu Kumar, exactly a 
week after September 26, 
1996, when the Taliban, 
backed by Pakistan’s Inter- 
Services Intelligence (ISI), 
took over Kabul, shot 


5^1 

\ 

Ahmad Shah Massoud, 
the commander of the 
Northern Alliance, -afp 

former President Najibul- 
lah dead, castrated him, 
and hung his body from a 
lamp post. Hours before 
that happened, Indian Em¬ 
bassy staff members 
scrambled into the last 
plane out of a country that 
had begun its descent into 
hell. 

Amrullah Saleh, who 
looked after Kabul’s inter¬ 
ests in the Tajik capital, 
called Mr. Muthu Kumar to 
inform him that the “Com¬ 
mander” would like to 
meet him. 

'LISTEN CAREFULLY' ► PAGE 10 


Investigation ordered into 
uranium contamination 


Tiwari rakes up Delhi NRC again 

State BJP chief says he would broach matter with Amit Shah 


A.P. CM orders action on complaints 


STAFF REPORTER 

VIJAYAWADA 

The Andhra Pradesh go¬ 
vernment has ordered a full- 
fledged inquiry into a num¬ 
ber of complaints about 
groundwater pollution 
caused by the uranium min¬ 
ing and processing project 
of the Uranium Corporation 
of India Limited (UCIL) at 
Tummalapalle in Vemula 
mandal of Kadapa district. 

Chief Minister Y. S. Jagan- 
mohan Reddy reviewed the 
situation on Friday and di¬ 
rected the officers to look in¬ 
to the complaints. The go¬ 
vernment asked the Andhra 
Pradesh Pollution Control 
Board (APPCB) to set up a 
committee of experts which 
would visit the tailings pond 
where the wastage from the 
UCIL facility is stored. 

The committee would 
comprise scientists and se¬ 
nior officials of the National 


Geophysical Research Insti¬ 
tute, the Atomic Energy Reg¬ 
ulatory Board, the Mines 
and Geology, Groundwater 
and Agriculture Depart¬ 
ments of the State govern¬ 
ment and the IIT-Tirupati as 
members. It will submit a re¬ 
port in 10 days. 

Ever since uranium was 
discovered at this remote 
village and the mining of ore 
and processing began, resi¬ 
dents of six to seven villages 
around the site have been 
complaining of contamina¬ 
tion of groundwater. There 
were reports of people fall¬ 
ing ill and damage to crops. 

The constitution of the 
committee came after Kada¬ 
pa MP Y.S. Avinash Reddy 
and K. Babu Rao, a former 
scientist of the Indian Insti¬ 
tute of Chemical Technolo¬ 
gy, raised the issue. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 10 


JATIN ANAND 

NEW DELHI 

Delhi BJP chief Manoj Tiwari 
on Saturday reiterated his de¬ 
mand for an exercise similar 
to Assam’s National Register 
of Citizens in the Capital. 
While the country, he said, 
was always willing to wel¬ 
come those seeking refuge in 
it legally, “it would not toler¬ 
ate infiltrators”. 

The North East Delhi MP 
argued that an NRC exercise 
was necessary in Delhi to ad¬ 
dress issues ranging from 
prevention of possible terror 
plots to reining in street 
crimes, drug trafficking, en¬ 
hancing women’s safety and 
checking “encroachment of 
both land and rights meant 
for legal citizens by illegal 
outsiders”. 

“Our city is sitting on sev¬ 
eral possible terror plots 
which could be hatched by 
any of the 10 to 12 lakh illegal 
immigrants currently resid¬ 
ing in it. An exercise like the 



Manoj Tiwari 


NRC has become necessity 
not only in the interest of Del¬ 
hi but also for the security of 
the entire country,” Mr. Tiwa¬ 
ri said, adding that he would 
broach the matter with Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah. 

Wait and watch 

“As far as the timing of the ex¬ 
ercise in Delhi is concerned, 
things will become clearer as 
the exercise reaches its con¬ 
clusion in Assam; in the 
meantime, I would like to ask 
colleagues from all political 
parties, including Chief Mi¬ 
nister Arvind Kejriwal, to 


make their stand on the issue 
known,” the BJP leader said. 

He said that illegal Bangla¬ 
deshis and Rohingya refugees 
were depriving citizens of 
their rights and “exploiting 
the resources of Delhi”. 

At a rally in September last 
year, Mr. Tiwari had an¬ 
nounced that the BJP govern¬ 
ment would initiate the NRC 
process in Delhi and “take ac¬ 
tion against infiltrators”. 

“I firmly believe that illegal 
migrants in Delhi are depriv¬ 
ing locals of rights and oppor¬ 
tunities whether these be re¬ 
lated to Central government 
schemes such as the provi¬ 
sion of housing, employment 
and health facilities,” he said. 

“After the preparation of 
NRC, Delhi will change for the 
better and the people entitled 
to basic amenities of high 
standard will get them. All 
political parties should unite 
on the issue of NRC because it 
is a question of internal and 
economic security,” he said. 


Errant drivers, beware 


Stricter penalties for traffic violations will come into effect from Sunday following the 
passage of Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act, 2019, earlier last month in Parliament. The 
government has notified 63 clauses that will come into effect, including steeper fines for 
various offences. A look at some of the common traffic offences and the penalties 




Riding without a helmet 

Old: Fine of tlOO; ?300 
for second offence 

New: Fine of ?1,000 
and suspension 
of licence 
for 3 months 



More than one 
pillion rider 

0ld:n00;?300 for 
second offence 

New: Fine of f 1,000 


Not wearing 
seatbelt* 
Old: ?Fine 
off ioo to 

J »oo _ 

New: Fine of 
¥ 1,000 


Speeding 

Old: Fine 
of ¥400; 

n,ooo 

for 

second 

offence 


*Offence includes not securing 
children below 14 years with o 
seatbelt or a child restraint system 


New: Fine of ¥1,000- 
4000; impounding of 
licence for second offence 



Drunken driving 

Old: 6 months in jail 
or fine of ¥2,000; for 
second offence within 
3 months, jail up to 
three years or fine of 
¥3,000 


New: 6 months in jailor fine of 
¥10,000; for second offence, two 
years in jail or fine of ¥15,000 



Causing accident 

Old: 3 months in jail or ¥500 fine; for second 
offence, 6 months in jail or ¥1,000 fine 

New: 6 months in jail or fine of ¥5,000; 
for second offence, 1 year in jail or fine of 
¥1 0,000 



Driving without 
licence 

Old: Fine of 
¥500 

New: Fine of 
¥5,000 


Activist advertises vacant’ Collector post 

Police book himfor protesting Pudukottai officials’failure to remove encroachments 


Delhi police want to try 
Tharoor on murder charge 

He has been charge-sheeted for abetment of suicide, cruelty 


6QI6n>6DS(g> £X>L.K6TT (20)0)611 


• • !£ Ejud^^j iM^ii uif \ijyA-'Ja-TL.-BGL rfunu 

■■ lij ± -tj Sjrr-ffr £injL.[gJi<j£rt£! 

Ob* 


il4uo*jn«Ngi T|E&nmu4 ftji 

pnnjl uiu uLLBunc^^, A 

obilulXj 4[ji iiflui t-OHsmiuniT Ap* unfluniRriitti^r GgaiDi, 


fin Siam 


t 

. 3 - 


innvfeUL. 

lira'll ll * 43 , m mil tfgfrowrt 

i^nnii_rrL.JFiijrV 
rf&g™ pfjnfuir* 


ciungj ffljfitcjj 


EilBhiBsiL-urtJfrrii OFjTOicii^itm 10 - 0 JI,3010. 

fflwtptttruuiUMiEn- flurr-rfliJiun Job®#* 

JifitilP* Anmtofr. 

uj?D^ii.(TinD i yuLuin-LLrrjy 

~»(g)5g»n , mg|B(gi(!p, 9942854760 j 

Novel protest: The notice that caused sensation in Pudukottai. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi police on Satur¬ 
day urged a city court to 
prosecute Congress MP 
Shashi Tharoor for abet¬ 
ment to suicide or “in alter¬ 
native” on murder charge 
in the case of death of his 
wife Sunanda Pushkar in 
2014. It made a submission 
on Saturday that the post¬ 
mortem report had evi¬ 
dence of murder. 

Sunanda was found dead 
in a five-star hotel here on 
January 17,2014. The police 
have charge-sheeted Mr. 
Tharoor under Sections 
306 (abetting in the com¬ 
mission of suicide) and 
498A (subjecting a married 
woman to cruelty) of the 
Indian Penal Code. The 
court took cognisance of 
the charge sheet and sum¬ 
moned Mr. Tharoor last 
year. He is out on bail now. 

In his arguments on the 
framing of charges before 




Special Judge Ajay Kumar 
Kuhar, Additional Public 
Prosecutor Atul Srivastava 
urged the court to frame 
both charges against Mr. 
Tharoor and decide which 
of the two offences was 
proved or not proved in the 
trial. Section 221 of the Cri¬ 
minal Procedure Code pro¬ 
vides for framing of charges 
in such a manner when 
there is a doubt about 
which of several offences 
an accused has committed. 




he said. 

The prosecution con¬ 
cluded its arguments. The 
matter will now come up 
for hearing on October 17 
when defence counsel will 
begin arguments. Mr. Sri¬ 
vastava had also argued 
that there was sufficient 
material on record to prove 
the charges against Mr. 
Tharoor of subjecting Push¬ 
kar to cruelty and thereby 
abetting in her suicide. 

(With inputs from PTI) 



C. JAI SANKAR 

PUDUKOTTAI 

It was not just his activism 
that landed 39-year-old 
Durai Guna alias 
Gunasekaran in trouble. 

His novel ways of 
protesting had a role to 
play too. 

A few days ago, residents 
of Pudukottai in Tamil 
Nadu woke up to posters he 
had pasted all over town, 
calling for applications to 
fill the ‘vacant posts’ of 
District Collector, District 
Revenue Officer and other 
officials. 

A Dalit social activist and 
writer based in Pudukottai, 
Mr. Durai Guna put up the 
posters to protest “official 
inaction” on his plea to 
remove encroachments 
from an irrigation tank. 

He alleged that three 
persons were illegally 
occupying three hectares of 
the Vettulculam tank, and 
were raising crops. 

He had petitioned the 
Collector and other officials 



in 2017, urging them to 
clear the encroachments as 
per High Court and 
Supreme Court orders. 
There was no action. The 
activist then put up the 
posters and hand bills. 

The notices “invited” 
applications for the posts of 
Collector, DRO, Divisional 
Revenue Officer and Village 
Administrative Officer. The 
qualifications were “general 
knowledge, discipline and 
self respect”. 



Recommendations of 
Ministers and others would 
not be entertained, the 
notices said. 

Complaint filed 

The VAO of 

Theerthanviduthi filed a 
complaint against Mr. Guna 
alleging insult to officials. 
Based on this, the 
Karambakudi police 
booked a case against him 
under IPC provisions: 
Section 170 (pretending to 



hold any post as a public 
servant) and 501 (printing 
any matter known to be 
defamatory). However, he 
had not been arrested. 

Mr. Guna was outraged: 
“I am really perturbed over 
the case filed against me. 
The officials, instead of 
taking action against the 
encroachers, have 
threatened me by filing a 
case. It is an attempt to 
stifle my voice,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Collector P. 
Uma Maheswari said it had 
been established that three 
hectares of Vettukulam had 
been encroached by three 
persons for more than 30 
years. One of them had an 
unregistered sale deed, 
claiming that he had 
bought the land from an 
individual several years 
ago. But, it had been 
established that the land 
was part of a Panchayat 
Union tank. The 
encroachers had been 
asked to vacate 
immediately. 



More trouble: Shashi Tharoor is out on bail now in the 
case of death of his wife Sunanda Pushkar. 


Dalit Professor 
gets notice for 
remark on deity 

OMAR RASHID 

LUCKNOW 

A Dalit Assistant Professor 
in Allahabad University 
on Saturday said he 
feared he could be 
lynched by a mob after an 
old video showing him 
making controversial re¬ 
marks about a Hindu dei¬ 
ty was widely circulated 
on campus. 

The university’s admi¬ 
nistration has served Vilc- 
ram Harijan, an Assistant 
Professor in the Medieval 
and Ancient History de¬ 
partment, a show-cause 
notice following a com¬ 
plaint by a group of stu¬ 
dents who claimed they 
had been offended by Mr. 
Harijan’s remarks. 

Mr. Harijan found him¬ 
self in trouble after a re¬ 
search scholar, Ranjeet 
Saroj, on August 20 
uploaded on YouTube a 
video showing the faculty 
member making contro¬ 
versial comments on a 
Hindu deity. 

DETAILS ON ►PAGE 9 



A ND-NDE 











































































Dip/Shabdarth/D/0108/19-20 


2 


DELHI THE HINDU 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2019 


IT’S SUNDAY! 

Come join this fight against Dengue today 


10 . 10 ^jT. 10 Ride. 


c 



It’s Sunday today. 

I will inspect my 
house at 10 am. 

I hope you do it too! 


-Arvind Kejriwal 

Chief Minister, Delhi 




Dear Delhiites, 

Today at 10 o’clock, we have to inspect our homes to 
check if clean water has accumulated anywhere. We have 
to ensure that clean water has not collected inside 
flowerpots, coolers, vases, or anywhere inside or outside 
our house. If clean water has accumulated, we need to 
pour it out, change it, or add petrol or oil to it. We should 
inspect our homes every Sunday at 10 am for the next 10 
weeks to save our family from Dengue and Chikungunya. 
After inspecting your house, do take a selfie and WhatsApp 
it to 8287972050 
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Health Department, Government of NCT of Delhi 
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Delhi govt, to examine amended 
provisions of Motor Vehicles Act 

Delhi Traffic Police enforces revised fines from midnight on Saturday 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi government will 
examine the amended provi¬ 
sions of the Motor Vehicles 
Act, 2019, related to the im¬ 
position of on-the-spot cash 
fines on errant drivers be¬ 
fore notifying these even as 
the Delhi Traffic Police will 
begin enforcing revised fines 
- to be paid by offending 
drivers at designated city 
courts - from midnight on 
Saturday. 

Section 200 of the MV Act 
authorises the Delhi govern¬ 
ment to issue a Gazette noti¬ 
fication for compounding of 
certain offences indicating 
who will be the person or of¬ 
ficial who can compound the 
offences and as to what 



would be the amount for 
which the offences can be 
compounded. 

“Since heavy penalties 
have been prescribed under 
the Act after a gap of many 
years, the compounding not¬ 
ification will be issued with 
serious consultation with 
traffic police and other sta¬ 


keholders,” the Delhi go¬ 
vernment said, adding that it 
would take a decision on the 
matter “in a day or two”. 

Tiles reached late’ 

According to a senior Delhi 
government official, one of 
the reasons behind its deci¬ 
sion to keep the notification 
pending was the fact that the 
file pertaining to it had 
reached the office of the 
Transport Minister “late on 
Friday evening”. 

Joint Commissioner of 
Police (Traffic) Narendra 
Bundela said that the revised 
challans will be issued from 
12 a.m. on September 1. “We 
are yet to receive a notifica¬ 
tion from the government 
authorising officers [rank- 


wise] to issue challans to be 
paid in cash. However, re¬ 
vised challans will be issued 
Sunday onwards to be paid 
in court till the notification is 
received,” he said. 

While the Delhi govern¬ 
ment said it “welcomes” the 
amendments made in MV 
Act 2019, as penalties are 
likely to result in reduction 
in accidents and improve the 
compliance of traffic rules, it 
“should not negate the effect 
of changes”. 

“It [the amended rules] 
should facilitate the enforce¬ 
ment agencies otherwise 
their officers will remain bu¬ 
sy in court cases only if the 
offenders do not agree for 
compounding amount, the 
statement added. 


Gurugram’s garment industry feels slowdown heat 

Slew of factors affecting state of affairs; some businessmen fear situation to worsen 


ASHQ K KUMAR 

GURUGRAM 

With the slowdown hitting 
the industries across the 
spectrum, the around 1,200 
garments units in the Millen¬ 
nium City, providing direct 
and indirect employment to 
lakhs of people, are too feel¬ 
ing the heat because of a slew 
of local, domestic and foreign 
factors, including the liquidi¬ 
ty crunch due to delay in 
Goods and Services Tax 
refunds. 

Matrix Clothing Private Li¬ 
mited director Vipin Kumar 
Gupta told The Hindu that 
August and September were 
usually a lean period for gar¬ 
ments exports to the United 
States and Europe and the 
business would pick up in Oc¬ 
tober normally. 

However, there was an “ex¬ 
traordinary” slowdown this 
year compared to the pre¬ 
vious year. He, however, al¬ 
layed the fears that it was a 
spillover effect of the slump 
in the automotive industry. 
“It has nothing to do with the 
automotive sector. But there 
is a fear that it might also im¬ 
pact the garments industry in 
the long run,” said Mr. Gupta. 


India has been hit 
both ways since the 
export of fabrics 
from India to 
Bangladesh has also 
gone down. 
Bangladesh now 
procures it from 
China 

ANIMESH SAXENA 
Neetee Apparel LLP CEO 

they were into cent per cent 
garments exports business - 
95% to the United States and 
5% to the U.K. - and had wit¬ 
nessed a slump of 10%-15% in 
the demand beyond the 
usual slowdown during this 
part of the year. “We are into 
exports of women garments 
and lost around 60% busi¬ 
ness since July,” said Mr. Da- 
gar. He said that there were 
no layoffs as of now on ac¬ 
count of slowdown, but the 
worsening situation could 
lead to job loss as well. 

There are 343 garments ex¬ 
ports units in Gurugram re¬ 
gistered with the Apparel Ex¬ 
port Promotion Council and 
total exports till January this 
year is ?1,000 crore. It was 
H,200 crore for 2017-18. 

According to industry in¬ 
siders, the Indian garments 
sector has been fast losing ex¬ 
ports business to Bangla¬ 
desh, China, Vietnam and In¬ 
donesia primarily on account 


of high labour cost and lack 
of technological advance¬ 
ment, besides other factors. 

Duty waiver 

Mr. Saxena claimed that Ban¬ 
gladesh and Vietnam gar¬ 
ments exports to the U.S. 
were around three times 
compared to the India. In Eu¬ 
rope too, Bangladesh had an 
edge over India since it en¬ 
joyed complete duty wavier. 

Bangladesh garments in¬ 
dustry also poses a serious 
threat to the domestic gar¬ 
ments industry with the im¬ 
ports from the neighbouring 
country registering a growth 
of around 160% over the past 
few years, said Neetee Appa¬ 
rel LLP CEO Animesh Saxena 
at Udhyog Vihar Phase-I. 

As a member of the South 
Asian Association for Region¬ 
al Cooperation, Bangladesh 
enjoys duty-free import of 
raw material from India and 
China. “India has been hit 
both ways since the export of 
fabric from India to Bangla¬ 
desh has also gone down. 
Bangladesh now procures it 
from China. With the domes¬ 
tic brands in India buying 
from Bangladesh, the domes¬ 
tic garments industry has 
been hit,” said Mr. Saxena. 

Post-GST, the industry has 
been hit with the imposition 
of the tax on garments and 
the delay in GST refunds, 


ranging from four to six 
months, causing liquidity 
crunch. Since most of the gar¬ 
ments industry falls in the Mi¬ 
cro, Small and Medium En¬ 
terprises category, it has 
been hit hard by the liquidity 
crunch. 

Besides, the government 
has withdrawn or reduced 
certain tax benefits to the 
garments industry over the 
past two years putting it un¬ 
der financial stress. The Mer¬ 
chandise Exports from India 
Scheme (MEIS), under which 
Duty Credit Scrips were given 
to the entrepreneurs with the 
tax benefit of around 4%, has 
been withdrawn from August 
1, said Mr. Saxena. 

The entrepreneurs are ap¬ 
prehensive that the govern¬ 
ment pushing for shift to 
piped natural gas will also 
add to the financial burden 
making them further uncom¬ 
petitive in the market. 

Due to sky-rocketing land 
prices, expansion of business 
is another challenge for the 
garments industry in the Mil¬ 
lennium City. “Due to high 
cost of land, many garments 
factory owners plan to shift 
to Jharkhand. The Jharkhand 
government is not just pro¬ 
viding land at concessional 
rates, but also offering huge 
refunds on the wages and 
power subsidy,” said Mr. Sax¬ 
ena. 


Slump in demand 

Conceding the slowdown, Ri- 
cha and Company General 
Manager Amardeep Dagar at 
Udyog Vihar Phase-I said 


Willpower unmarred for couple on wheelchair 

They believe wheels do not make a difference, people can lead a very normal life 



Deepak and AchaLa got married in 2017. -shiv kumar pushpakar 


HEMA NIBHANDARI 

NEW DELHI 

Around 10 a.m., Deepak 
Maggo (31) sat on his 
wheelchair and stepped out 
of his house. He hopped on 
to his car and showed how 
he drives to work everyday 
using a hand-operated kit. 

Deepak’s wife Achala, 32, 
a senior tax assistant in the 
Income Tax office, drives an 
SUV. “Mujhe hamesha 
bhagna tha, udna tha. Bas 
rengna nahi tha [I always 
wanted to run, to fly. I never 
wanted to crawl],” she said. 

Deepak and Achala, both 
wheelchair users, got 
married in April 2017 after 
meeting on Facebook two 
years before that. Today, 
their message to wheelchair- 
bound people is that they 
can lead a “very normal” life 
and the wheels should not 
make a difference. 

Ms. Achala took 
completely to wheels in 
2014, months after she met 
with a car accident near her 
house in Ashok Vihar. 
Recalling the incident, she 
said she had pressed the 
accelerator instead of 
applying brake and rammed 
a car. The incident, she said, 
left a scarring impact on her 
mental health. 

Spinal illness 

“I was about three years old 
when the doctors diagnosed 
me with a spinal illness. I 
was able to walk properly till 
I was eight, but an operation 
went wrong. Since then, I 



used a stick to walk and 
underwent a series of 
therapies, including stem 
cell, but nothing helped. 
After the accident, I started 
suffering from mental illness 
and took medicines. I could 
not deal with it and thought 
of ending my life,” she said. 

College dropout 

Another setback she 
recalled, was when she had 
to drop out of a Delhi 
University college during 
graduation. There was lack 
of infrastructure, classes 
were on first floor and I was 
falling randomly, she said. “I 
recall giving up hope 
completely that year. But 
then I studied German and 
took tuitions at home. 
Meanwhile, I took Staff 
Selection Commission Exam 
and finally got a government 
job in 2014. Life has been 
better since then because 
people are extremely helpful 
and infrastructure at work is 
also very supportive,” she 
said. 

Mr. Maggo, on the other 



hand, comes from a fairly 
humble background. “I was 
always independent because 
I learnt to “crawl” very early 
in my life. I rarely used a 
wheelchair till a few years 
ago. I used to always crawl. I 
remember crawling in front 
of 500 people when I was 
preparing for Chartered 
Accountant exams and no 
one made me feel any less,” 
he said. Mr. Maggo could not 
clear the examination but 
now works as a supervisor at 
the New Delhi Railway 
Station. 

The couple said that 
wheelchair-bound people 
connect with each other on 
Facebook to be able to share 
their woes and that is how 
the two met. Mr. Maggo sent 
a friend request to Ms. 
Achala. They met, she 
counselled him into going 
out of his comfort zone and 
join sports activities. In the 
second meeting, he 
proposed marriage to her. 

Ms. Achala recalled taking 
a year and a half to decide 
whether it was a wise 



decision to marry someone 
who is also on a wheelchair. 

“My mother was very 
possessive. She was not sure 
whether two wheelchair- 
bound people would be able 
to lead a good life. But we 
discussed how it would be 
better for us to be together 
because we were both in the 
same position and would be 
able to understand each 
other better,” she said. 

Making trips 

The two went to Dubai for 
their honeymoon and have 
been taking trips across 
India since marriage. They 
make sure the 
accommodation they are 
selecting has no accessibility 
issues. “We also check if the 
washroom doors can let our 
wheelchairs in; it is very 
important,” said Ms. Achala. 

She is thankful to her 
husband for making her 
confident about travelling, 
something she was 
apprehensive about before 
she met him. “I went to 
Vaishno Devi with my 
friends 10 years ago and 
crawled all the way up. It 
built my confidence,” said 
Mr. Maggo. 

They have shared 
travelling videos on their 
YouTube channel named 
“Perfect Couple on 
Wheelchair”. But how do 
they call themselves a 
perfect couple? “I support 
him mentally and 
emotionally and he supports 
me physically,” she smiles. 



Ex-Army man held 
for duping people 

He was expelled from service in 2016 


Man kills wife for refusing 
to get into prostitution, held 

Body was found in early August 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A former Army man has 
been arrested for allegedly 
cheating people by replac¬ 
ing their ATM cards and 
withdrawing money, the 
police said on Saturday. He 
was expelled from service 
in 2016, they said. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (South West) Deven¬ 
der Arya said that the ac¬ 
cused has been identified as 
Rajender Singh Meena, a re¬ 
sident of Rajasthan who is 
found involved in 16 other 
cases. 

He is, however, called the 
Robinhood in his village as 
he spent the money he 
made by duping people on 
the village and the people. 

Complaint 

The police said that one 
Neeraj Kumar, a resident of 
Bihar, approached them. 
He said he, along with his 
friend, was staying at a ho¬ 
tel in Delhi’s Mahipalpur 
and around 11.30 a.m. on 
August 23, he went to with¬ 
draw money from an ATM 
in Mahipalpur, but the tran¬ 
saction was declined due to 

Woman lulls 
self in city 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

A 26-year-old woman alleg¬ 
edly died by suicide in south 
Delhi’s Fatehpur Beri, the 
police said on Saturday. 

They were informed 
about the incident around 
8.40 p.m. on Friday. 

No note left behind by 
the deceased was found on 
the spot, the police said. 

Suicide prevention hel¬ 
pline: Sanjivini , Society for 
Mental Health , 011-4076 
9002 (Monday-Saturday , 
10 a.m. -7.30 p.m.) 


some technical problem. 

A person standing be¬ 
hind Mr. Kumar allegedly 
told him that the ATM was 
slow and took his card on 
the pretext of helping him 
withdraw money. He clever¬ 
ly replaced Mr. Kumar’s 
card with another ATM 
card, a senior police officer 
said. 

Moments later, Mr. Ku¬ 
mar received a message on 
his mobile phone regarding 
the withdrawal of ^30,000 
from his account through 
an ATM card. Suspecting 
foul play, he rushed to the 
same ATM kiosk along with 
a police officer. 

The person was spotted 
and identified by Mr. Kumar 
at the ATM ldosk after 
which the accused was ar¬ 
rested, Mr. Arya said. 

During interrogation, it 
was revealed that Meena 
used to hack ATM machines 
by inserting an instrument 
and then dupe people on 
the pretext of helping them. 
“He has served the Armed 
forces for 18 years but was 
dismissed after he was ac¬ 
cused of theft,” Mr. Arya ad¬ 
ded. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 27-year-old man has been 
arrested for allegedly killing 
his wife in south-west Delhi’s 
Sagarpur for refusing to get 
into prostitution, the police 
said on Saturday. 

DCP (South West) Deven¬ 
der Arya said that the ac¬ 
cused has been identified as 
Jalil Sheikh, who hails from 
West Bengal. He was arrested 
for killing his wife Fatema 
Sardar in the first week of Au¬ 
gust. 

Jalil strangulated her with 
and dumped her body. The 
police had on August 6 re¬ 
ceived a call regarding a wo¬ 
man’s body, wrapped in a 
blanket and plastic bag, 
found dumped in Shivpuri 
Kallad. They reached the 
spot and sent it for post-mor¬ 
tem. A murder case was filed. 

“On August 17, the police 
received a call from West 
Bengal. The caller identified 


himself as the victim’s rela¬ 
tive. He identified the woman 
as Fatima Sardar and told 
them that she was living in 
Delhi with her husband Jalil 
Sheikh for the past few 
years,” Mr. Arya said, adding 
that Jalil was found 
absconding. 

A police team then went to 
West Bengal’s South Parga- 
nas, but were informed that 
he had left his house and 
switched off his phone. The 
accused, however, was ar¬ 
rested on a tip-off from Kol- 
kata’s Ballygunge railway sta¬ 
tion on August 28 and 
brought to Delhi. 

During interrogation, he 
told the police that he has 
two wives - one was Fatema 
and the other lives in West 
Bengal. “Fatema and Jalil had 
come to Delhi around seven 
years ago and got married in 
2014. The accused was ear¬ 
lier arrested in a human traf¬ 
ficking case, the police said. 
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With Weekly Current Affairs Classes 

629, Ground Floor, Main Road, Dr. Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-09 
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Needs a well qualified, dynamic, visionary leader, 
with dedication, passion and a proven academic 
track record for the post of 

PRINCIPAL 

to take the Institution to the next higher 
levels of recognition. 


Salary will not be a constraint for deserving candidates 
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KANNADA 


M.Sc, B.Ed 34/160 unmarried B'lore, 
seeks well educated unmarried/ di¬ 
vorced groom. CNB Ct: 9591815684 


MALAYALAM 


MALAYALEE/RC 24 yrs 155Cm 
Wheatish, MBA seeks suitable Groom 
from a well settled Family. Cont: 
9840083008 


SM KERALITES settled in Chennai in¬ 
vite alliance for their practicing 
Muslim daughter, 28, 53, MBBS, DCH 
(UK) working in reputed hospital, 
from well-educated Keralite grooms 
settled in Chennai, other metro 
cities or the Middle East. Con¬ 
tact: mas_yas@hotmail.com / 

9940638848 


Parents of Ezhava girl MBBS, MD 
(Ayilyam, 28yrs/155cms) working with 
MNC at Hyderabad seek alliance from 
professionally qualified and well placed 
Ezhava boys. Contact: 9949825225, 
8500685368 


NAIR GIRL 26/154 Revathi, BE, em¬ 
ployed, Chennai settled seeks Chen¬ 
nai settled Nair family. 9500012855 


PALGHAT EZUVA Settled in Chennai 
Ayilyam 23 BTech working Trivandrum 
seeks Educated, Well Settled Groom. 
Contact: 044- 24918698 / 9444620424 


✓ F- NAIR, M-Malayalam, 30/ 160, 
wheatish doing MDS seeks well-edu¬ 
cated & employed groom. Ct: 
09446645939. 


HINDU EZHAVA fair 26 B.com MBA 156 
Trichur based Chennai settled not 
employ seeks Same caste PG well em¬ 
ployed. No Sutha Jadagam 9600048964 


Palakkad Nair Girl 25/ 5'3" Architect in 
Bangalore Seeks Alliance. Phone: 
9600033701. 


KOTTAYAM NAIR Girl, Fair, 29/153 , 
Anizham , Upper middle class , B.Tech 
in CS , completing Ph.D by November 
2019 , from Singapore seeks alliance 
from highly qualified boys. Mob .94471 
58852 


FAIR BEAUTIFUL Nair girl 26 years 
172cm height B.Tech employed at 
Chennai. Thrissur based upper middle 
class family. Father VP of MNC. Allian¬ 
ce from qualified professionals in India 
or abroad. 9562892588 


TAMIL 


AD CHRISTIAN Just 26/145/ 18000 
MBA (Media), working in Media Co 
(Chennai), only child, Father - 
Sr. Govt Executive, seeks suitable 
alliance, around 28 yrs, any Chris¬ 
tian denomination. Caste no bar. 
07827070949 / dgmashok65@ 

yahoo.co.in 


DEPUTY MANAGER, SBI Chennai, Myla- 
pore. Tamil, BE/ 28years, Roman 
Catholic, AD, seeks Govt./ Bank 
Groom. Ct: 94439 52465, 87789 97608 


TAMIL MUSLIM Sunni Girl, 28, 
5’2’", Dentist, Slim, Fair in Chen¬ 
nai seeks suitable Groom Ph: 
9150870265 


SEEKING PROTESTANT Christian Groom 
for 36 years old Bangalore em¬ 
ployed Tamil PG Engineer Girl. 
WhatsApp details 9611666255 


RC NADAR MBA Fair 24/165 Business 
Family Chennai Wellsettle,Req 
Groom from Rich Business Group 
8939215049 


SUITABLE ALLIANCE Invited for 
Christian AD Girl 26/161 Fair MBA 
MNC Chennai 8Lpa. Caste no Bar 
9884269756 


RC NADAR Good looking Pious Fi¬ 
nancially well off, Dentist having own 
clinic 33 yrs, 159 cm, Divorcee having 
one male child seeks independent 
earning Groom from well settled fami¬ 
ly. Contact: 8220541095 


VANNIYAKULA KSHATRIYA 25/165 
BCom,MA,MSW seek suitable well sett 
led Groom. 8825936063 / 9789058444 


HINDU SC PR Kongu 1984 MBBS DCH 
Govt Doctor, working in Govt Hospi¬ 
tal seeks suitable groom. 94436 
80973. 


THULUVA VELLALA Mudaliar Girl 32 
Uthiratathy / Wheatish, M.Sc, Ph.D 
Scientist Earn Monthly abovel Lakh, 
seeks Never Married Employed Groom 
Mudaliar/Pillai 34-36yrs Scientist/Asst. 
Prof./Engr. Contact after Evening 6pm. 
Cont: 9940840760 


Vanniyakula Kshatria poosam 33/162 
B.Tech(IT) Employed lOLpa seek Edu¬ 
cated Well Settled Groom.9003206527 


SC 26/164, B.E MBA, Fair.Seeks 
working Govt / PVT Groom with good 
family.Ct:9444991091 


HINDU GAVARA 28 MBBS DG0 Thanjavur 
native seeks doctor groom, MBBS 
preferably post graduation. Any 
Naidu ct: 9789742455, 9791464376 


HINDU NADAR 25yrs, MBBS, M.D., 
high elite family needs same caste 
groom. Ct: Mrs.Divya 7305440042 


TAMIL 


DEVENDRAKULA VELLALAR, 37/MBA, 
Fair, Divorcee, no issues, seeks 
groom from good family, without 
children. Caste no bar. Call 
8072997679 


HINDU NADAR /B.TECH /Age 27 /155cm 
/ 60,000p/m /K.A.Raman Nadar 

what’s app Ct: 9380791999 


SAIVA PILLAI 28/172 veg v fair IT 
M tech UMC seeks veg fair groom- 
Chennai sr67867@gmail.com 

9883895200 


MUDALIAR MDS 27/160 Fair Rich 
Seeks rich fair Dr/Eng r groom 
Sr67867@Gmail.Com9443895200 


DEVAR : 24 / MBBS, Govt.Hosp,Doctor 
,Chennai,40000 Pm, Business Fami¬ 
ly, Seeks Doctor/ Business 
8925019776 


LEGALLY Separated innocent Hindu 
DKV girl 32/164cms BE MBA Uthirat- 
tahi Meenam, settled in Chennai, Govt 
bank, seeks groom, CNB. 9361565762 


HINDU /MARUTHUVAR Anusham 28Y 
160cm Fair CA MNC Rs.13L PA CNB 
Ct: 8870790377 


BAKYA& BANU Msc.B.Ed M.Phil, Yadava 
(CasteNoBar), 16.12.82, Dhanusu, 
Moolam, 8.35am, 3rd Padam,Chennai 
9080988170, Chennai Alliance pre¬ 
ferred 


MUDALIAR UNMARRIED 40/164 Chithi- 
rai Kanni, MCA Manager SW MNC 
Seeks Educated Employed Groom CNB 
9444909656/segaran1950@gmail.com 


HINDU VELLALAR Age 25 / 165cm / 
B.Tech Software Engg @ Amazon. 
Need Groom from Good Family.Ct: 
9894576474 


HINDU; SCA; 29/150; Govt.Doctor; 
fair girl; Caste no bar; Doctors 
preferable; Contact.no 8870298975 


HINDU SOZHIYA Vellalar 35/160cm 
MBBS, Divorcee ( No Child ). Seeks 
MBBS, BDS, PG. Suitable groom, (No 
Child) good family. Contact 
9500766577 


YADAVA NOVI983, MSC MPhil SET 
Eng college Rs.30,000 Chennai. Ct: 
Murugan 9486322683 


YADAV 39 BSc Smart Bank Job 1st 
Marriage Well Settled in Kilpauk 
Chennai Seeks Suitable Groom 73389 
64190 


HINDU NADAR, 44 Yrs, PG, C.Govt., 
8 LPA, DIVORCEE, Very Fair. Parents 
seek qualified and employed groom 
settled in Delhi. Ct.09958876667 

ME , 5.2" , 20.07.1992 , Pisces , 
Puratathi, Native: Erode. Peter- 
ring educated gavara naidu groom 
Ph no. 9965157980. 


Urdu 

Advocate 

Business 

Defence 

Doctor 
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Finance/ Banking 
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IAS/ Allied Services 
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MBA/ CA/ ICWA 

NRI 

Cosmopolitan 

Divorcee 

Physically Challenged 
MARRIAGE BUREAUS 
WEDDING ARRANGEMENTS 


COSMOPOLITAN 


BARANI MESHAM Girl Oct‘89 Born, 
BE, Ht-165 Language Trainer in For¬ 
eign Consulate parents Pillai/lyer seek 
sutbl groom 9047012784, 9843413549 

Tamil Goldsmiths 9.12.1981 MSc 
164 NSc Bengaluru seek well qualified 
employed CNB Ct. 9442429032, 
9488634806 


DOCTOR 


TAMIL CANADIAN Parents settled 
Canada 25 years seeking alliance 
daughter 27, 5’ 6" Canadian Citi¬ 
zen, beautiful Resident Medical 
Doctor, prefer medical doctor al¬ 
liances from Canada/USA/UK bio/ 
photo to: pinkb3278@gmail.com 


WE ARE looking for a suitable 
groom for our daughter, Doctor, 
CSI aged 35/162, divorcee, No is¬ 
sues, contact email: rrebecca2903@ 
gmail.com. 


NAIDU 25YRS, M.B.B.S., M.D. (Gen) 
rich family, very fair need PG Doc¬ 
tors. Ct: Mrs.Sujatha 9498352938 


MUDALIYAR 26YRS, M.B.B.S., M.D., 
VIP family (Leather Suppliers) 
need decent family groom. 
Ct:9305440042 


wnnnminm^mniM 

Fair, Beautiful, Cultured 
Doctor Girl, MD 2 nd year, 
Chennai, 30/165, 

Father Kerala Nair - Doctor, 
Mother Tamil CSI. 
Grooms with 
MD / MS / DM / M.Ch. 
Keralites & Tamils preferred. 


98400 50381 / 98409 85383 


IAS/ ALLIED SERVICES 


I.R.A.S HINDU SC/AD 30/165 Pooram 
Simam, S.RIy,Chennai seeks suitable 
Groom. Caste No bar. Ct: 9444656046 


ALLIANCE FOR young businesswomen 
M.S, [UK] based in Chennai, 26, 
5.4 ht, fair, Beautiful, clean 
habits. Inter-caste Parents of Vel¬ 
lalar Community, Business in Gar¬ 
ment Exports, Agri, Construction, 
Travels, Minings. Suitable al¬ 
liance age below 30 with clean 
habits preferred. Caste no bar. 
Email: g5tradesolutionschennai@gmai 
Loom. 7299744777 


KANNADA 


HINDU LINGAYATH 1981 MSc, 
working at Hyd, never married. Seeks 
proposals from well settled Hindu Veg 
families Ct: 9886049096/ 
lakkanapriyal 7@gmail.com 


HINDU VOKKALIGA 24/153 BE Civil, 
Master Dip. Arch, from Coimbatore, 
seeks groom, Ct: 9791768175. 


_Matrimony 


From BharatMatrimony 


ELITE BRIDES WANTED 

BRAHMIN, 30,180 cms, Management Professional, 
MBA. Lives in Chennai. Father is a retired Magistrate. 
Looking for a compatible and well educated match 
from any Brahmin community. Contact: 8695668994 

MUDALIYAR, 25, 180 cms, Businessman, M.Sc in 
International Business. Lives in Erode. Father is a 
Businessman. Family is financially well off. Looking 
for a likeminded and well educated match from the 
same community. Contact: 9360655558 

DEVAR, 33, 173 cms, Businessman, Ph.D from a 
reputed Institute. Lives in Bangalore. Father is a 
retired Physician. Looking for an affable and well 
educated match from the same community. Contact: 
9379854528 

REDDY, 30,175 cms, Businessman, Bachelors from 
a reputed Institute. Lives in Bangalore. Father is a 
Businessman. Looking for an amiable and well 
educated match from the same community. Contact: 
9916950199 

SAIVA PILLAI, 32, 178 cms, Senior Lead Data 
Engineer, B.E. Lives in Bangalore. Father is a 
Journalist. Looking for a compatible and well 
educated match from any community. Contact: 
9362949028 


ELITE GROOMS WANTED 

BRAHMIN, 26, 163 cms, Architect. Lives in Delhi. 
Father is a CEO. Family is financially well off. Looking 
for a compatible and well educated match from the 
same community. Contact: 9344134621 

MUDALIYAR, 23, 165 cms, LLB. Lives in Australia. 
Father is a Businessman. Family is financially well off 
with a good net worth. Looking for a likeminded and 
well educated match from the same community. 
Contact: 7695810567 

NAIDU, 22, 160 cms, Accounts Professional, CA. 
Lives in Chennai. Father is an Industrialist. Family is 
financially well off. Looking for an affable and well 
educated match from the same community. Contact: 
8695568994 

SALIYA, 28, 165 cms, Researcher, M.E. Lives in 
California. Father is a working Professional. Looking 
for a compatible and well educated match from any 
community. Contact: 7871502020 

MUSLIM, Divorced, 32, 165 cms, MBA, Lives in 
Madurai. Family is financially well off. Looking for a 
likeminded and well educated match from the same 
community. Contact: 9344351215 


Exclusive matchmaking service for the elite 
© Call us: 1800 200 4433 www.elitematrimony.com 


MALAYALAM 


KOCHI EZHAVA girl fair slim 26 / 
160cm PG Journalism & MA English 
Teacher Private, only child, father in 
PSU. Call 9446476334 


HYD Based Nair Gril, 1982 Dec, Veg. 
Software Eng. Nair/ Brahmin/Veg simi¬ 
lar working Groom. Ph: 9553389111, 
Email: kanakakumar21@gmail.com 


THIYA GIRL 34/165 Anizham, B.Tech, 
Bank Manager (SBI), invites suitable 
alliance. 9447331240. 


TAMIL 


CSI NADAR Christain Girl 30 Fair 
158cm BE, CTS Chennai God Fearing 
Seeks Nadar CSI Bridegroom BE, ME, 
MCA, MBA Working in Chennai With 
Clean Habits-9443811493 


NADAR CHRISTIAN 30/156 Fair slim 
M.Sc. MBA, Nursing Tutor AIIMS 
Rs.85000/- pm, seeks suitable, well 
employed, god fearing, same commu¬ 
nity groom with clean habits preferably 
K.K. DIST/ T.Veli. 9486386355/ 
9486151161. 


CSI CHRISTIAN 32/158 M.Sc IT Work¬ 
ing HCL Chennai Seeks Suitable 
Wellplaced Groom. 9884016726/ 
9003269127. 


US BASED Christian Girl MS, MBA 
171, 1985 born, IT Professional 
from well known Chennai based af¬ 
fluent family Seeks US /Canada /Eu¬ 
rope based well settled grooms, 
mail id: seekingfaith85@gmail.com 


CHRISTIAN CSI Nadar Nellai, Age 
37, 175 cm, Divorced V.Fair, Sin 
gle, Asst. Professor. Contact 
9840071907 


MD(PEADIAC) Govt, RC Christian 
Fernando, 30/157cm, Fair, Divorcee 
seeks suitable Groom. Same Caste 
only. Ct: 9443130288 


CSI CHRISTIAN Nadar Girl Fair, 
Good Looking, 03-04-1986 born / 
152cm / M.Sc M.Phil , working as 
Assistant Professor in a Reputed 
Women’s College, Mount Road, Chen¬ 
nai. Both Parents Doctors (Private) 
, Suitable Alliance, Employed / 
Settled in Chennai / With Clean 
Habits from Same Community. Con¬ 
tact: 9841182514 


RC SOZHIA Vellalar Pillai 27 Bank 
Asst Manager seeks suitable groom 
Business/Empld Caste NoBar 
9443219653 


R.C NADAR, 33 yrs, Govt. Job, 
M.B.B.S., M.D only daughter, well sett¬ 
led family, K.K.Dist seeks same pro¬ 
fessional. Cell : 98861 66123, 93602 
35292 


TAMIL 


Tamil Muslim Very Very Fair / BE / 
29/175cm married at very young age 
and got divorced within short period 
seeks well educated employed broad 
minded groom below 35years. Conta¬ 
ct : 9486277087 / Mail Id: 

emessrubbers@yahoo.com 


MUDALIAR : 25, MBBS,MS, Own Hospi¬ 
tal in Chennai, Elite Family, Only 
Daughter, Seeks Groom , Doctor / 
Business-9150153813 


MUDALIAR (CNB): 29, Master Degree 
(UK), Elite Family, Seeks Groom 
Well placed, India / Abroad / Pro¬ 
fessional / Business - 8220989920 


SC HINDU 26/167cm M. SC., Comp. 
Working, slim/fair, Thulam, Vis- 
agam seeks professional/graduate 
bridegroom (age 27 to 31) CT 
9840478381 


GAVARA/ANUSHAM 29 ME DyEngr 
Airlndia 7LPA seeks well setld 
grooms in Delhi 8075919180/smkmdas@ 
gmail.com 


HINDU NADAR 40/153cm, Ph.D, 
PDF, working in pvt university in TN, 
seeks Groom vegetarian, clean habits, 
Ph.D Teaching/Research, Medical 
Doctor. Ct: rajasundarib56@gmail.com 


DIVORCEE: ARCHANA 29, Vanniyar, 
B.TECH (IT), 8 yrs girl baby, 
seeks suitable bridegroom. Ct: 
9159846494. 


MUDALIAR EDUCATED parents seek 
groom for their daughter Uthiratad- 
hi 29/155 BE & journalism job@ 
Chennai. CT: 9841281331. 

thanga1960@gmail.com 


SC-AD 32/157 Bharani, Mesham BE 
Sr.SWE, TCS Rs.85000pm seek same 
caste g room.9952147216/8838034943 


HINDU NADAR, 25, BE,MBA,Good Look¬ 
ing, Well Settled Family Seeks 
Suitable Groom, CNB, Contact: 
7200829304 


32 /158CM Divorcee Veg Hindu Ra¬ 
jput Hastam MBA Self Emp No Issues 
Seeks Well Emp Groom CNB 
Ct:8939449193 


IIS HINDU Nadar 29/165 Asst Direc¬ 
tor DD, Chennai Rs.1 L/m. Seeks 
Class A Officer, Dr / Er CNB 
9282430427 


DKV HINDU Native: Tiruchendur, BE 
(CS) 34 y 164 cm Chennai. 5L PA. 
BE (ECE) 30 y 168 cm HCL Chennai. 
9.5 L PA, well settled. Seeks qual¬ 
ified groom. Ph- 9600466472, 
9962112252 


TAMIL 


HINDU 23 /160 Wheatish M Sc Elec¬ 
tronics (Anna University) seeks 
Groom 26 / 28 NT / IIM / Civil 
Services / Doctor / NRI Groom. Ct 
9444229142 


HINDU NADAR MBBS, MD, 2nd year, 
Chennai, 27/164, seeks same caste 
bridegroom. Ct:9500071949 


HINDU MUDALIAR 25/160cm Fair 
B.Tech (NIT) MS (UIUC) Working in 
Boston seeks Groom from US Ct: 
98405 90028 


AD HINDU 25/161 Fair BBA Pvt Chen 
nai 40Kpm Kanni Chithirai (Intercaste 
Parents)seekEducatdEmployedGroom 
CasteNoBar.8939118065/8056197615 


SC-AD, 1982/164 Wheatish Group I 
Officer 70000PM seeks suitable 
g room.9566344334/9600561320 


MUDALIAR 27 BE MS Chennai seeks 
Professional Aus/Canada/UK same 
caste contact geetham 9884858014 


HINDU SC AD, V Fair star: Uthradam- 
Part 1, Dhanusu, 27 Years, BE (CS) 
50K pm MNC Chennai Well educated, 
rich family. Seeks well educated 
affluent groom below 30 years earn¬ 
ing above 10 lakhs PA ph 9176723648 


MUDALIAR, 31, 158 cm, Fair, Vis- 
agam ( Thulam), B.E, M.S (U.S) 
working in U.S wanted good looking 
GROOM working in U.S. Sub sect No 
bar. Contact: 9443338110 


UDAYAR, 28, BE, Ragu Kethu Dosham, 
Job in Coimbatore, Seeks Groom, In¬ 
dia / Abroad. 99944 85551, 98942 
97358. 


MUDALIYAR 39 M.Com, working in 
pvt, unmarried, well to do, UMC seeks 
groom any professional / business / IT 
from good family. CNB unmarried, is¬ 
sue less divorcee, widower can also 
apply Ct: 73394 23673. 


HINDU SC/AD 32/151 Uthiradam, 
Asst. Director, SAI, GOI seeks 
groom, Delhi based, well settled 
in Govt Sector. Caste no bar. 
Ph:8826377843 


ARCOT MUDALIAR 27/160 Ph.D Germany 
Thiruvonam seeks suitable German 
settled professional groom 
9841026997 


CSI SC DOB 12.8.1982 DOCTOR-BHMS, 
SALEM C.NO 9626637750, 9843162625 


Hindu Pillai Fair DIVORCEE 
34\167\BE SWE Chennai Seek Suita¬ 
ble Employed Groom CNB. Contact 
Phone: 9444939746. 


TAMIL 


TELUGU 


Sathiyam 



Nsgercoil: Rt O I N.i ! tr, 
Fiir Good Looking & 
Financially well olT, IS 9 £ 

173 cm | B Tech, PG DM \ 
Seeks | bus tries* Family with 
Clean Habit*. 


C hen n if : CS 1 N ml a t „ 

Fair Good Looking & 
Financially well off, I&&3 | 
IG4 cm [ B.A.Eng Seeks | 
Business Family with 
Clean Habits 


Exclusive Christian matrimonial services 
95000 13333 www.mybaatccifipnnionxofn 


HINDU, INTERCASTE, Father - Adi 
Dravida, Mother - Nair, invite propo¬ 
sals for their daughter 27/160, Fair, 
B.Tech MBA, from reputed institution, 
empld in B'lore. Father Retd. Manager 
SBI, Mother Retd. Prof, seeks alliance 
from well qlfd, well to do Tamil or Ma¬ 
layalam Hindu family, wrkng in B'lore. 
Ct: 9535511664 


VANNIAR - FAIR, Slim, 28/165, BDS 
working at Chettinad Hospital, 
well settled family seeks groom 
Medical field or Postgraduate from 
same caste, Contact 98409 61251 
Mail: sudaya1251 ©gmail.com 

AGE 27, MBBS, MD (Pediatrician) On¬ 
ly Daughter good looking Need Dr, 
BE, Any PG Ct: 6374767370 


DOCTOR GROOM WANTED 


Doctor MBBS MD 
34/167 fair 
Protestant Tamil 
Christian Nadar BC 
innocent divorcee no 
issues seeks Tamil 
Christian Doctor 
Groom MBBS MD/MS 
Caste no bar 


PH: 9843526370 


Gavara /Balija 26/177 Avittam MBBS, 
Working UPHC,Chennai seeks MBBS/ 
MS/MD GroomBelow31yr.7845636899 


REDDY MS / 33 Years divorcee issue 
less working in USA seeks suitable 
Bridegroom, Working in USA MS or 
Ph.D/ CNB CTC: 8217615318 / 
9845033729. 


NAIDU : 500 Cr, 24, B.Tech, Own 
Construction ,Schools, Steel Indus¬ 
try, Textile Mill, Only Daughter, 
Business Family, Seeks groom - 
Business / Doctor 8925019776 


Balija Krithigai Risaba 1983,Veg,PhD 
CentralGovt Officer seeks Doctor/Engr 
PhD/Groom lndia/Abroad.9841061501 


VELAMA NAIDU Well settled family 
Coimbatore seeks suitable alliance 
for their daughter MBA, 5.6" Re- 
vati/ Meenam 30 yrs. 9363262127 


GAVARA/BALIJA AVITTAM 26 Fair-Good 
Looking,BE(E&I) Suitable Groom Sub- 
Caste Nobar. 8056093838 / 

9500009694 


SC Hindu Mala Fair Girl 27 5'5" B- 
Tech MBA Govt Officer IOCL Madurai 
7L PA Seeks Govt Officer 8919394072 


PADMASALICHETTIYAR 23yrs, VIP fam¬ 
ily needs well qualified, good sta¬ 
tus groom. Ct: Divya 7305440042 


BALIJANAIDU V.BEAUTIFUL 22/160/B. 
ARCH Architect/MNC/Chennai. Seeks 
India/Abroad9380472999/9842314444 


MUDALIAR, 25/160, Fair, Beautiful, 
B.E, SWE, TCS, 480000PA, Well Set¬ 
tled Family, 9500085718, 9003077746 


PILLAI, 23/168, Beautiful, B.E, 
SWE, AMAZON, 400000PA, Well to do 
Family, CNB,8056174102, 8754415378 


ADIDRAVIDAR, 25/153, Fair, Beauti¬ 
ful, B.E (E&C), SWE, MNC, 
500000PA, Well to do,9500085718, 
9003077746 


MUDALIAR: 25, MBBS, PG prepara¬ 
tion, Business Family,Chennai, 
Seeks Doctor Groom - 9500022253, 
8220989920 


HINDU SC/AD 1975, PG Unmarried 
Bride Seeks Suitable Working Groom 
in Chennai. Ct:044-22660649 


TAMIL Brahmin Iyer Brahacharanam 
Salankayana 31/160 MS(0&G) F.R.M. 
fair parents both leading Doctors, Co¬ 
imbatore base seeks PG Doctor, PhD 
CA Groom - 9789551021/ 9442011602 


TAMIL IYENGAR girl, Mumbai, Bha¬ 
rani, Vadulam, 27, 57", BLS LLB, 
PGD in Supply Chain Management, 
working as Manager, Asia-Pacific 
region seeks suitable alliance 
from Mumbai based Tamil Iyengar 
grooms. Contact 09819594053, 
08425843221 


IYER HARITHAM Revathi2 Oct 72 Blr 
girl seeks well settled never married 
Brahmin boys 46-49. Send BHP 
sree.lashmi108@gmail.com 


BRIDEGROOM WANTED 


Doctor girl 2Gj165cin. MS|OG) 
good looking, cultured, from 
doctor family, Filial / Mudaliar 
community seeing MS/MD 
grooms or qualified 
entrepreneurs (B.E/CA} f rom 
well settled families 
Allied Caste no bar. 


98423 33245 


Bride Groom Wanted 


Tamil Muslim, well 
Settled Industrialist 



complexion, mhcp: hid. 

Oncologist [coking for a 

groom, with Professional 
status, settled or willing to 


settle abroad. 



TAMILNAD BROUGHTUP Nair girl 45 
Pooyam MSc PhD Asst Profsr Chicago 
US Citizen, invite Malayalam / Tamil 
US residing boys. Ct:09895824803. 


Hindu Adidravidar (Kongu Parayar) 
28, B.E, M.Tech, Ph.D, seeks Groom 
Educated, profnl Ct:7598988370 


ALLIANCE FOR our only son, aged 29 
yrs, B.E, Fair, Inter-caste Vel¬ 
lalar, handsome with clean habits 
residing in Chennai, height 578, 
MD of leading Construction compa¬ 
ny, Fair & beautiful bride from a 
decent, affluent educated family 
with clean habits preferred. Caste 
no bar age below 27 yrs. E-mail : 
g5tradesolutionschennai@gmail.com 
9841067393 


KAMMA NAIDU, 23/157, Fair, Beauti¬ 
ful, B.E, MNC, SWE, 30000PM, Afflu¬ 
ent Family, 9789850231, 9677086774 


BALIJA NAIDU, 26/173, Fair, Beauti¬ 
ful, Sr.SWE, L&T, INFOTECH, 
500000PA, Well to do,9566002501, 
9500147440 


1973/171 NAIDU MBA slim good look¬ 
ing working seeks groom below 
49yrs.9444663564 dlokeswaran@ 
yahoo.co.in 


A never married Telugu Brahmin Bride 
7/78 born MD(Homeo) Doctor seeks a 
never married Brahmin Age 41-43 
Medical/Defence/ Other professional 
groom from N/S India.Call: 
9490573053. 


URDU 


AHLEHADITH URDU Muslimah from Chen¬ 
nai, 23/172 cm, MSc. Seeking Reli¬ 
gious/Tall Muslim groom 9176271056 


SMU 24/162 C.A, B.Com, Employed 
Petroleum Co.AsstTeamManagerchen 
seeks Professionally Qualfd, Employed 
in Chennai Groom. 9884241477 (W) 


UPPER MIDDLE Class SMU family in¬ 
vites alliance for their 27 yr old M.Tech 
daughter employed in CPSU (Bharath 
Electronics Ltd) at Bangalore. Contact 
9538290721 /9886597804 


SMU, UNMARRIED, 38 years, Govt, 
servant gazetted rank, seeks suitable 
alliance from qualified grooms having 
good family back ground. Ph: 
9495519229 


MUSLIM BOY 28/169cm MBA Trivandrum 
Well Educated Family. Switzerland 
based company. 9744136736 


HINDU NAIR (Palakkad) 28/172 
B.Tech / MBA , Senior Exec.MNC, 
Chennai, Seeks Qlfd, Employd Girl, 
Shuddha Jatakam only 9833325477 / 
9869833984 


PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 


BRIDES WANTED 

£ompute^nfo7ech!^^^aTayalam 


family in Chennai 
Seeks Medico MD/MS 
Groom for their daughter 
doing MD (Radiology) 
1st year in Chennai. 

25yrs /158cm / Fair 


Contact: 

jabbarshahul64@gmail.com 

9884015371 

9600074295 

Elite Bride Groom 
Wanted 


pjlWMl ^InTTI Chennai based 
Tamil Nadar -Gramani. Father 
in different wings of business & 
educational institution in 
Chennai. Financially very well 
off family with net worth of 
multiple Crores. 

Moral valued parents 

Very fair, smart, 
Charming BE & MBA, November 
1989 born 5.2” (156) 2nd 
Daughter of family, assisting 
to father in his business 
lijlWnH'Hilnl Seeking only 
Chennai based Grooms 
prferably Doctors / Industrialists/ 
fair business community 
with good social status. 

Caste no bar. 


Contact: 

GEmadras2010@ 
gmail.com 


COSMOPOLITAN 


ENGINEER 63 Divorcee seeks caring 
affectionate pleasant looking lady. On¬ 
ly genuine person please. 8618808814 


Senior Executive in Central Services 
in his fifties,tamil,divorcee, well settled, 
fair, tall, Seeks well settled, elite wo¬ 
man 45 - 54, divorcee / widow as a life 
companion and soul mate. CNB. Send 
details to thengu.2019@gmail.com or 
contact-8098112221 


INDUSTRIALIST 41/MBA own Comml Cm- 
plex, CNB, Unmarried, seeks decent 
1st or 2nd marriage bride. 
9445366666 


DIVORCEE 


SR.MANAGER MNC S/W Bangalore, 44, 
173cm, Brahmin Tamil Iyengar, Veg, 
seeks alliance issue-less divorcee 
/ widow / unmarried bride age 35- 
38 contact 9738003276 email 
SriniMSC97@hotmail.com 


ALLIANCE FOR Vadama Iyer Divorcee 
Bangalore based IT, 39 years Thiru- 
vathirai Vadhoola seeking brahmin 
girl with no Dosha Divorcee / Wid¬ 
ow with no encumbrance. Contact 
No: 9843348387/ 9486810439 

Sradkrish@gmail.com 


DOCTOR 


MD GENERAL Physician Chennai Remar¬ 
riage 50yrs Widower With Doctor 
Son seeks MBBS/MD/MS Doctor Hindu 
CNB Above 40yrs. Caring personali¬ 
ty with willingness to manage home 
& workplace. Contact: 9840194855 


TAMIL CANADIAN Parents settled 
Canada 25 years seeking bride for 
son 27, 5’ 9" Canadian Citizen, 
handsome Resident Medical Doctor , 
prefer medical doctor alliances 
from Canada/USA/UK Email: 
bpink8733@gmail.com 


HINDU SOURASHTRA Physically 
Challenged (can Walk with Calipers & 
Crutches) 30/142 B.Com. MBA MNC 
bank 5 LPA seeks suitable bride, caste 
nobar Contact: 9789971775, 
booma_prabakar@yahoo.com 


TAMIL 


TAMIL MUSLIM 33/165 M.Pharm,HoD 
Divorcee Abroad seeks Affluent Good 
looking EducatedBride.Ct:8939384484 


CHRISTIAN 47 DME,ownbusiness,house 
ILpm Divorcee No Issue seeks Bride 
tamanickam @ gmail .com/6379544965 


TAMIL MUSLIM 27/175 MBBS, MS Seeks 
qualified bride ct: 8220042091 
mdullahsafi@gmail.com 


BORN-AGAIN CSI Christian Bachelor, 
Palayamkottai ancestry 32/180 MS 
(Bio Medical Eng) (Michigan Univ. Ann 
Arbor) Senior Engineer in a renowned 
hi-tech major in California seeks born- 
again girl 24-29 professionally qualified 
and willing to settle in USA. DV Christ¬ 
mas engagement and 2020 wedding - 
Details in confidence, 

E-mail- eer4860@gmail.com, 

Ph: +917558043634 


CHRISTIAN NADAR 29/174, B.E, MS 
(USA), V. Good Salary, Handsome, 
Educated & Good Family background. 
Seeks B.E, MS, Dr. Bride. Ct: 
8610774283 / mony_dda_13011956 @ 
yahoo.co.in 


28 YRS / 5’11 "/Fair/ Affluent/ 
B.E., MBA/ Own business/ Tamil Iy¬ 
er/ Vadama/ Bharadwaj/ Pooradam/ 
Chennai boy seeks suitable girl. 
Contact 9841435760 


TAMIL- VANNIA Kula Kshatriyar (CNB) 
- 39/577 PhD/ Asso.Prof./ Vel¬ 
lore/ Seeks Well Educated Girl/ 
Age- 26-34/Call 9791177668. 


TAMIL IYER Boy 33 Ayalyam BE IT 
work at Netherlands seeks suitable 
bride Ct: 9840068782 


J§l IYER BRIDE lip 
GROOM WANTED 


Well Settled Parents of Iyer 
Bride, Tanjore native, Vadama, 
Srivatsam, looking for suitable 
bridegroom with clean habits- 
PG Speciality Doctors / Class 1 
Officers/IIM Graduates/ 
Inudustrialists/ Business 
community / Majestic 
Employment in Inida/ abroad 
for their daughter. 

Bride is Medical Doctor 
27/5.2’ (155) 

Very fair/ Beautiful. 

Very Samrt, Charming, 
Intelligent, Academicaly good, 
now in PG course process 


Contact: 


^JLindustriesChennai@^ 
Hi! gmail.com [fQ 


MUDALIYAR 28YRS, MBBS, MS, (own 15 
Acres Land in OMR) seeks suitable 
bride. Ct:Mr.Subramanian 9498352938 


ENGLISH 


SEEKING PROFESSIONALLY qualified 
bride for Sr. director in pharma @ 
Vienna. PhD immunology, 42yrs, 
183cms, Hindu brahmin. Contact 
9381489555/9884928714 


HINDI 


SM4 GAUR br. h’some boy, 6’/Oct91/ 
MBA/Banker, well settled family 
from Delhi. 9717048808, 9958198939 


KANNADA 


VOKKALIGA G0WDER (KANNADA) GROOM, 
Native of Coimbatore, B.E.(Mech) 
M.S.(London) Business Family 32 
Years settled in Chennai seeks 
bride. Contact: 9841737747 


Vasista Kannada 32/180, 25000,10th 
ITI Electrical Mech seeks bride any 
Brahmin.Ct: 8056074852, 9500103381 


HINDU NADAR , 29, BE, MBA, 12 Lacs 
p.a, Smart look, Seeks Suitable 
bride, CNB, Ct: 7200866346/ 
8778514465 


HINDU SC Caste no bar, 
BE,MBA,Manager,NLC,GOI,45 seeks 
Doctor,Engineer,any graduate bride 
from decent family, no dowry. 

Ct: 9487140882, 6379412795 


Mudhaliar 1971/170 Unmarried BCom 
Sales Manager seeks Bride Religion& 
CasteNoBar.9841190155/9360297552 


HINDU PILLAI 37/156 Rohini ME 
Builder&Promoter seek suitable 
Bride Subcaste No bar 9841129494/ 
9790887504 


✓ GENERAL MANAGER-PVT, 35yrs Yada¬ 
va,Meenam/Uthirattathi Chennai 

Sal-Rs.1.40 L/month.Caste No Bar- 
8610014920 


MUDALIAR (SENGUNTHAR) 32/165 Ket- 
tai, B.Tech Employed in MNC, Chen¬ 
nai,15 Lakhs PA Seeks Bride (Sub 
Caste No Bar) Ct. 9884091279 
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CITY 5 


Air quality of Delhi-NCR 


Delhi |114 Gurugram 71 

Ghaziabad 1111 Faridabad 56 

Noida Hi Greater Noida 

■ Good ■ Satisfactory ■ Moderate 

0-50 51-100 101-200 

■ Poor ■ Very poor ■ Severe 

201-300 301-400 >401 

AIR QUALITY INDEX AT 4 P.M. YESTERDAY 
(AVERAGE OF PAST 24 HOURS) | SOURCE: CPCB 


DELHI TODAY 


Dance: Third day of 23rd edition of 
Parampara Series will feature a 
Kathak dance recital by Kumudini 
Lakhia Troupe and a Hindustani vocal 
by Jayateerth Mevundi at Kamani 
Auditorium, Mandi House, 7 p.m. 
Talk: Lecture on "What is Political 
Cruelty? Ambedkar, Gandhi, and the 
Liberalisms of our Fear" by Aishwary 
Kumar, Professor in moral and polit¬ 
ical philosophy at the Department of 
History of Consciousness in Univer¬ 
sity of California, Santa Cruz. Fol¬ 
lowed by a conversation with 
Prathama Banerjee, CSDS at Gulmo- 
har Hall, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 
7 p.m. 

Exhibition: Delhi Contemporary Art 
Week by Exhibit 320, Blueprint 12, 
Gallery Espace, Gallery Latitude 28, 
Nature Morte, Shrine Empire, 
Vadehra Art Gallery at Visual Arts 
Gallery, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 
11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Culture: Sankhabhishekam, Deep- 
aradhana. Pushpa Alankaram, Sho- 
dasopachara Pooja, Ashtotra 
Archana with 108 Doorva, at Sri Kar- 
unya Maha Ganaptahi Temple, Mayur 
Vihar Phase - 2, 7:30 a.m. 

(Mail your listings for this column 
at city editor delhi(o)thehindu.co.in) 

Court acquits 
four men 
accused of 
raping minor 

NIRNIMESH KUMAR 

NEW DELHI 

A Delhi court has acquitted 
four persons in a case of al¬ 
leged kidnapping and rape 
of a minor, holding that the 
victim had of her own ac¬ 
cord accompanied the ac¬ 
cused persons and esta¬ 
blished physical 

relationship with one of 
them. 

The police had charged 
only one of the accused for 
sexually assaulting the vic¬ 
tim. Additional Sessions 
Judge Umed Singh Grewal 
set all the accused free, 
holding that the victim was 
a major at the time of the 
incident in 2008 and had 
gone with them willingly. 

“As per MLC of the pro¬ 
secutrix, her secondary 
sexual characters were 
well developed. It shows 
that victim was either ma¬ 
jor or on the verge of at¬ 
taining majority. Even in 
that eventuality, the inves¬ 
tigating officer did not con¬ 
duct her ossification test 
for determining the age,” 
the judge said. 

Road rage: 
man thrashed 
by two, dies 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

In a suspected case of road 
rage, a 23-year-old man 
died after he was beaten in 
north-east Delhi’s Jaffiabad 
on Friday night. Two per¬ 
sons, including a minor, 
have been held in connec¬ 
tion with the case, the pol¬ 
ice said. 

DCP (North East) Atul 
Thakur said that the victim 
has been identified as Sahil 
Singh and the accused as 
Chanderbhan (43), both re¬ 
sidents of Maujpur. 

The police said that Sa¬ 
hil was returning home on 
his bike when the incident 
happened. “When he was 
crossing the street around 
10 p.m., Chanderbhan and 
the 17-year-old accused 
were standing there. They 
told him to drive carefully 
after which an argument 
broke out. The argument 
turned ugly and the victim 
and the accused thrashed 
each other. Sahil also sus¬ 
tained injuries,” Mr. Tha¬ 
kur said. 

Health deteriorated 

Shortly after Sahil returned 
home, he started feeling 
dizzy. He also puked. He 
was then rushed to Guru 
Teg Bahadur Hospital 
where he was declared 
brought dead. Mr. Thakur 
said that police were in¬ 
formed about the incident 
by the hospital around 1.30 
a.m., after which they 
reached the hospital. 

A case under IPC Sec¬ 
tions 302 and 34 has been 
registered. 



Man held at IGI airport 
for impersonation 

Accused booked tickets using another man’s Aadhaar card 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 37-year-old man was ar¬ 
rested at Indira Gandhi In¬ 
ternational Airport for alleg¬ 
edly impersonating another 
person, the police said on 
Saturday. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (IGI Airport) Sanjay 
Bhatia said that the accused 
has been identified as Rajesh 
Kapoor, a resident of 
Paharganj. 

The police said that on 
Thursday, they received a 
complaint from Vistara Air¬ 
lines’ Duty Manager Sayan- 
tan Ghosh who alleged that 
Rajesh Kapoor travelled by a 
Vistara flight from Delhi to 
Srinagar and returned to the 
national capital by imperso¬ 
nating one Sachin Gupta. He 
was later arrested at the Del¬ 
hi airport. 

Domestic 
violence: man’s 
plea rejected 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

A Delhi court dismissed a 
man’s appeal against the 
grant of interim mainte¬ 
nance oR9,000 per month 
to his estranged wife and 
two minor daughters in a 
domestic violence case, 
saying that his claim on his 
annual income is not 
believable. 

The man had submitted 
that his wife draws a hand¬ 
some amount from her job 
of teaching at a public 
school and tuitions. He said 
that the trial court failed to 
take into account this fact 
before deciding the relief 
amount. The man said that 
being a part-time driver he 
earned only ?8,500 a 
month. The magistrate had 
fixed the interim relief 
guesstimating his income 
as both parties failed to 
bring on record documents 
in support of their respec¬ 
tive incomes. “When the 
appellant has already done 
a lot for his daughters, it 
can be presumed that he 
earns to this extent and has 
potential to earn as much,” 
the judge said. 



Mr. Bhatia said that a case 
under Sections 417 (cheat¬ 
ing), 447 (criminal trespass) 
and 419 (cheating by perso¬ 
nation) of the Indian Penal 
Code was registered against 
the accused. 

Thefts 

During investigation, it was 
revealed that the accused 
has been previously in- 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 32-year-old street vendor 
has been arrested for alleg¬ 
edly killing his girlfriend, a 
sex worker, and chopping 
her body into pieces in Rohi- 
ni’s K.N. Katju Marg, the pol¬ 
ice said on Saturday. 

DCP (Special Cell) P.S. 
Kushwah said that the ac¬ 
cused has been identified 
Mohd. Ayub alias Vicky, a re¬ 
sident of Turkman Gate, 
who allegedly killed his girlf¬ 
riend Lata alias Salma. 

The police were informed 
about a woman’s mutilated 
body found in the Bawana 
canal on August 21. The un¬ 
identifiable body was sent 
for post-mortem. The police 
registered a murder case 
and teams were formed to 
identify the victim. 


volved in cases of theft. He 
told the police that he has 
been blacklisted by several 
air carriers who have barred 
him from flying. “He imper¬ 
sonated Mr. Gupta and used 
an Aadhaar card to book a 
flight from New Delhi to Sri¬ 
nagar and returned in 
another flight of the same 
airline on Thursday,” Mr. 
Bhatia said. 

“He has lived in Singapore 
and Malaysia for two years 
and while travelling on 
plains, the accused got the 
idea of stealing credit cards 
and other valuables of co¬ 
passengers,” Mr. Bhatia said. 
The police said that the ac¬ 
cused would target people 
while he travelled as he 
thought that his chances of 
getting caught were less as 
people hardly suspect thefts 
while on the plane. 


Days later, the Special Cell 
received a tip-off that on Fri¬ 
day, one Mohd. Ayub, who 
had committed a murder, 
was planning to flee from 
Delhi. A trap was laid at 
Turkman Gate and the ac¬ 
cused was arrested. 

The accused told the pol¬ 
ice that he had met Lata 
about four years ago during 
his visit to G.B. Road, a red- 
light area in the Capital. 
Eventually, he fell in love 
with her and got into an ex¬ 
tramarital relationship with 
the woman, the police said. 
“After four years of relation¬ 
ship, he started forcing Lata 
to quit her profession and 
start living with him. He also 
proposed marriage but she 
would always refuse. Deject¬ 
ed, he murdered her on Au¬ 
gust 20,” Mr. Kushwah said. 
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Man kills sex worker for 
refusing to live with him 

He had an extramarital affair with victim 



OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER, DELHI 
OLD ST. STEPHEN’S COLLEGE BUILDING, KASHMERE GATE, DELHI-110006 
Helpline No. 1800-111-400 and 1950 
www.ceodelhi.gov.in 


ELECTORS VERIFICATION PROGRAMME 
PUBLIC NOTICE 


This is for information of the General Public that on the directions of Election 
Commission of India, an Elector Verification Programme (EVP) will start from 
01.09.2019. All the Electors the NCT of Delhi are requested to come forward and 
verify their details and upload copy of one of the following documents:- 

(i) Indian Passport 

(ii) Driving License 

(iii) Aadhaar Card 

(iv) Ration Card 

(v) Identity Card for Government/Semi-Government officials 

(vi) Bank Passbook 

(vii) Farmer’s Identity Card 

(viii) PAN Card 

(ix) Smart Card issued by RGI under NPR’ and 

(x) Latest water/telephone/electricity/gas connection bill for that address 
either in the name of the applicant or that of his/her immediate relation 
like parents etc. 

The Elector can verify details of themselves & their family members using following 
options-- 

1. Online method: 

a) By Registering on NVSP(www.nvsp.in) with their EPIC No, Mobile No. 

& Email ID 

b) By Downloading Voter Helpline App from Google Play Store. 

2. Offline method: 

a) By visiting Common Service Centres 

b) By visiting Voter Centres 

(List of CSCs & Voter Centres available at www.ceodelhi.gov.in) 

Through EVP all Electors can verify & correct their details. If details need any 
correction please fill in form-8 being generated automatically. They can also tag 
family members residing at same address to ensure one polling station for entire 
family. 

They may enroll left out eligible members of the family in electoral roll and also 
get the names of family members who have permanently shifted or have expired 
deleted from electoral roll. Fill the details of family members aged between 16 and 
18 years. 

All electors of Delhi are invited to participate in EVP to ensure error free Electoral 
Roll and make it a success. 


PwD voters may call “1950” seeking facilitation under the EVP 


NO VOTER TO BE LEFT BEHIND 
DIP/Shabdarth/600/19-20 


Sd/ 

Special CEO,Delhi 





Gurugram hospital treats obesity with new procedure 

It is the first in north India to introduce Endoscopic Sleeve Gastroplasty 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GURUGRAM 

Obesity has become one the 
biggest epidemics in India ov¬ 
er the years, with the pro¬ 
blem acquiring serious pro¬ 
portions especially in metro 
cities. 

Till now, the most com¬ 
mon treatment for obesity 
worldwide is Laparoscopic 
Sleeve Gastrectomy, which 
has, however, certain limita¬ 
tions. But obesity can now al¬ 
so be treated with a new en¬ 
doscopic, non-invasive 
procedure, Endoscopic 
Sleeve Gastroplasty (ESG). 
And, for the first time, the 
procedure is available in 


ESG is a procedure 
in which a flexible 
tube with 
endoscopic 
suturing device is 
inserted into the 
stomach through 
the mouth and fat 
is taken out 

KAPIL JAMWAL 

Head of gastroenterology unit, 

Artemis Centre of Excellence for 
Digestive and Liver Diseases 

North India as well. 

In another first to the cre¬ 
dit of Gurugram, an emerging 
medical tourism hub, Artemis 
Hospital has become the first 
hospital in North India to in¬ 


troduce ESG, the newer and 
revolutionary procedure to 
treat obesity, claimed a press 
statement issued by the 
hospital. 

Jatin (name changed), a 34- 
year-old man from Rewari, 
who had obstructive sleep ap¬ 
nea and hypertension, was 
the first patient to undergo 
the procedure at the hospital 
recently. He was discharged 
within 48 hours. 

Kapil Jamwal, head of gas¬ 
troenterology unit, Artemis 
Centre of Excellence for Dig¬ 
estive and Liver Diseases, 
said: “ESG is a procedure in 
which a flexible tube with en¬ 
doscopic suturing device at¬ 


tached is inserted into the sto¬ 
mach through the mouth and 
fat is taken out. With no oper¬ 
ative complications involved, 
the process is cost-effective. 
The process takes approxi¬ 
mately 90 minutes with no 
anaesthesia required. Most 
patients are discharged the 
same day. 

The endoscopic device re¬ 
duces the size of the stomach 
without surgery. Apprehen¬ 
sions regarding cuts, surger¬ 
ies and scars are no more in¬ 
volved in the treatment.” The 
effect can be noticed over 6 
months to one year and the 
patient loses around 60-80% 
of the excessive body weight. 


MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF GREATER MUMBAI 

B.Y.L. NAIR CH. HOSPITAL, MUMBAI-CENTRAL, MUMBAI - 400 008. 
E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE 
NO. NTD/398 DATED 28.08.2019 
Short E-Tender Notice 


Department 

B.Y.L. Nair Ch. Hospital 

Sub¬ 

ject 

1 

Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of Portable Reverse Osmosis 
Plant - 02 Nos. for Nephrology Dept, of B.Y.L. Nair Ch. Hospital along with standard 
accessories and 5 Years CMC 

NTD/Neph/lll/767 (Bid No. 7100156686) 


2 

Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of Water Treatment Plant - 01 No. 
for Nephrology Dept, of B.Y.L. Nair Ch. Hospital along with standard accessories 
and 5 Years CMC 

NTD/Neph/IV/768 (Bid No. 7100156688) 


3 

Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of Mobile Digital Radiography 
Unit - 01 No. for Pulm. Medicine Dept, of B.Y.L. Nair Ch. Hospital along with 
standard accessories and 5 Years CMC 

NTD/Pulm/IV/812 (Bid No. 7100156689) 


4 

Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of Complete Laparoscopic HD Set 
- 01 No. for Ped. Surgery Dept, of B.Y.L. Nair Ch. Hospital along with standard ac¬ 
cessories and 5 Years CMC 

NTD/Ped.Surg./ll/718. (BidNo.7100156692) 


5 

Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of Flexible Ureteroscope- 02 Nos. 
for Urology Dept, of B.Y.L. Nair Ch. Hospital along with standard accessories and 
5 Years CMC 

NTD/Uro/IV/644 (Bid No. 7100156693) 


6 

Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of 3 Chip Digital HD Camera with 
Medical Grade Camera - 01 No. for Urology Dept, of B.Y.L. Nair Ch. Hospital along 
with standard accessories and 5 Years CMC 

NTD/Uro/lll/707 (Bid No. 7100156694) 


7 

Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of High Speed Refrigerated Centri¬ 
fuge - 01 No. for Clinical Pharmacology Dept, of B.Y.L. Nair Ch. Hospital along with 
standard accessories and 5 Years CMC. 

NTD/CP/IV/648 (Bid No. 7100156696) 


8 

Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of Real Time PCR - 01 No. for 
Clinical Pharmacology Dept, of B.Y.L. Nair Ch. Hospital along with standard 
accessories and 5 Years CMC 

NTD/CP/ll/603 (Bid No. 7100156697) 


9 

Supply, Installation Testing & Commissioning of Fibreoptic Ureterorenoscope 
(6/7.5 Fr) - 04 Nos. for Urology Dept, of B.Y.L. Nair Ch. Hospital along with standard 
accessories and 5 Years CMC 

NTD/Uro/ll/831 (Bid No. 7100156777) 


10 

Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of Flexible Ureterorenoscope 
- 01 No. for Ped. Surgery Dept, of B.Y.L. Nair Ch. Hospital along with standard 
accessories and 5 Years CMC 

NTD/Ped.Surg./l/830 (Bid No. 7100156773) 


11 

Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of Medical Thoroscope (Semi 
Rigid) - 01 No. for Pulm. Medicine Dept, of B.Y.L. Nair Ch. Hospital along with 
standard accessories and 5 Years AMC 

NTD/Pul.Med/Ill/828 (Bid No. 7100156779) 


12 

Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of Electrosurgical Unit with APC 
Facility - 01 No. for Gastroenterology Dept, of B.Y.L. Nair Ch. Hospital along with 
standard accessories and 5 Years CMC 

NTD/Gast/ll/827 (Bid No. 7100156774) 


13 

Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of Capsule Endoscopy 
System - 25 Nos. for Gastroenterology Dept, of B.Y.L. Nair Ch. Hospital along with 
standard accessories and 5 Years CMC 

NTD/GE/l/826 (Bid No. 7100156780) 


14 

Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of Horizontal Cylindrical High 
Speed Steam Sterilizer - 01 No. for Neurosurgery Dept, of B.Y.L. Nair Ch. Hospital 
along with standard accessories and 5 Years CMC 

NTD/Neuro/ll/835 (Bid No. 7100156796) 


15 

Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of Operating Cystourethroscope 
- 01 No. for Ped. Surgery Dept, of B.Y.L. Nair Ch. Hospital along with standard 
accessories and 5 Years CMC 

NTD/Ped.Surg/IV/829 (Bid No. 7100156910) 


16 

Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of Vertical Autolave - 01 No. for 
Mircobiology Dept, of B.Y.L. Nair Ch. Hospital along with standard accessories and 

5 Years CMC 

NTD/Micro/l/814 (Bid No. 7100150016) 


17 

Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of Horizontal Autolave - 01 No. for 
Mircobiology Dept, of B.Y.L. Nair Ch. Hospital along with standard accessories and 
5 Years CMC 

NTD/Micro/ll/815 (Bid No. 7100150018) 

Sale of 
Tender 

http://portal.mcgm.gov.in 

1) Mr. Naresh Naik (Tender Dept). 

Tel No. 022-23027116 

E-mail ID : hc.tender.nair@gmail.com 


Sd/- 
Dean 

PRO / 932 / ADV /19-20 B.Y.L. Nair Ch. Hospital 


Save Water! Avoid Waste of Water 



A ND-NDE 
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to 
verify and make appropriate enquiries to 
satisfy themselves about the veracity of 
an advertisement before responding to 
any published in this newspaper. THG 
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher & 
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch 
for the authenticity of any advertisement 
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's 
products and/or services. In no event can 
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir¬ 
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/ 
company be held responsible/liable in 
any manner whatsoever for any claims 
and/or damages for advertisements in 
this newspaper. 


DELHI HCTimings 


SUNDAY, 

SEPT. 01 



RISE 

05:59 

SET 

18:43 

C RISE 

07:49 

SET 

20:24 

MONDAY, 

SEPT. 02 



# RISE 

06:00 

SET 

18:42 

C RISE 

08:55 

SET 

21:04 

TUESDAY 

, SEPT. 02 


# RISE 

06:00 

SET 

18:41 

C RISE 

10:01 

SET 

21:44 


TERMS AND CONDITION FOR PURCHASE OF 2,00,000 
LITERS OF LEQUID NITROGEN IN PHASE MANNER 
(APROXIMATELY 15,000 LITERS PER TRIP FOR 12 TRIPS 
AND 10,000 LITERS PER TRIP FOR 2 TRIPS) ALONGWITH 
TRANPORTATION TO DHARMANAGAR, R.K.NAGAR AND 
UDAIPUR DURING THE YEAR 2019-20. 

The details of the terms & conditions of NIT will be available 
from the office of the Chief Executive Officer, Tripura Livestock 
Development Agency, Astabal, Agartala on all working days 
from 11 AM to 4 Pm up to 02/09/2019 and also are available 
in the official website of Tripura www.tripurainfo.com / 
www.tender.gov.in / www.arddtripura.nic.com / www. 
tripurastateportal.in/ www.tsu.trp.nic.in / also in the two local 
dailies. 

(D.K.CHAKMA) 

Chief Executive Office) 

Tripura Livestock Development Agency 
Astabal: Agartala. 


OBITUARY & 
REMEMBRANCE 


DEATH 


SAD DEMISE 



With deep sorrow we 
announce the passing of 

A. K. SRINIVASAN 

aged 88 on the 
28th of August, 2019. 

A selfless, loving and 
generous soul. 
Beloved Husband and 
cherished companion of 58 
long years to his Wife and 
beloved Father and eternal 
hero to his Children and 
Grandchildren 

In fond remembrance: 

Shantha, Laxmi, Ranjit, 
Radhika, Sanjay, Ashwin, 
Rini, Krithika, Nishanti, 
Muffin, Unnikrishnan. 


For enquiries on 
announcements in this 
section, please contact our 
office at the following number 
between 10a.m. and 8p.m. 
New Delhi : Oil- 43579797 
Rate for New Delhi: 
(Minimum Rs. 290/- 2 Lines 
Extra Line - Rs. 145/-) 
(B/W Display): Rs.50/Per Sq.cm 
(Clr Display): Rs.60/Per Sq.cm 
Log on to 

www.thehinduads.com 

For Placing Advertisements 
Online 


In memory of your loved ones 

To dedicate a space in this section, 
Please contact: 

011-43579797 

from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. & 

For Placing Advertisements 
Online log on to 

www.thehinduads.com 

DONATE EYES-GIFT SIGHT 


Delhi Weather 

max 

min 

Delhi City 

37 

29 

Safdarjang 

37 

29 

Palam 

37 

28 


Delhi Palam Today 

35°C Hazy and humid morning 
with partly cloudy sky. Short 
spell of light rain and 
thundershower at some place. 


Delhi Palam Tomorrow 
34°C Warm and humid 
weather with cloudy sky to 
continue. Spells of light rain 
and thundershower will occur. 


© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019 
All rights reserved. 


TO ADVERTISE 
PLEASE CONTACT 

Mr. N SELVA KUMAR 

PH:98203 50726 

selvakumar.n@thehindu.co.in 

Mr. GAURAV SEHGAL 

PH: 98110 06590 

gaurav.sehgal@thehindu.co.in 
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Area of land 
bought under 
pooling policy 
increases 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The area of land pooled un¬ 
der the Land Pooling Policy 
launched this year has in¬ 
creased from 965 hectares 
on July 1 to 5,028 hectares 
on August 30, said officials 
of the Delhi Development 
Authority (DDA). 

The land pooling policy 
was approved by the Cen¬ 
tral government last Octob¬ 
er and the online portal 
was launched in February 
this year where stakehol¬ 
ders were required to regis¬ 
ter their respective land 
parcels. 

The urban body in a 
statement said that the 
areas which has seen the 
maximum amount of land 
pooled are in Bawana and 
Alipur. DDA officials added 
that the urban body has un¬ 
dertaken “extensive public 
outreach programmes” to 
spread awareness. 


m NORTH DELHI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION 


OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (M-II) KPZ 
SHAKTI NAGAR EXTN. DELHI-110052 

NIT. No. E.E.(M-II)KPZ/TC/2019-20/22 Dated:-29.08.2019 

Date of start for sale of Tender Document: 29.08.2019 upto 18:01 RM. 
Last Date of download of Tender Document: 19.09.2019 upto 12:00 P.M 
Last date of Bid Submission : 19.09.2019 u pto 12:15 P.M. 

Opening of financial Bid : 19.09.2019 at 12:30 P.M. 

S.No.1 Name of Work: Imp./Stg. of roads by providing and laying 
bituminous concrete pavement in Roop Nagar at Ward No. 78N/KPZ. 
S/Head: Roads in Block 7,5,3 & 1, Head of A/c: XL-VIII-S(d) Tender 
amount: 60,24,603 Estimated cost: 65,14,400 Earnest Money : 
120500 Time of completion: 3 months Rates hold: 6 months Cost 
of Tender: 1000/- F.T.C.Code : 14/66 XUVIII-S(d) S.No.2 Name of 
Work: Img./Stg. of roads and providing and laying bituminous 
concrete pavement in Roop Nagar at Ward No. 78N/KPZ., Head of 
A/c: XL-VIll-S(d) Tender amount : 65,26,512 Estimated cost: 
71,78,800 Earnest Money: 130550 Time of completion: 3 months 
Rates hold: 6 months Cost of Tender: 1000/- F.T.C.Code : 14/66 
XL/VIIl-S(d) Note:- This tender are also available on the website 
http://mcdetenders.com for bidding by approved and eligible 
contractor with MCD. The validity of rates hold good for 6 months 
EE(M-II)/KPZ has the right to cancle any or all the tenders without 
any reasons. 

R.O No. 74/DPI/North DMC/19-20 Ex. Engineer (M-II) KPZ 


EC drive to allow voters to 
update details on their own 

Electors Verification Programme to begin today 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Election Commission’s 
new initiative of Electors 
Verification Programme 
(EVP), which aims to update 
the electoral rolls through 
participation from citizens, 
will be launched on Septem¬ 
ber 1, said officials on 
Saturday. 

Through the programme 
citizens can update and veri¬ 
fy details in order to remove 
“logical errors” like multiple 
entries and missing names 
among others, said Delhi 
Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) 
Ranbir Singh. 

“We want to empower vo¬ 
ters through the EVP by 
checking data themselves 
and authenticating the 
same. Through the pro¬ 
gramme, citizens will have 
to make an account on the 
online portal and check the 
data available and verify the 
same. One can tag family 
members in the same ac¬ 
count to verify and update 
the respective data,” said Mr. 
Singh. 

The EVP will continue till 
October 15 during which 
time simultaneous verifica¬ 
tion will be done by block le¬ 
vel officers (BLO) as well, of- 



RanbirSingh 


ficials said. 

Mr. Singh said, “It is a 
massive programme being 
undertaken across the coun¬ 
try. With the Assembly polls 
in Delhi due soon, the pro¬ 
gramme is a golden oppor¬ 
tunity for voters to check the 
data available and verify it 
themselves to ensure that 
the corrections are made.” 

Revision draft 

Mr. Singh said that the sum¬ 
mary revision draft will be 
published after October 15 
with the cut-off date being 
January 1, 2020. The final 
roll will be published by the 
first or second week of Janu¬ 
ary, he added. 

Both online and offline 
modes are available for vo- 


We want to empower 
voters through the 
EVP to check data 
themselves and 
authenticate the 
same. Citizens will 
have to make an 
account on the portal 
and check the data 
available and verify 
the same 

RANBIRSINGH 

Delhi Chief Electoral Officer 

ters to participate in the 
EVP, officials said. 

“While for online, a voter 
can go to the NSVP website 
or download the app for re¬ 
gistration, for offline meth¬ 
ods, citizens can approach 
the voters’ centres available 
in each Assembly consti¬ 
tuency or visit the CSCs 
[Common Service Centres]. 
Each CSC will charge a nomi¬ 
nal amount of for upload¬ 
ing a document or 12 for 
uploading a photo,” said Mr. 
Singh. 

As of August 31, the num¬ 
ber of voters on Delhi’s elec¬ 
toral roll stands at nearly 
1.44 crore of which there are 
over 79 lakh are males, 64 
lakh females and 682 from 
the third gender category. 



AAP to move 
anti-corruption 
branch against 
civic bodies 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) on Saturday said that 
it will complain to the anti¬ 
corruption branch (ACB) 
against corruption in BJP- 
ruled municipal corpora¬ 
tions in the city. 

AAP chief spokesperson 
Saurabh Bharadwaj ad¬ 
dressing a press confe¬ 
rence said that an audit re¬ 
port has revealed 
corruption of crores of ru¬ 
pees in the municipal bo¬ 
dies. “AAP will be filing a 
complaint with the anti¬ 
corruption branch against 
corruption worth thou¬ 
sands of crores of rupees 
by BJP-run municipal bo¬ 
dies that was found in the 
audit report that came yes¬ 
terday.” Mr. Bharadwaj said 
that the audit report of the 
South Delhi Municipal Cor¬ 
poration was placed before 
the Standing Committee 
on Thursday and according 
to the report, there is not a 
single department of the 
SDMC, in which corruption 
of crores of rupees was not 
found. “The internal audit 
department of the civic bo¬ 
dies itself has also revealed 
shocking facts in this audit 
report,” he added. 
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Prison reforms programme 
celebrates 25th anniversary 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Prison reforms, initiated in 
1994 by then Inspector Gen¬ 
eral of Tihar Prison, Kiran 
Bedi, celebrated its 25th an¬ 
niversary at the Air Force Sta¬ 
dium here on Saturday. 

India Vision Foundation 


hosted the event. 

Ms. Bedi, L-G of Puducher¬ 
ry; V.S.K Kaumudi, Director 
General, Bureau of Police Re¬ 
search and Development and 
R.G. Anand, representative 
of the National Commission 
for Protection of Child Rights 
attended the event. 


MATRIMONIAL 
BRIDES WANTED 


TAMIL ■ TAMIL 


MUDALIAR / PILLAI,32,Bsc, 183Cm, 
Kiruthigai,Rishabam,No Dosham,Own¬ 
er Paints hardwares, Own House, 
Well Settled in Chennai Seeks 
Brides, Veg Pref. 9444947544 / 
9486100566 

SAIVA VELLALA Mudaliar Thiruvathi- 
rai 34/172 B.Tech, MBA business 
lOL/pa seeks fair bride. Ct: 
9840942287 

VANNIYAR 33/180 Revathy, M.Sc (Phd 
Pursuing) Pvt 45K seeks Suitable 
employed bride 9840044473 

SC 44/180 MS Govt Doctor Chennai 
seeks relates any MedicalDept Bride. 
CasteNoBar.9840374285/8668090209 

THANJAVUR SAIVAM,HINDU, 19.12. 
1977,170 cm,DME,Revathi,Meenam, 
working in Saudi Arabia,Raghu & 
Kethu, Seeking suitable bride from 
Saiva Pillai.Contact 08903981871, 
09845256561 sudharbindhu@gmail.com, 
Brokers excuse 

HINDU, SC/AD, 31/170 Fair,BE(CSE) 
employed in Repco Bank Chennai 
seeks Bride 26/29 yrs employed in 
Govt/PSU/Bank/IT. Ct 9444229142/gee 
thanlc2501@gmail.com 

HINDU AGAMUDIAYAR/THULUVAVELLALAR 
44/M, Never Married Clean Habits 
PG Teacher Private School Seeks 
Bride Caste No Bar Ct: 9585503625 

Tamil Viswakarma 27/170 Puradam 
Ragu Kethu BE MBA Rs.35000 MNC 
Chennai seek sutbl emplyd bride Govt/ 
Private. Age 22-25. CT: 09442214681. 

SENGUNTHAR BTECH 23 Wrich VVFAIR 
BUSI seeks Fair VRich busigr 
sr67867@gmail.com 9883895200 

VADAMAL H ARITH A/AYILYAM-3/ 33/170 
affluent BE MBA (IIM) Employed in 
Bangalore seeking Tamil Iyer Edu¬ 
cated, Employed/Unemployed inter¬ 
ested in Carnatic Music Ct: 
9444019245 

HINDU DIVORCEE, No issues, MS, 
Engr. fair, handsome, clean habits, 33/ 
173, lives in own house, Dalas USA, 
seeks suitable bride, preferably MS, 
Unmarried/ Divorced. Ct: 9986068333 

VADAMAL SANKRITHI uthirattadhi, 
May 1988/183/1,00,000 - MBBS, MD, 
FRCR, Doctor Vellore, Divorcee w/o 
issue. Very short married life, 
seeks Bhramin bride. Divorcee w/o 
issue also acceptable - K Ren- 
ganathan 9007004752 

M-IYENGAR, F(LATE)-CHETTIAR, 34 
yrs / 172 cms, Very Fair, BE SWE 
MNC Chennai 13 L PA, Seeks Suit¬ 
able Bride. Caste No Bar. Veg 
Pref. Ct: 9840116958 

PILLAI 29/177 BE, MBA, SWE, MNC 
Chen seeks Educated Employed Good 
lookingBride.CasteNoBar.9500147451 

PILLAI MS(ENGG) Hastham working in 
California H1B visa, 30/165, seeks 
bride working as software profes¬ 
sional in India Ct: 8903293576, 
04424981810 email: velumani53@ 
gmail.com 

HINDU VELLALAR Age 29 / 182cm / 
B.E Software Engg @ CTS, USA. Need 
Bride from Good Family. Ct: 
9176403133 

BRAHMIN, 1975, Unmarried, Pvt Co, 
2L / Mnt. Exp Bride From Any Mar¬ 
tial Status. Veg Only 7824033219 

Pillai, 40/170 Punarpoosam,Kadagam, 
Engg M.Phil Govt CNB, 96558 43813 
rajapandiyan21 @ rediffmail.com. 


HINDU NADAR, Industrial Family from 
Madurai, 28yrs, 5’10”, B.E., MBA 
(AUS), Working at Sydney, Salary 
55Lakhs / P.A. Ph: 94432 66609 

PILLAI, 38/172, Sadhayam, B.E, 
Project Manager MNC chennai, 12L/ 
pa, seeks suitable employed bride 
9487276258/7550186526 

SC/AD/26/168 BE,ASWlNI(RAGU/KETHU) 
work Canara Bank seeks working 
bride preferably Bank/LIC ct 
9994195565 

VANNIAR KULAM Satriyar Boy Age:29 
BE. CE, Software Co. Salary:45K 
Visakam Viruchagam for Homely Look 
working Girl Ct: 9080045028/ 
9884168203 

MUDALIAR 29, BE,MBA,5’9", 13Lacs 
P.A,Smart Look, Well Settled Seeks 
Suitable Bride CNB Contact 
7200866346 

MUDALIAR ELITE 48/165 BE MBA MIM 
Dir,MNC 7Lac pm, wife died seeks 
bride CNB 9445643202 pari_t@ 
hotmail.com 

HINDU NADAR /B.E, 5.11/Age 29, 7-8 
Lakhs P/A K.A.Raman Nadar What’s 
App: 9380791999 

SC 30/172 Uthiram 4th Padam BE 
(CSE) Protiviti Bangalore 10 Lakhs PA 
Groom seeks Educated and Employed 
Bride. CT: 94436-56977. 

TAMIL, HINDU, SC Boy 34/173, fair, 
B.Tech, I IT, Self employed SWE seeks 
girl willing to settle down in Bangalore. 
Caste, community, language no bar. 
The boy is the only Son of wealthy par¬ 
ents, has good income and is indepen¬ 
dently wealthy. Girl should be fair, of 
average height and adjustable. Email: 
padkdoss@gmail.com 

Mudaliar Chithirai, Kanni 28/172 BE 
CentralGovtofficerChennai 70,000/-pm 
seeksBride.Ct:9444417238/WhatsApp- 
9444810690 / sranganat@yahoo.com 

HINDU PATTINAVAR ChithiraiThulam 
35/168 Divorcee BE, MBA, Engineer 
MNC Car Co. seeks suitable Bride with 
good Habits & Raghu or Kethu in 7th 
or 8th house.7418699730/8610869832 

✓ TAMIL CHETTIAR 39/175, Rohini, 
B.E., SWE, 60 Lakhs P/A UK, Seeks 
well educated BC/FC Bride 
8940195014 email: sivam.matri@ 
gmail.com 

HINDU NADAR, Sports, Operations 
Manager, BBA, 27, 163, 30,000 pm, 
seeks good family, working gradu¬ 
ate girl in Chennai, with 
Jathagam. contact 6382452474. 

HINDU DKV Pallan, M.E. Branch Man¬ 
ager Nationalised Bank 37 / 167cm 
/ seeks employed /teaching (PG) / 
Gov’t Servant. Ct: 9965211259 

SC/AD AGE-36/175, SLIM, FAIR, B.E, 
IT, Chennai, Own House,Educated 
Family,Mutualy Divorced No issue 
Seeks Unmarried/Divorcee Educated 
Bride around 30yrs CNB/ 7550059856 

Viswakarma Revathi 25/176 BE (ME) 
Pvt,OwnHouse seeks Employed Bride. 
CasteNoBar.9444620145/8248005945 

IYER BHARADHWAJAM Uthiram, 37yrs/ 
180cms, BE, MNC Chennai 15 Lakhs 
per annum, Own House at Chennai 
seeks any Brahmin Girl. Ct: 
09445222214 

IYER ATHREYA54 divorcee central 
govt supervisor Blr requires any 
Bramhin below 50 grad emp/unemp pi 
call 9489780366 swamin410@gmail.com 


TAMIL 


HINDU SC-AD Sadayam,KethuDosam 
30/178 BE-NationalBank 30kpm seeks 
Bride-Bank/Central,State. 9444155781 

MUDALIYAR AGE 56 Engineer Rich 
Seeks widow /Divorcee Age.35 to 
45yrs. Caste No Bar Contact 
9677800449 

BROAD MINDED Industrialist /Afflu¬ 
ent Business brides any martial 
status for 37 vanniyar UK MBA un¬ 
married exporter caste no bar will¬ 
ing to relocate to brides location 
- 9047740647 

INTERCASTE BE 27/175/SWE Seeks Hin¬ 
du Preferably Working Bride From 
Good Family CNB 9600029001/ 
9789557732 

DENTIST/ MDS / 28/160 Employed / 
Uthiradam-2/ Magaram / Vanniyakulaks 
hatriya / OwnHouse seeks Goodlook 
ing Bride BDS /MDS,Same Community 
9940368645 / drk1958lic@gmail.com 

BTech, 40 k, 1982, Divocee, Clean 
Habits. Contact: 9176123939. 

SC F-PALLAR M-Adidravida VPM 
Town 33/171 MBA Private employed. 
Seeks suitable Bride 9790100781 

ARCOT MUDALIAR, Affluent, Hand¬ 
some, Orthopaedic Surgeon, 32, 
seeks affluent, educated good look¬ 
ing bride. Ct: 9003031796. BHP to: 
mooligaimani@gmail.com 

PILLAI 27/B.E., Own business (Coir 
Factory Export) well settled fami¬ 
ly needs bride Ct:Mallika 
9498352938 

ADIDRAVIDAR, 30/170, B.E, (EEE), 
Associate Manager, IBM, 600000PA, 
Well Settled,8056272922, 9003281596 

AGE 32, MBBS, MS (Stanley Medical 
College) Well Settled Only Son 
Need Dr, BE, Any PG. CT: 9360395175 

PILLAI, 31/173, M.Tech, Senior En¬ 
gineer, COGNIZANT, 1000000PA, Well 
Settled Fmly,9500085718, 9003077746 

MUDALIAR, 31/172, H.some, B.E,MBA, 
C.GOVT-JOB, 1000000PA, Well Set¬ 
tled Fmly, CNB, 9566002501, 
9500147440 

NADAR : lOOOCr, B.E, Own Engineer¬ 
ing Colleges Tamilnadu & Kerala, 
Construction & Multiple Business, 
Elite Family, Seeks Bride 
7358510790 

PILLAI (CNB):32, B. 

Sc(Hons)Singapore, Own Kalyana 
mandabam, School, Dairy Product 
Manufacturing in Vizupuram Dist, 
Elite Family, Only son- Seeks 
Bride - 9840790760, 8925019776 

NAIDU / 37 /172 MCA, MNC Engr Ban¬ 
galore 7L PA + 5L PA Rental. Bride 
1984 onwards. Ph: 8754475601 

BRAHACHARNAM SRIVATSAM Ayilyam 33, 
170cm, MSC employed Bangalore. In¬ 
vite suitable graduate girls 
9600085010 

SEEKS IYER Girl (Sub Caste No Bar) 
age 40 to 44 for an Iyer Groom who is 
a government Employer (Only Son) 
Unmarried. Education and job not 
necessary. No expectation. 

Contact: 9443696083 

IYER HARITHAM Ashwini April 76 Blr 
M.Sc, MS(CS), well settled boy seeks 
any never married Brahmin girls. Send 
BHP hdrs.rajkumar@gmail.com 

TAMIL SC AD 36/168cm ME wrkg at 
LIC Govt job. Preferring educated govt 
job bride near Vellore district 
9994460229/9444224626 

Iyer, well to do family, Uthram(4), 36/ 
178 cms, MBA, Manager, Hydera¬ 
bad,seeks girl willing to settle in Hyd, 
caste no bar,No Demands. Phone : 
8106885021 

Hyderabad based Tamil Iyengar Va- 
dakalai legally divorced 32/183 cms 
Uthiram 2nd Srivasta Gothram 
B.Tech.MBA. working in TCS since 10 
years 15L PA seeks suitable alliance 
employed girl First Marriage/ divorcee 
with no child. Contact: 
9849801147,9618029362. 


TAMIL ■ TELUGU 


TELUGU BRAHMIN,38, Associate 
Project Manager HCL Technologies 
Madurai, seeks any Brahmin girl, 
9487851429 

ALLIANCE FOR a Brahmin boy with 
clean habits and good family back¬ 
ground, 38, CA Haritha Gothram, 
Bangalore. Ct: 99163 53313 


BRIDE WANTED 


Bharadwaj 
Sadhayam, Vadamal 
7-2-117S cm, B E 
Dubai r 30 Lacs P.A / 
Seeks Iyer / Iyengar 
Bride for Iyer Groom. 



THEVAR AGAMUDAYAR 28/169 BE 
MS working USA seeks Bride. CT: 
9994757214, 8754056565. 

Hindu Adidravidar 27 Kongu Parayar 
BE, M.Tech, Ph.D, seeks bride Educa¬ 
ted prof I. Ct:8760883559, 8637663072 
HINDU NADAR, 41Y DEEE AMIE MIE 
9.6 LPA, Asst. Exe. Enazneer in Tuti- 
corin Thermal Power Station Parents 
seekquali. Bride, Ct. 09717028822 


TELUGU 


NAIDU 43 Advocate, Unmarried, (Par¬ 
ents, Brother & Sister Nil) Caste 
No Bar. Brokers Excuse. 9941570969 

GAVARA UTHIRATADHI Meenam 31/ 
170 Fair B.Tech CTS 13K seeks Good 
looking EducatedBride.Ct:9445688215 

HINDU NAIDU 38, Ayilyam, Financial¬ 
ly Well off, Phy.Challanged, Works as 
Asst. Prof., Alagappa Univ., Ph.D, 75k 
PM Seeks bride age 35-45, Widow / 
Phy.Challanged / Broad minded, Caste 
No bar. Ct: 9443574653. 

BALIJA NAIDU 30/175 BCom MBA VRICH 
BUSI Chennai seeks rich Fair same/ 
sub 

castesr67867 @ gmail ,com9443895200 

KAMMAVAR NAIDU, 37, M.A M.Phil, 
80k/pm. First Marriage Balija/ 
Gavara Widow, Divorce Ok. Ct: 
7448715883 

45, TELUGU Pattusali Chettiar, 
veg, MBA, business, Visagam-Thu- 
lam, seeks suitable bride, di¬ 
vorcee - no kids, eblitz_k@ 
yahoo.com, 9884025933 

CULTURED FAMILY seeks alliance for 
only son tall,fair,central govt em¬ 
ployed. We are looking for a tall 
fair cultured Tamil/Telugu girl 
from chennai. Advertisement for 
wider choice. Ct: 8939102355 Mail 
id: tffsweet@gmail.com 

NAIDU, 29/174, Handsome, B.E, MS 
(IT) Design Engineer, INTEL, USA 
100000$PA, CNB,9789850231, 
9677086774 

BALIJA NAIDU 47/167/ Rly Employ- 
eed/ Divorcee/ seeks suitable al¬ 
liance. Ph: 8056017935 / sayabab@ 
gmail.com 


VELAMA NAIDU, 32/168, MBBS-MS-OR- 
THO, Doctor, Uthiradam/ Makara 
Rasi, seeks Fair & Good looking 
any Naidu Girl. 09840353368, 
kvkkpk@gmail.com, Chennai 

BALIJA 34/180,MBA,VERY Fair Senior 
Manager - MNC Rs.2Lacs P/M.Uthiram 
well Settled Family. Ct: 
9884895986 / 9940398731 / 

praveen44@gmail.com 

Telugu Goud boy 30/180 
B.Tech(Mech), Rohini(star), Vrishabha 
rasi fair handsome, Own Business, Vi- 
zag seeks suitable Bride. CNB. 
Ph:9849673373, 8143143499 

REDDY 29YRS, B.Tech, M.S., (UK) af¬ 
fluent family, seeks well settled 
bride. Ct:Mrs.Sailaja 7305440042 

REDDY (SHARE-15CR) 29/180-MS (Gen¬ 
eral Surgery)-DOCTOR/CHENNAI-SEEKS 
INDIA/ABROAD 9345563793/ 9848197222 

KAMMA NAIDU, 28/185, B.Tech, MBA, 
SWE, L&T, InfoTech, 1600000PA, 
Well Settled, 8056272922, 
9003281596 

VENKATESH 28 MS(EEE) USA IMEG, Li¬ 
bra Vishakha Seeks well Settled 
Working Bride in Chennai/USA. 
9840997535 

TELUGU NIYOGI Brahmin Tamilnadu 
Based Haridasa Uttarabhadra 27/172 
BE MS Work at USA Seeks Suitable 
Bride Subsect No Bar Send BHP 
ram1949ni@gmail.com 

GAVARA 45 BE Govt. Thiruvathirai, 
seeks good looking girl subsect no bar, 
Ct: 9442361116/ 9442212344, Email: 
gomathianandhan2007@gmail.com 

BOYAR TELUGU 32/170 Hastham BA 
Working Senior Accountant (AG'sOff) 
Central Govt seeks Educated Bride 
Caste No Bar,No Brokers.9941102031 


URDU 


PRACTICING MUSLIM, 28/185 cm, 
IT/Dubai/65lpa., Seeking religious/ 
tall Muslim bride from Chennai. 
9176271056. 

LOOKING FOR Urdu Sunni Muslim 
Bride, for Bridegroom BE, MBA work¬ 
ing in Canada. 9789399228 / 
9952953162 

TRICHY based SMU working at Visag, 
31 yrs 165cm Asst Engineer GOI seeks 
suitable alliance from educated home 
loving bride age b/w 25-27 preferable, 
7305484549 

SMU ASST VP in MNC Chennai 35/5.6 
propose 2nd Marriage.Seek Namazi 
Unmarried Girl. No Demands. 
9962398590 


MARRIAGE BUREAU 


HURRY 100TH year offer all india 
naidu sangam register & take any 
nos alliances freely for lyr 
7845089089 


GENERAL 


BUSINESSOFFER 

FINANCE 


ECB LOAN Arrange for Industries 
like, Hotel, Hospital, College, Ex¬ 
port and Manufacturing. For de¬ 
tails email to: kayarr6171@ 
gmail.com 

ENORMOUS FUNDS available for all 
kinds of business, properties, In¬ 
dustries, Agriculture and viable 
projects 10 Cr to 1000 Cr. @ 4% 
p.a no upfront, Quick process. ID: 
zionassets.corp@gmail.com Ph: 
9176643907 


SHARES/INVESTMENTS 


EARN 30%. Ur Acct. SeeProof. Safe. 
www.financeexperts.co.in 9940531222 


GENERAL 


TRAVEL 


WE HR LI* YOU DISCOVER INDIA 


India * j 

HeritaAe * a 
W alks" f ' 


Walks 

UiCrn Dm hNlitrkul tmlllkHih numcimenHs. ubjrcl> & cuEluir- 

Wt on* win I/* 1 bin! walkinp tCwri for m-U kiml* rf lAVdhvOir mlb [h-uvhJc 
upinorlumljn Id kiww IncfrtttNf indin Su> rfrs' tokl by ihritajn r 1/WwV & 
CV/v Etplorvnr 

Email: infr>ff indiahi ritii^w»l ks.com [ Mol>: 92557 


INDIA HERITAGE WALKS™ is a trade name of City Explorers Pvt. Ltd. 

(CIN -U63000DL2015PTC286275) 


FINANCE 


LOAN AT 2% yrly in 48hrs agent req 
www.lovelyfinanceservices.com 
09354775987, 07838606248 


FOR SALE 


GUN FOR SALE 


Selling one over and under 
DBBL GUN WINCHESTER 
101 xtr light weight. 
Inter changeable choke. 
With 6 chokes. 

Very Good condition. 
Licence No. 1/90 in Form-VIII 
UIN:DELR31571089182017 


Contact: 94431 53888 


SITUATIONS 

VACANT 


GENERAL 


;*i arihant 

‘ Sucress A Nothing Less 


The Leading Publisher ef 

UPSC Bnoka and Magdtirvea 

Require* 

Subject Experts 
Authors ior 


IAS 

Pre & Mains 


History 
Geography 
Indian Economy 
Indian Polity 
General Science 

Indian Heritage and 
Culture, Governance, 
Biodiversity, 
Environ menu Security 
and Disaster 
Management* Ethics, 
Integrity and Aptitude 

Interested perwn may avntact 

at: +9219693221 

hrarihantl@gin3il.com 


Arihant Publications ([} Ltd. 

4577/15, Ftamdihaya, Darya Ganj 
Opp. Happy School, New Delhi-2 


SITUATIONS 

VACANT 


GENERAL 


REQUIRE HOME BASED 
EXPERIENCED LEGAL 
TRANSLATOR - 7 Nos 


TAMIL - ENGLISH - TAMIL 

& South Indian Languages 
with Computer Internet 


Resume: micro6565@gmail.com 
Contact : +91 98414 29159 


Required: 


Inhouse Content 
nr iters/developers 
fora reputed 
UPSC CSE 
coach in u institute. 


Eligibility criteria: 


Should have written 
at least 2 mains. 

Send uy your CV at 
ni i ters J rep u ^ m uili.rtj m 


MEDICAL 


OBG USG training with TVS - 2 wks- 
SSS- ct- 9840074400 


REGIONAL 


EDUCATIONAL 


CIVIL SERVICES Exams are combina¬ 
tion of a smart work and good 
luck. We guarantee for your smart 
work. Please try your luck through 
Geetha IAS Academy at Gole Market 
& Dilshad Garden and achieve your 
goal in one-go. Contact-9958229904 
& 8800224496. 


HISTORY 


GS & OPTIONAL 

| FREE WORKSHOP"] 

Date : 2nd Sep. 

Time : 8:00 am (GS) 10:00 am (O) 
Note : To Attend Free Workshop 

Registration On Phone Is Compulsory. 

^Sehaj Academy 

89,Old Rajinder Nagar,New Delhi-60 


7756036538 


EDUCATIONAL 

lamgtTiAsi 

BPSCI63) 65th Pre I 
MOCK INTERVIEW I Test Series 

Under Guidance of R.KUMAR SIR 
& Other Renowned Experts and Bihar Officers 

Mob:-9810664003 

M-1A, Jyoti Bhawan, Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-09 


REUNION IAS 

ias V.K.TRIPATHI pcs 

- rs 

3TS7SFT-II 

() 

3Tm 

YII'H’I 

G0VEI 

RNANCi 

TT 

0 % SEPTEMBER 2019 

eF8TT TTTmT... 

12 PM TO 2 PM 

301,307 TOP FLOOR, SATIJA HOUSE, MUKHERJEE HAGAR DELHI-9 


EEEElSD 


^ Career 
^ Launcher 


All India 
Prelims 
2020 
Test 
Series 


40 30 


Tests 
^ 1,499 

only! 


Tests 

^999 

only! 


Offer closes Sep. 5, 2019 


GS + CSAT 

at our 

Old Rajendra Nagar Center 

AIR 1 

in UPSC I 
Civil Services | 

2017, 2015 & 2013! 3 


$ 9999-136-114 

i www.careerlauncher.com/upsc 


VACANCIES 



MADRAS 

CHRISTIAN 

COLLEGE 

(Autonomous) 
Tambaram East 
Chennai - 600 059 


(UGC- College with Potential for Excellence, 
Reaccredited with 'A' Grade by NAAC) 


Requires 



Apply with Bio-Data within 10 days 


Dr. R.W. Alexander Jesudasan 


Principal 


THE H^HHINDU 
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NORTH & EAST 7 


Court summons 
man in Unnao 
frame-up case 

CBI had named Sharadveer Singh 


A mukhiya who calls the shots with a pistol 

Popular as ‘Revolver Rani’ and ‘Lady Singham’, Abha Devi spells terror for troublemakers in her panchayat 

AMAD\TATU TFIIfADV 



ALampur Gonpura mukhiya Abha Devi (in red sari) interacting 
with villagers outside the panchayat bhawan. -ranjeet kumar 


Chinmayanand 
case: student’s 
parents headed 
for Delhi 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

SHAHJAHANPUR 

Following the Supreme 
Court directions, a Delhi 
Police team arrived here 
on Saturday to take the pa¬ 
rents of a law student, who 
was allegedly sexually ha¬ 
rassed by a BJP leader, to 
meet her in the national 
capital. 

The woman, a student of 
a college here run by BJP 
leader Swami Chinmaya- 
nand’s ashram, had been 
missing for six days after 
uploading a video on social 
media, alleging that “a se¬ 
nior leader of the sant com¬ 
munity” was harassing her. 

She did not name Mr. 
Chinmayanand, a former 
Union Minister. But in a 
police complaint, her fath¬ 
er accused Mr. Chinmaya¬ 
nand of sexually harassing 
his daughter. 

The Supreme Court took 
cognisance of the matter 
on August 29 after a group 
of lawyers wrote to Chief 
Justice Ranjan Gogoi about 
it. 

“The Delhi Police team 
which arrived here gave us 
a copy of the Supreme 
Court order before taking 
us with them to Delhi to 
meet our daughter,” the 
father of the law student 
said. Besides the parents, 
two younger siblings of the 
woman are on their way to 
Delhi. 

A team of two sub-in¬ 
spectors, including a lady 
officer, and four other poli¬ 
cemen will be accompany¬ 
ing the post-graduate stu¬ 
dent’s family to Delhi. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

A Delhi court on Saturday 
summoned another person 
for allegedly conspiring to 
frame Unnao rape survivor’s 
father in a case of illegal fi¬ 
rearms possession after tak¬ 
ing cognisance of a supple¬ 
mentary charge sheet filed 
by the CBI. 

District Judge Dharmesh 
Sharma directed Sharadveer 
Singh to appear before it on 
September 5. 

The court had earlier 
framed charges against ex¬ 
pelled BJP MLA Kuldeep 
Singh Sengar, his brother 
Atul Sengar, three former 
U.P. policemen and five oth¬ 
ers for allegedly framing the 
rape survivor’s father in an il¬ 
legal arms possession case. 

False documents 

The court noted on Saturday 
that Singh was part of the al¬ 
leged conspiracy to frame 
the rape survivor’s father by 
planting arms and for falsely 
implicating him by creating 
false documents. 

The CBI named Singh for 
offences under sections 120B 
(criminal conspiracy), 166 
(public servant disobeying 
law, with intent to cause inju¬ 
ry to any person), 167 (public 
servant framing an incorrect 
document), 193 (false evi¬ 
dence), 201 (disappearance 
of evidence) and 218 (public 
servant framing incorrect re¬ 
cord ) of the Indian Penal 



Kuldeep Singh Sengar. 

■FILE PHOTO 

Code and relevant sections 
of the Arms Act. 

The court had earlier also 
framed all the accused for al¬ 
legedly murdering the rape 
survivor’s father while injud¬ 
icial custody. 

The counsel of the rape 
survivor and her mother, ad¬ 
vocate Dharmendra Kumar 
Mishra, had earlier told the 
court that there were lapses 
in the CBI investigation and 
further probe was required 
to bring forth the role of oth¬ 
ers involved in the alleged 
conspiracy. 

The CBI had told the court 
that further investigation 
was going on and it may 
come up with a supplemen¬ 
tary charge sheet in the case. 

The woman was allegedly 
raped by Sengar in 2017 
when she was a minor. The 
court had also framed the 
MLA in the rape case. 

The rape survivor’s father 
was arrested on April 3, 
2018, and died in judicial 
custody on April 9,2018. 


AMAR NATH TEWARY 

ALAMPUR GONPURA 

Sitting in a newly construct¬ 
ed panchayat bhawan in 
Alampur Gonpura village on 
a sweltering Saturday morn¬ 
ing, mukhiya (panchayat 
head) Abha Devi wipes the 
beads of sweat on her fore¬ 
head as she listens to the 
grievances of villagers 
crowding the room. 

Next to her chair, there’s a 
pistol tucked away in a hol¬ 
ster kept on the table. Sud¬ 
denly she gets a call on her 
mobile phone and picks up 
the pistol. She pushes the 
weapon down the waist of 
her bright red sari and rush¬ 
es out taking long strides. 

Prompt action 

Her car stops a few yards 
from the door of a villager, 
Munna Goswami, who had 
complained to her about 
some village boys teasing his 
young daughter. The local 
police too had advised Mr. 
Goswami to seek Ms. Devi’s 
help to sort out the problem. 

Ms. Devi asks for the fami¬ 
ly details of the boys, makes 
calls to their parents and 
asks them to mend the ways 
of their wards or she will 
take care of them “in her 
own way”. Immediately, she 
is assured that it would not 
happen again. 

Ms. Devi, 48, is a real ter¬ 
ror for goons and criminals 
in her panchayat under Phul- 
wari Sharif block of Patna 
district, say villagers. She is 
possibly the only woman 
mukhiya in Bihar who 
moves with a pistol clung to 
her waist. 

Alampur Gonpura pan¬ 
chayat is a cluster of 13 villag¬ 


es and Ms. Devi has been 
elected mukhiya for two 
consecutive terms - in 2011 
and 2016. 

Happy mother at home 

At her home in Babhanpura 
village, the mother of four 
can easily pass off as a quiet, 
affectionate and humble low¬ 
er middle-class housewife, 
but outside she spells terror 
for troublemakers. Of late, 
she is known by the sobri¬ 
quet ‘Revolver Rani’ and ‘La¬ 
dy Singham’ in her pan¬ 
chayat and surrounding 
areas. 

“The outside world is 
quite different from home... I 
have to assert authority to 
get things done for the wel¬ 
fare of villagers and keep cri¬ 
minals and goons away,” she 
says. 

Wearing henna, bangles 
and rings in her right hand, 
Ms. Devi recalls how once 
she was fired upon by goons, 
and attacked several times 
thereafter. 

“In 2015, some goons fired 
six rounds at me in the vil¬ 
lage but somehow I escaped 


unhurt. I challenged them 
unarmed while making 
phone calls to the police. 
They ran away after a while,” 
she says, sitting on a cot in 
the verandah of her home. 
Her husband Ram Ayodhya 
Sharma, a few of her rela¬ 
tives and villagers are sitting 
behind her on plastic chairs. 

“In 2016,1 got an arms li¬ 
cence and bought this pistol 
made in an ordnance factory 
for U.36 lakh,” she says. 
“Since then it’s been my 
friend.” 

On people calling her ‘Re¬ 
volver Rani’ and ‘Lady Sing¬ 
ham’, she says she has no 
problem as long as it “spells 
terror among goons and 
criminals”. 

Brave and confident 

But does she know how to 
use the pistol? “Yes, before 
buying it, I practised on my 
husband’s pistol,” she says 
while declogging the pistol 
with her finger. “Now, I can 
shoot faster than my hus¬ 
band and others,” she quips 
as her husband smiles. 

On December 2, 2017, 


communal tension flared up 
in Lahiyarchak village in her 
panchayat. Ms. Devi says she 
rushed to the village on a 
two-wheeler driven by her 
daughter at night. “I flashed 
my pistol and the trouble¬ 
makers fled immediately... a 
major communal incident 
was averted,” she says. 

In 2013, a similar commu¬ 
nal clash had erupted at 
Gonpura village dargah and 
Ms. Devi got hit with a stick 
while trying to control the 
situation. “At that time I did 
not have the pistol. It [the 
pistol] gives me extra confi¬ 
dence and courage to handle 
such situations,” she says. 

Ms. Devi says she has 
chased away harassers from 
villages under her panchayat 
a number of times. Sonam 
Kumari, a computer opera¬ 
tor at the panchayat bhawan, 
says she was teased by some 
youth at the auto-stand a few 
months ago and the next 
day, Ms. Devi reached the 
spot and chased the men 
with her pistol in her hand. 
“They never teased me 
again. We feel confident 
even at odd hours because of 
our armed mukhiya,” says 
Ms. Sonam. 

Development works 

Alampur Gonpura pan¬ 
chayat has 2,200 Dalits, 
2,500 Extremely Backward 
Caste members, 1,700 Ya- 
davs, 700 Muslims and 600 
upper caste voters. And the 
list of development works 
carried out by Ms. Devi for 
her panchayat is long. “From 
high school to intermediate 
college, roads and drains to 
emergency help to poor fa¬ 
milies, she has done everyth¬ 


ing for us,” say villagers Man- 
su Das, Jagdish Paswan, 
Sohan Paswan and Lalita De¬ 
vi in one voice. 

Her immediate aim is to 
get the panchayat bhawan 
and the Intermediate College 
fortified with a boundary 
wall and also to construct a 
community hall for women. 
“I need to free these con¬ 
structions from encroach- 
ers,” says Ms. Devi. 

Women empowerment 

Almost 70% of her pan¬ 
chayat is open defecation- 
free. “Soon, our panchayat 
will be declared 100% ODF,” 
she says, her deputy Ranjay 
Kumar nodding in agree¬ 
ment. 

She also takes care of a le¬ 
prosy centre run by a mis¬ 
sionary in her panchayat. 
Many a time she eats her 
lunch at the local govern¬ 
ment school along with chil¬ 
dren to check the quality of 
midday meal served to them. 

“What else do we need,” 
asks villager Guari Das. 

Recently, Ms. Devi was in¬ 
vited to a law college in Pat¬ 
na to address students on 
women empowerment. In 
2012, she was invited to Del¬ 
hi and later to West Bengal 
for “appreciation and recog¬ 
nition” of her work as a pan¬ 
chayat head. 

“I studied till intermediate 
level but I know women em¬ 
powerment is the only way 
our society can grow,” she 
says. 

Does she aim to become 
an MLA or MP? “No way. I’m 
happy serving people of my 
panchayat with whatever so¬ 
briquets they have given 
me,” she smiles. 


Naveen launches schemes for 
welfare of urban population 

‘Govt, plans to make all areas garbage-free within a year’ 



Naveen Patnaik releasing a handbook at Lok Seva Bhawan in 
Bhubaneswar on Saturday. ■ biswaranjan rout 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BHUBANESWAR 

Odisha Chief Minister Na¬ 
veen Patnaik launched a 
number of schemes for the 
welfare of the State’s urban 
population on the occasion 
of local self-government day 
on Saturday. 

Addressing the officials 
and people gathered at Bhu¬ 
baneswar, Puri and Berham- 
pur through video-confe¬ 
rencing from the Lok Seva 
Bhavan here, Mr. Patnaik 
said that his government 
was taking all possible mea¬ 
sures to make urban areas in 
the State garbage-free within 
a year. 

Ward offices 

Mr. Patnaik opened offices 
in all the wards of the Bhuba¬ 
neswar Municipal Corpora¬ 
tion. 

He said that the process 
has started for opening of si¬ 
milar offices in all the 2,035 
wards in the urban areas. 

The Chief Minister also 
laid foundation for establish¬ 


ment of 342 micro compo¬ 
site centres for production 
of organic manure in 114 ur¬ 
ban local bodies and 40 so¬ 
lid waste treatment plants in 
20 ULBs in the State. 

Mr. Patnaik also launched 
a scheme to give approval to 
building plans within 48 
hours in Bhubaneswar. Such 
facilities will be extended to 
other cities in the State. 

Stating that the building 
plan approval scheme was 
implemented as per the 5T 
initiative of the State govern¬ 
ment to achieve transforma¬ 


tion goals through team¬ 
work, transparency and 
technology enablers in a 
time-bound manner, Mr. 
Patnaik thanked the officials 
for making this possible 
within a month. 

Financial assistance 

The Chief Minister also 
launched the online distri¬ 
bution of financial assis¬ 
tance of U0,000 each 
among the small business¬ 
men affected by Cyclone Fa- 
ni in Puri district in May this 
year. 


‘No Odisha policeman found guilty 
of rights violation, corruption’ 


976 allegations were received between 2014 and 2019: PHQ 


STAFF REPORTER 

BHUBANESWAR 

At a time when the Odisha 
Police is getting ready to be 
rated by complainants and 
victims of crimes, none of its 
976 police inspectors facing 
human rights violation and 
corruption allegations has 
been found guilty in the last 
five years. 

In response to an RTI ap¬ 
plication, the State police 
headquarters acknowledged 
that 976 such allegations had 
been received against in¬ 
spectors and reserve inspec¬ 
tors between 2014 and 2019. 

Human rights activist Bis- 
wapriya Kanungo had sub¬ 
mitted RTI applications 
seeking information on such 
allegations and action taken 
on them. 

“We have been sending all 
allegations to the district Se¬ 
nior Superintendent of Pol¬ 
ice as well as Deputy Com- 


It indicates as if all 
w allegations against 
police officers 
were false 

BISWAPRIYA KANUNGO 
Human Rights activist 

missioner for submission of 
inquiry and action taken re¬ 
ports. As many as 574 inqui¬ 
ry reports have been re¬ 
ceived at the HQ,” said the 
PHQ Public Information 
Officer. 

No response 

“No allegation or complaint 
against police inspectors has 
been substantiated or esta¬ 
blished. No administrative 
or penal action has been ta¬ 
ken against any inspector,” 
informed the PIO. 

In case of the remaining 
402 cases, the PIO did not 
say anything. 

Similarly, 102 allegations 
were received against Assis¬ 


tant Commissioner of Police 
and Deputy Superintendent 
of Police during the same pe¬ 
riod. But, the PHQ again 
kept mum. 

In case of allegations of 
corruption against serving 
IPS officers in Odisha, the Vi¬ 
gilance Department refused 
to divulge anything. 

“The State government 
specifies that nothing con¬ 
tained in the Act shall apply 
to General Administration 
(Vigilance), Department and 
its organisation,” said Vigi¬ 
lance Department PIO. 

“The piece of information 
is disturbing. It indicates as 
if all allegations against pol¬ 
ice officers were false. We 
believe that allegations were 
thrown to dustbins and no 
proper inquiry was held. 
The much-talked-about tran¬ 
sparency and accountability 
has lost its meaning,” said 
Mr. Kanungo. 


Not consulted on demolition around 
Jagannath temple: Puri Shankaracharya 


STAFF REPORTER 

BHUBANESWAR 

Shankaracharya of Puri Swa¬ 
mi Nischalananda Saraswati 
on Saturday said the Odisha 
government took a unilater¬ 
al decision to demolish 
structures within 75-metre 
radius of Shree Jagannath 
Temple and he was not con¬ 
sulted on this important 
matter. 

Terming the ongoing de¬ 


molition a conspiracy, the 
seer said the committee 
headed by former Orissa 
High Court Judge B.P. Das 
neither met him nor consult¬ 
ed him. 

The committee had sug¬ 
gested clearing the area 
around the 12th century 
temple of encroachments 
for its security. 

The Jagannath temple af¬ 
fairs should be regulated by 


religious processes and 
mutts’ activities follow simi¬ 
lar process, he said. 

The seer’s reaction came 
in the wake of ongoing de¬ 
molition of the 12th century 
Emar Mutt, close to the tem¬ 
ple. Even as the eviction 
drive is under way, mutt Ma- 
hant Rajgopal Ramanuj Dash 
has been protesting the 
move and refused to vacate 
the structure. 


Government of Jharkhand 
Urban Development and Housing Department 
Directorate of Municipal Administration 

Phone No.: 0651-2401955, 2401182(Fax), 

E-mail: - director.ma.goj@gmail.com / pmaytender@gmail.com 


PRNo:-214347 

NIT Ref. No: NIT/PMAY/TPQMA/2019/01 
Tender ID: 2019UDD 40949 1 

Corrigendum/Addendum 

All bidders may take note of Corrigendum 02 & 
clarifications for the queries of Pre-bid meeting held on 26.08.19 for 
the work related to “Third Party Quality and Monitoring Agency 
(TPQMA) Services For PM AY Housing Projects At Various 
Locations In Jharkhand State” and submit their bids accordingly. 
NOTE : Corrigendum 02 & clarifications for the queries of Pre-bid 
meeting held on 26.08.19 have been uploaded on the e-tender site of 
Government of Jharkhand i.e (http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in) 

(Assistant Director) 

Directorate of Municipal Administration 
PR 215807 (Urban Development and Housing)!9-20#D 
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JHARKHAND URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE 
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY 

3rd Floor, Pragati Sadan (RRDA Building) 
Kutchery Chowk, Ranchi-834001, Jharkhand 
CIN: U45200JH2013SGC001752 


PR Ref: 214067 

NIT No. : JUIDCO/PMAY/Vertical-III/2019/283 
Tender ID: 2019 UDD 40809 1 


Project Name: Construction (including structural design) of 1288 Dwelling Units in 04 number of 
G+8 blocks (04 Blocks with 322 Dwelling Units each) at Birsanagar, Jamshedpur under Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) [Package IX]. 


Corrigendum - 2 


SI. No. 

Clause No./ Reference No. 

As in RFPO Document 

AMENDMENTS 

1. 

Notice Inviting Tender 

1. Last Date & Time for submission 
of online bid (Bid Due Date) - 
31.08.2019 up to 1700 Hrs 

2. Last Date & Time for submission 
of tender fee & EMD - 
03.09.2019 up to 1700 Hrs 

3. Date & Time for Opening of 
Technical Bids - 03.09.2019 at 
1730 Hrs 

1. Last Date & Time for 
submission of online bid (Bid 

Due Date) - 11.09.2019 up to 
1700 Hrs 

2. Last Date & Time for 
submission of tender fee & EMD 
- 12.09.2019 up to 1700 Hrs 

3. Date & Time for Opening of 
Technical Bids - 12.09.2019 at 
1730 Hrs 


P.R. 215778 Urban Development(19-20)-D 


^ ^ wz&t cTP3f®t 


Sd/- 

Project Director (Technical) 


Government of Jharkhand 

Department of Higher, Technical Education & Skill Development. 
Higher Education-cum-State Project Directorate 
Yojna Bhawan (Nepal House Campus) Doranda, Ranchi- 834002 


Advertisement No:- 39 Recruitment Notice Dated29-08-2019 

The Department of Higher, Technical Education & Skill Development intends to recruit professionals on 
deputation basis for implementation of Rashtriya Ucchatar Shiksha Abhiyaan (RUSA), a Centrally Sponsored Scheme and 
support of Jharkhand State Higher Education Council (JSHEC) for preparation of State Higher Education Plan and 
Formulation and Monitoring of otheractivities. 

Applications are invited from suitable candidates for rendering services for the positions as detailed and 
described below: - 


SI. No. 

Name of the 

Post 

No. of 

Post 

Mode of 

recruitment 

Qualification & Experience/ 
Emolument per month 

1. 

Additional 

Director 

01 (One) 

Deputation 

Teacher of University/ Officer of State 

Education Service having 20 y ears of 
Teaching/Administrative Experiences and 
having knowledge of RUSA with 

PB-III 15600-39100 GP 8000 


Qualification and Experience 
Eligibility criteria: - On Deputation 

• Teacher of University/Officer of state Education service having 20 years of Teaching/Administrative 
Experiences and having knowledge of RUSA. 

Mode of Recruitment: 

• On the basis of I nterview. 

Terms of Engagement: 

1. For the post mentioned above the deputation period will be of 03 (Three) years from the date of appointment. 
However, deputation may be extended on the basis of satisfactory performance. 

2. During deputation period, salary etc. will be provided by the Department of Higher and Technical Education & 
Skill Development, Government of Jharkhand. 

Mode of Application: 

1. Interested candidates may apply in prescribed application format (available on www.rusajharkhand.com) 
along with all required certificate. The applications could be sent by email to jharkhandrusa@gmail.com or by 
Registered Post at office address before the last date:- 24-09-2019. 


Office Address:- The Director, Higher Education-cum-State Project Directorate(RUSA) Room No- 327, 3rd 
Floor,Yojna Bhawan (Nepal House Campus), Doranda, Ranchi, Jharkhand- 834002 

2. All self-certified supporting documents in terms of qualifications, Work Experience etc. must be attached 
along with the application. 

3. The list ofshort listed candidates will be uploaded on the websitewww.rusajharkhand.com. 

4. The short listed candidates would be called for personal interview in Ranchi. The date and time shall be 
communicated through email. 

5. No claim shall be admissible in case of transport and logistics. 

6. The Department reserves the right to cancel and postpone the recruitment. 

^ ^ Sd/-(Director) 

P.R. 215834 Higher Education Directorate(19-20)-D Higher Education-cum-State Project Directorate 
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IN BRIEF 



Record gold collection in 
Tirumala 'hundi' in July 

TIRUMALA 

The 'hundi' at the temple of 
Lord Venkateswara here 
netted a record 130 kg gold 
in July. The 'hundi' collection 
is the major source of 
revenue to the TTD, which 
has a staggering budget 
outlay of over ?3,116 crore 
for the year 2019-20. Of this, 
the income likely to be 
received from the 'hundi' 
alone is estimated to be 
f1,231 crore. 

Protect legacy of Andhra 
Bank, MP urges Modi 

GUNTUR 

Following the Centre's plan to 
merge the Union Bank of 
India, the Corporation Bank 
and the Andhra Bank, YSRCP 
Member of Parliament from 
Machilipatnam V. Bala Shourie 
has urged Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to continue 
the identity and legacy of 
Andhra Bank. In a letter, he 
urged Mr. Modi to retain the 
name Andhra Bank to the 
merged entity and set up its 
headquarters either in 
Vijayawada or Machilipatnam. 



Nail-biting finish: Snakeboats racing to the finishing line at the Punnamada Lake in Alappuzha on Saturday, -suresh alleppey 

When a snakeboat repeats history 

Nadubhagam Chundan takes home the Nehru Trophy after 67 years 


STAFF REPORTER 

ALAPPUZHA 

It was on Nadubhagam 
Chundan (snakeboat) that 
the country’s first Prime Mi¬ 
nister Jawaharlal Nehru 
hopped on after the snake¬ 
boat came first in an exhibi¬ 
tion race during his visit to 
Alappuzha in 1952. On his re¬ 
turn to New Delhi, Nehru do¬ 
nated a silver trophy, a repli¬ 
ca of a snakeboat. 

Nadubhagam Chundan 
was later declared the first 
winner of the famed Nehru 
Trophy. 


On Saturday, history re¬ 
peated itself. More than six 
decades after the victory in 
the exhibition race, Nadub¬ 
hagam Chundan, rowed by 
the Pallathuruthy Boat Club 
and led by N. Narayanan Kut- 
ty, lifted its second-ever Neh¬ 
ru Trophy. It won the mai¬ 
den race of the inaugural 
edition of the Champions 
Boat League (CBL) in a nail- 
biting finish on Punnamada 
Lake, clocking 4.25.83 mi¬ 
nutes. Champakulam Chun¬ 
dan rowed by the United 
Boat Club, Kainakary, fin¬ 


ished second. Karichal 
Chundan (Police Boat Club) 
came third. 

Earlier, the 67th edition of 
the Nehru Trophy Boat Race 
was inaugurated by Tourism 
Minister Kadakampally Su- 
rendran. Chief Minister Pina- 
rayi Vijayan opened the CBL 
in the presence of cricketer 
Sachin Tendulkar and Fi¬ 
nance Minister T.M. Thomas 
Isaac. 

Mr. Vijayan said the CBL 
would reinforce the spirit of 
unity among people. Mr. 
Tendulkar hailed the gender 


equality in boat races. “I see 
a lot of women rowing the 
boats here. A healthy wo¬ 
man at home means a 
healthy family,” he said. 

A total of 79 boats, includ¬ 
ing 23 snakeboats, partici¬ 
pated in the Nehru Trophy. 

Hosted by Kerala Tou¬ 
rism, CBL is the country’s 
first-ever boat race on the 
lines of IPL. There will be 12 
races in the CBL beginning 
with the Nehru Trophy and 
concluding with President’s 
Trophy Boat Race in Kollam 
on November 23. 


Shivakumar quizzed 
by ED for second day 

Congress leader told to join the probe again on Monday 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Enforcement Directo¬ 
rate on Saturday questioned 
Congress leader and former 
Karnataka Minister D.K. Shi¬ 
vakumar for the second con¬ 
secutive day in connection 
with a money laundering 
case. 

He reached the agency’s 
office around 11.30 A.M., 
hours after the first round of 
recording his statement got 
over late on Friday night. He 
was questioned for more 
than eight hours. He has 
been asked to join the probe 
again on Monday. 

The ED had summoned 
the Congress leader after the 
Karnataka High Court on 
Thursday dismissed his plea 
challenging the earlier sum¬ 
mons. The ED probe started 
in September last year on 
the basis of a chargesheet 
filed by the Income-Tax De¬ 
partment alleging tax eva¬ 
sion and hawala transac¬ 
tions. The I-T Department 
had conducted searches on 





D.K. Shivakumar 

the premises linked to Mr. 
Shivakumar in August 2017. 
It is alleged that unaccount¬ 
ed cash of about £20 crore 
was seized. 

Before he joined the 
probe, Mr. Shivakumar had 
tweeted: “IT raid on me was 
politically motivated for 
hosting Gujarat Congress 
MLAs. As a loyal soldier of 
Congress & a responsible 
politician, I did what party 
asked me to do, for which I 
am being targeted I have full 
faith in legal systems & will 
face this legally as well as 
politically." 


Party slams 
‘harassment’ 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Congress defended its 
Karnataka leader D.K. Shi¬ 
vakumar on Saturday, the 
second consecutive day of 
his questioning by the ED, 
calling it a “targeted ha¬ 
rassment” of Opposition 
leaders. 

In a statement, party’s 
communications in-charge 
Randeep Surjewala said 
this “continuous and tar¬ 
geted harassment” of Op¬ 
position leaders by the go¬ 
vernment was with the sole 
aim of “diverting” the at¬ 
tention of the people from 
its “massive failures”. 

“For the last five years, 
the Modi government has 
been targeting its political 
opponents by fabricating 
false cases with political 
vendetta and vengeance,” 
Mr. Surjewala said. 


30 more daily flights likely from Kerala 


ldf candidate CBI begins investigation 

files papers for ° ° 

paia bypoii into phone-tapping scandal 

Case filed; officials to collect details from Karnataka police 


Aviation Ministry 
steps in after 
CM raises issue 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

Various airlines have pro¬ 
mised to operate 30 addi¬ 
tional flights daily from the 
four international airports in 
Kerala to destinations within 
the country and abroad in 
the winter schedule effective 
from October 27. 

Five of these would be 
domestic flights from here to 
Delhi, said Union Civil Avia¬ 


tion Secretary Pradeep 
Singh Kharola at a meeting 
of the CEOs of the airlines 
here on Saturday. He pro¬ 
mised to look into the de¬ 
mand for refuelling facility 
for overseas flights here. 

The Civil Aviation Ministry 
stepped in after Chief Minis¬ 
ter Pinarayi Vijayan took up 
the concerns of the govern¬ 
ment over the reduction of 
1,579 flights, including 1,005 
in the international sector, in 
the April-June period from 
the premier airports, despite 
reduction in tax on the ATF 
from 25% to 5% in three air¬ 
ports and to 1% in Kannur. 


At a meeting convened by 
the State government and 
the Ministry, the Chief Minis¬ 
ter had said his government 
was ready to further bring 
down the tax if the airlines 
came forward to operate 
more flights. 

Hike in airfares 

Pointing out the steep hike in 
the airfares from the State to 
destinations in West Asia 
and in the domestic sector, 
Mr. Vijayan said this was 
against the decision taken at 
the May 2017 meeting of the 
CEOs. He suggested addi¬ 
tional flights during the fes¬ 


tive season and the interven¬ 
tion of the Ministry to check 
the hike in fares. 

Mr. Vijayan told Mr. Kha¬ 
rola that the demand for di¬ 
rect flights to the U.S. and 
Europe was still in paper. 
The State took up the de¬ 
mand for flights with busi¬ 
ness class to East Asia from 
the capital in view of the 
winding up of the operations 
of the Silk Air to Singapore. 

He urged the Airports 
Authority of India to provide 
more concessions to flights 
operating to the Thiruvanan- 
thapuram and Karipur 
airports. 


STAFF REPORTER 

ICOTTAYAM 

Amidst the continuing un¬ 
certainty within the Kerala 
Congress (M) and the BJP 
over candidate selection. 
Nationalist Congress Party 
leader and Left Democratic 
Front candidate Mani C. 
Kappan on Saturday filed 
his nomination papers for 
the upcoming Assembly 
byelection in Pala. 

The byelection was ne¬ 
cessitated by the death of 
KC(M) leader K.M. Mani. 


DEVE SH K. PANDEY 

NEW DELHI 

The Central Bureau of Inves¬ 
tigation (CBI) has registered 
an FIR into the alleged illegal 
phone-tapping scandal in 
Karnataka on the request of 
the State government. 

A CBI team has been sent 
to collect the relevant docu¬ 
ments from the State police. 
“The case has been regis¬ 
tered against unknown pu¬ 


blic servants and other un¬ 
identified persons,” an 
official said. 

Earlier this month. Chief 
Minister B.S. Yediyurappa 
had recommended a CBI 
probe into the allegations 
that phones of several Oppo¬ 
sition and ruling party lead¬ 
ers, their relatives and pu¬ 
blic servants were illegally 
tapped during the previous 
JD(S)-Congress regime in the 


State. There were allegations 
that former Chief Minister 
and JD(S) leader H.D. Kuma- 
raswamy had got phones of 
several politicians and rebel 
MLAs tapped during the pol¬ 
itical crisis in the State in 
June and July. 

After the leak of an al¬ 
leged intercepted conversa¬ 
tion, the Bengaluru police 
registered an FIR on August 
19. 


Revise Sabarimala 
Master Plan: TDB 

‘Vastu principles not considered’ 


RADH AKRISHNAN KUTTOOR 

PATHANAMTHITTA 

The Travancore Devaswom 
Board (TDB) and experts in 
the field of temple architec¬ 
ture (Vastu) have taken ex¬ 
ception to the Sabarimala 
Master Plan prepared by the 
Delhi-based IL&FS Limited 
and approved in 2007. 

According to them, the 
plan has prescribed various 
facilities around the temple 
complex without consider¬ 
ing many Vastu principles. 

Talking to The Hindu , 
TDB president A. Padmaku- 
mar said IL&FS had pre¬ 
pared the layout plan for the 
Sannidhanam under the im¬ 
pression that the board had 
got only 63 acres there. Ho¬ 
wever, a recent survey car¬ 
ried out on the directions of 
the Kerala High Court had 
found the landholding was 
94.428 acres. This warrant¬ 
ed a fresh layout plan. 


Manoj S. Nair, a vasthu 
expert, who was engaged by 
the TDB for inspecting the 
Sabarimala temple com¬ 
plex, found serious lapses in 
the zoning process. The 
Chennai-based Pithavadi- 
yan and Partners Limited, 
master plan consultants for 
Sabarimala, too stood for a 
thorough review of the plan. 

TDB engineers found that 
certain zones were not as 
per the regular pilgrimage 
practice and day-to-day 
functioning of the temple. 
The master plan identifies a 
square-based concept de¬ 
sign and zone-wise alloca¬ 
tion in the land. TDB ex¬ 
perts said many core 
pilgrim activity areas lie out¬ 
side the ‘square’ concept 
prescribed in the master 
plan. All pilgrim activities 
fall in the green zone where 
no pilgrim activity is permit¬ 
ted, they said. 


Welcome break 



Schoolchildren perform a street play near the Qutb Shahi tombs complex in Hyderabad on Saturday, -g. ramakrishna 


Malaysian vessel to 
be towed to Vizag 

Oil pumped out of tug at Chilika 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

VISAICHAPATNAM 

Oil spillage fears in the eco¬ 
logically sensitive Chilika 
lake appears to have dimin¬ 
ished with the pumping out 
of oil from the Malaysian tug 
which ran aground in the vi¬ 
cinity of the country’s lar¬ 
gest brackish water lagoon 
progressing well. 

The representatives of 
the vessel in Visakhapatnam 
hope that it will be ready to 
be towed to the city shortly. 

Malaysian tug Jin Hwa 32 
ran aground on August 8 af¬ 
ter drifting away in a storm. 
It was on its way from Mon- 
gla Port in Bangladesh to Vi¬ 
sakhapatnam to carry stone 
aggregates (chips) when the 
incident occurred. 

Fearing oil spillage, Od- 
isha Minister for Commerce 
and Transport Padmanabha 
Behera, the Chilika Deve¬ 
lopment Authority, the De- 



The Malaysian tug ran 
aground after a storm. 


partment of Forest and En¬ 
vironment and the Odisha 
Pollution Control Board had 
directed the vessel owners 
to immediately remove 
30,000 litres of diesel, 
2,000 litres of hydraulic oil 
and 1,000 litres of lube oil. 

“We can move the vessel 
to Visakhapatnam after the 
fuel is removed in a day or 
two,” CMD of Navship Ma¬ 
rine Services Pvt. Ltd Bhu- 
pesh Malaratua told The 
Hindu. All its 10 crew mem¬ 
bers, including one Indian, 
are safe. 


Govt, school students to have YouTube channel, blog 

IT club of a school at Koothattukulam in Kerala will train students to showcase creativity online 


Fake news spurs rush to pay 
traffic challans in Hyderabad 



Students get IT lessons at the Government Upper Primary 
School at Koothattukulam in Kerala, -special arrangement 


Appeal warned of higher fines being levied for old offences 


M.P. P RAVEEN 

ICOCHI 

Students of the Government 
Upper Primary School at 
Koothattukulam in Kerala 
are set to blog and also post 
videos on YouTube, going 
beyond the mere basics of 
Information Technology. 

An IT club, named ekids, 
has already been formed at 
the school in Ernakulam 
district to ignite young 
minds’ creativity through 
technology. 

“This is perhaps the first 
such initiative in the State at 
the upper primary level. 
Brainstorming among the 
staff on how best to use the 
14 laptops and five 
projectors the government 
had granted us for 
enhancing the classroom 


experience led us to this 
idea,” said Valsala Devi, the 
headmistress. Funds are 
being mobilised at the local 
community level for the 
school’s IT infrastructure. 

The blog will in due 


course be turned into a 
creative space for students 
to express themselves. “The 
idea is to post at least one 
blog by a class in a week. 
Once students are equipped 
enough, they will be 


encouraged to post personal 
blogs, comprising articles, 
poems or a random 
thought,” said Nilchil Jose, 
the school IT coordinator. 

Apart from classroom 
activities, the YouTube 
channel, ekids 
Koothattukulam, will be a 
platform for students to 
exhibit their artistic talents 
and document their 
academic activities. Field 
trips can be shot, edited and 
uploaded by students. A 
comprehensive school- 
related news is also being 
planned on YouTube. 

Plans are also afoot to 
give a digital makeover to 
the handwritten journals 
every student has to come 
up with a year, a tradition 
the school has been 


following for a decade. 

“Now we will collate the 
journals at the classroom 
level and publish them 
digitally,” said Mr. Jose. 

To begin with, 60 
students have been inducted 
into the IT club on the basis 
of an aptitude test. They are 
being trained by teachers 
who have received IT 
training under the Kerala 
Infrastructure and 
Technology for Education 
(KITE), a State government 
establishment. The IT 
instructor from a neighbour¬ 
ing government high school, 
has also been roped in. 

This initial batch of 
students will be converted 
into trainers to cover the 
entire 860 students in the 
school in a phased manner. 


MARR I RAMU 

HYDERABAD 

Sounds strange but a recent 
piece of fake news is filling 
up the Telangana govern¬ 
ment’s coffers, despite offi¬ 
cials posting messages con¬ 
tradicting the report! 

On an average, the Hyde¬ 
rabad Traffic Police (HTP) re¬ 
ceive traffic fine amounts 
ranging from £20 lakh to £25 
lakh a day. From Monday, 
however, the amounts sud¬ 
denly jumped to £29 lakh 
and reached a peak of Z89 
lakh on Friday. 

It all started with on Au¬ 
gust 19, when an appeal, 
purportedly from the ‘Com¬ 
missioner of Police, Traffic 
wing, Hyderabad, first ap¬ 


peared on social media. Gi¬ 
ven that the Centre has noti¬ 
fied new enhanced fines for 
various traffic offences, the 
appeal urged people to pay 
all pending traffic fines im¬ 
mediately as from Septem¬ 
ber 1 even older offences 
would attract the new 
amounts. 

For example, for drunk 
driving the present fine is 
£2,000 while the enhanced 
sum is ^10,000. The fake ap¬ 
peal suggested that if a pend¬ 
ing challan for drunk driving 
is not paid, the vehicle driv¬ 
er would have to pay 
^10,000 instead of £2,000. 

By August 25, the appeal 
went viral on different social 
media platforms, sparking 


panic. Taking note, the Hyd¬ 
erabad Traffic Police posted 
a clarification on its Face- 
book page on August 27 that 
it was fake appeal and not is¬ 
sued by them. The Telanga¬ 
na government is yet to an¬ 
nounce when the enhanced 
fine amounts would be 
imposed. 

However it did little to 
stem the panic. Last Monday 
alone, HTP counters in the 
city received £28 lakh to¬ 
wards fines. 

On Tuesday, it rose to 162 
lakh and by Friday it 
touched ^89 lakh. “We had 
clearly stated that it was fake 
news on our fb page, but ma¬ 
ny believed the fake news,” 
HTP chief Anil Kumar said. 
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IRCTC to restore service 
charges on e-tickets 

NEW DELHI 

The Indian Railway Catering 
and Tourism Corporation will 
restore service charge for 
e-tickets at ?15 a ticket for 
non-AC classes and ?30 for 
AC classes, according to an 
August 30 order, pti 

T.N. policy on electric 
vehicles in 3 weeks 

COIMBATORE 

Tamil Nadu will release a 
policy on electric vehicles in 
three weeks, J. 

Radhakrishnan, Principal 
Secretary, Transport 
Department, said on 
Saturday. Electric vehicles 
constitute 0.5% of the total 
vehicles in the State, he said. 

Bitcoin scam kingpin 
beaten to death 

DEHRADUN 

Abdul Shakoor, kingpin of a 
bitcoin scam worth ?485 
crore that had its roots in 
Kerala was beaten to death by 
five of his associates here, a 
senior police official said on 
Saturday. A search was on to 
nab five more close aides of 
Shakoor, police said, pti 

Mamata raises Durga 
Puja dole to ?25,000 

KOLKATA 

West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee on Friday 
more than doubled the dole 
to clubs organising 
community Durga Puja, 
increasing it from U0,000 to 
?25,000 this year. The 
decision would cost the 
exchequer ?70 crore. 

School principal held for 
'hushing up' rape case 

RAIPUR 

Ten days after a class 1 
student of a Central school in 
Raipur was allegedly raped by 
her three seniors, its principal 
has been arrested for trying 
to "hush up" the matter, 
police said on Saturday, pti 


Monsoon deficit reduced to near zero 


However, country is unlikely to have 
surplus rain, meteorologists say 



Welcome showers: Students playing during a sudden spell of 
rain in New Delhi on Saturday, -r.v. moorthy 


JACOB KOSHY 

NEW DELHI 

In spite of heavy rains in Au¬ 
gust, which reduced the 
2019 monsoon deficit to 
nearly zero, meteorologists 
say that India is unlikely to 
end the monsoon with sur¬ 
plus rain. 

As of August 31, India re¬ 
ceived 300 mm of rain, 16% 
more than the 258 mm that’s 
typical for the month. Bet¬ 
ween June 1 and August 31, 
India got 709 mm of rainfall, 
a millimetre shy of the 710 
mm that's normal for that 
period. 

A surge of low pressure 
disturbances in the Bay of 


Bengal in July and August 
was responsible for the ac¬ 
tive monsoon. 

Active monsoon 

On July 31, data from the In¬ 
dia Meteorological Depart¬ 
ment (IMD) showed that the 
country got 28.5 cm of rain¬ 
fall in July, about 4% more 
than what was normal for 
the month. This reduced the 
seasonal deficit (calculated 
from June 1 to July 31) from 
32.8% on June 30 to 9%, on 
July 31. As of August 31, that 
deficit is now down to 0.2%. 

However, monsoon has 
begun to ebb from August 18 
and will continue so until 


early September, according 
to Madhavan Rajeevan, Se¬ 
cretary, Union earth scienc¬ 
es ministry. “A low-pressure 
system is likely to form 


around September 2. Over¬ 
all, it looks like India will end 
up with normal monsoon 
rain,” he told The Hindu. 

The bountiful rains in Au¬ 


gust were focussed on Cen¬ 
tral and Southern India, 
which at 418 and 286 mm 
was 40% and 55% above nor¬ 
mal for the month. 

El Nino effect 

The above average monsoon 
activity was due to “in¬ 
creased activity” in the In¬ 
dian Ocean. “The El Nino ac¬ 
tivity had subsided however 
we were also seeing an above 
normal activity in the Indian 
Ocean. Unlike the Pacific 
Ocean, the impact of the In¬ 
dian Ocean isn't as well un¬ 
derstood,” Mr. Rajeevan 
noted. 

India gets about 17-18 cm 
of rainfall in September and 
it is unlikely to be above aver¬ 
age because of a slight resur¬ 
gence of El Nino-like condi¬ 
tions. 


Retrieved antiquities go on 
display at Delhi’s Purana Qila 



Across centuries: The gallery houses 195 antiquities ranging 
from the proto-historic to the modern period, -sandeep saxena 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

A collection of antiques that 
have been retrieved and 
confiscated over the years 
went on display at the Pura¬ 
na Qila complex on Satur¬ 
day, with Culture Minister 
Prahlad Singh Patel inaugu¬ 
rating the new gallery set up 
by the Archaeological Sur¬ 
vey of India. 

The gallery houses 195 an¬ 
tiques that range from the 
proto-historic to the modern 
period and include stone 
and metal sculptures, coins, 
paintings, ivory and copper 
artefacts. A total of nine anti¬ 
quities at the gallery have 
been retrieved from other 
countries, an ASI official 
said. 

Among the exhibits is a 
standing image of Sridevi 
from the Chola dynasty pe¬ 
riod that was seized by the 
United States' Homeland Se¬ 
curity from the smuggler 


Subhash Kapoor and re¬ 
turned to India during Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's 
trip in 2016. A standing 
Buddha returned by the Me¬ 
tropolitan Museum of Art in 
New York in 1999 and a mar¬ 
ble sculpture of Brahma- 
Brahmani that was stolen 
from the open-air museum 
at Rani-ki-Vav in Gujarat in 
2001 and recovered from the 
UK in 2012 are also on dis- 
play. 

Talking to the media after 


opening the gallery, Mr. Pa¬ 
tel said: “We have been able 
to recover more antiques in 
the past five years than in 
the past 50 years due to the 
good relations with other 
countries.” 

The gallery is a part of the 
central antiquity collection 
at the Purana Qila, where a 
total of 2,72,824 antiques are 
stored, the statement said. 
Of those, 4,144 antiques 
have been confiscated or re¬ 
trieved by authorities. 


At least 13 dead in 
Dhule factory blaze 


Fire triggered big 
explosions, 72 
persons injured 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

At least 13 people were 
killed and 72 others injured 
in a fire at a chemicals facto¬ 
ry in Dhule on Saturday. 

According to the police, 
the fire started at about 9.30 
a.m. in a factory belonging 
to Chemisynth near Wagha- 
di village in Shirpur, Dhule. 

“The factory manufac¬ 
tures precursors to chemi¬ 
cals that are used in the 
pharmaceutical fields and 
then provides the precur¬ 
sors to various pharma com¬ 
panies in the State,” said In¬ 
spector Shivaji Budhwant of 
the Shirpur City police sta¬ 
tion. 

“The fire was followed by 
several massive explosions. 
While the fire itself took 



The fire was followed by 
several massive explosions 
at the factory, -pti 


around two-and-a-half 
hours to bring under con¬ 
trol, the subsequent search 
and rescue operation took 
the better part of the day,” 
he added. 

Maharashtra Chief Minis¬ 
ter Devendra Fadnavis said 
in a statement, “State Disas¬ 
ter teams (SDRF) have 
reached too and now fire is 
under control. We have an¬ 
nounced tS lakh to the kin 
of deceased.” 



WEATHER WATCH 

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY 


TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/lMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) 

Forecast for Sunday: Heavy to very heavy rainfall very likely at 
isolated places over Odisha, coastal Karnataka, Himachal Pra¬ 
desh, Uttarakhand, Haryana, Rajasthan, west Madhya Pradesh, 
Vidarbha, Chhattisgarh, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Nagaland, 
Manipur, central Maharashtra, Konkan and Goa. Thunderstorm 
accompanied with lightning likely over Bihar, Jharkhand and 
Gangetic West Bengal. 


CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

Agartala. 


..37.0.. 

..29.0 

Kozhikode. 

... 34.8.. 

..30.0.. 

..24.0 

Ahmedabad.... 


..27.0.. 

..35.0 

Kurnool. 


..33.0.. 

..25.0 

Aizawl. 

.... 7.4.. 

..29.0.. 

..20.0 

Lucknow. 


..36.0.. 

..28.0 

Allahabad. 


..36.0.. 

..28.0 

Madurai. 

.0.3.. 

..40.0.. 

..26.0 

Bengaluru. 


..28.0.. 

..20.0 

Mangaluru. 

... 25.4.. 

..29.0.. 

..23.0 

Bhopal. 

.... 0.5.. 

..30.0.. 

..24.0 

Mumbai. 

... 12.7.. 

..30.0.. 

..24.0 

Bhubaneswar.. 

....2.5.. 

..34.0.. 

..26.0 

Mysuru. 


..29.0.. 

..19.0 

Chandigarh .... 


..35.0.. 

..27.0 

New Delhi. 


..37.0.. 

..29.0 

Chennai. 


..36.0.. 

..27.0 

Patna . 


..36.0.. 

..28.0 

Coimbatore.... 


..33.0.. 

..22.0 

Port Blair. 

. 130.5.. 

..30.0.. 

..23.0 

Dehradun. 

.. 24.2.. 

..32.0.. 

..25.0 

Puducherry. 


..37.0.. 

..25.0 

Gangtok. 

.. 92.0.. 

..22.0.. 

..18.0 

Pune. 

.1.4.. 

..27.0.. 

..23.0 

Goa. 

.. 12.7.. 

..29.0.. 

..24.0 

Raipur. 

.0.2.. 

..31.0.. 

..25.0 

Guwahati. 

.... 6.7.. 

..35.0.. 

..26.0 

Ranchi. 


..33.0.. 

..24.0 

Hubballi. 


..26.0.. 

..22.0 

Shillong. 


..27.0.. 

..18.0 

Hyderabad. 

.... 5.8.. 

..35.0.. 

..26.0 

Shimla. 


..26.0.. 

..17.0 

Imphal. 


..33.0.. 

..22.0 

Srinagar. 


..28.0.. 

..16.0 

Jaipur. 


..34.0.. 

..27.0 

Thiruvananthapuram.. 

.1.8.. 

..31.0.. 

..24.0 

Kochi. 

.. 11.8.. 

..30.0.. 

..24.0 

Tiruchi. 

.-.. 

..39.0.. 

..27.0 

Kohima. 

.... 8.4.. 

..32.0.. 

..19.0 

Vijayawada. 

. 148.0.. 

..32.0.. 

..24.0 

Kolkata . 


..34.0.. 

..27.0 

Visakhapatnam. 

.2.8.. 

..32.0.. 

..27.0 


(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) 

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday 


CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE 

Ahmedabad. 57 .56 40 ....63 .109 ....■ 

Bengaluru. 11 .55 87 - .118 ....■ 

Chennai. 12 .13 41 ....30 ...45 ....■ 

Delhi.7 .53 46 ....89 .234 ....■ 

Hyderabad. 30 .29 15 ....39 ...46 ....■ 

Kolkata.8 .20 .9 ....51 ...51 ....■ 

Lucknow.6 .34 51 ..123 - ....■ 

Mumbai. 15 .18 21 ....31 ...71 ....■ 

Pune. 74 ...8 67 ....35 ...35 ....■ 

Visakhapatnam ..- ..- .- - - ....- 

Air Quality Code: ■ Poor ■ Moderate ■ Good (Readings indicate average AQI) 
SO 2 : Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, 
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air 
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues 
and monuments. 

NO 2 : Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by 
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. 

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to 
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause 
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. 

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, 
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced 
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 
death in people with heart or lung disease 


In observation made at 4.00 
p.m., Loni Dehat, Uttar 
Pradesh, recorded an overall 
air quality index (AQI) score 
of 199 indicating a moderate 
level of pollution. In 
contrast, Haldia, West Bengal 
recorded a healthy AQI score 
of 24. 


Switzerland 
to share bank 
account info 


Prof, gets notice for 
remark on deity 

Allahabad varsity faculty fears attack 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Banking details of Indians 
with accounts in Switzer¬ 
land will be available to tax 
authorities here from Sun¬ 
day as the automatic ex¬ 
change of information re¬ 
gime kicks off between the 
two countries. The move is 
a significant step in the go¬ 
vernment’s fight against 
black money and the era of 
“Swiss bank secrecy” will 
finally be over from Sep¬ 
tember, the Central Board 
of Direct Taxes (CBDT) 
said. 

Between August 29 and 
August 30, a Swiss delega¬ 
tion, led by deputy head of 
the tax division in the State 
Secretariat for Internation¬ 
al Finance Nicolas Mario 
Luscher, called on Revenue 
Secretary A.B. Pandey, 
CBDT Chairman P.C. Mody 
and CBDT Member (Legis¬ 
lation) Akhilesh Ranjan be¬ 
fore the regime kicked in, it 
said. 

“India will receive infor¬ 
mation of the calendar 
year 2018 in respect of all 
financial accounts held by 
Indian residents in Switzer¬ 
land,” the CBDT said in a 
statement, adding that de¬ 
tails for accounts closed in 
2018 will also be available. 


OMAR RASHID 

LUCKNOW 

A Dalit Assistant Professor 
in Allahabad University on 
Saturday said he feared he 
could be lynched by a mob 
after an old video showing 
him making controversial 
remarks about a Hindu dei¬ 
ty was widely circulated on 
campus. 

The university’s adminis¬ 
tration has served Vikram 
Harijan, an Assistant Profes¬ 
sor in the Medieval and An¬ 
cient History department, a 
show-cause notice following 
a complaint by a group of 
students who claimed they 
had been offended by Mr. 
Harijan’s remarks. 

Mr. Harijan found himself 
in trouble after a research 
scholar, Ranjeet Saroj, on 
August 20 uploaded on You¬ 
Tube a video showing the fa¬ 
culty member making con¬ 
troversial comments on a 
Hindu deity. Following the 
circulation of the video, a 
delegation of students led 
by Ashwani Kumar Maurya, 
joint secretary of the ABVP 
(Kashi Pranth) wrote to the 
university’s vice-chancellor 
on August 27 demanding ac¬ 
tion against Mr. Harijan. 
They contended that Mr. 


Harijan’s “anti-dharma” ut¬ 
terances had “hurt religious 
sentiments” of the public. 
Mr. Maurya also lodged a 
police complaint against the 
faculty member at the Colo- 
nelganj police station. 

Asserting that he had ex¬ 
pressed regret for his com¬ 
ments, if they had hurt 
anyone's sentiments, Mr. 
Harijan told The Hindu, that 
the video being circulated 
was, however, at least two 
years old. 

‘To promote rationality’ 

The video, which shows the 
faculty member narrating 
how as a sixth-standard stu¬ 
dent he had insulted a Hin¬ 
du deity but faced no back¬ 
lash from the deity to push 
his argument against reli¬ 
gion and fears related to it, 
had been shot at a private 
event at a hostel in Prayagraj 
on April 14, 2017, on the 
birth anniversary of Bhim- 
rao Ambedkar. 

“My purpose was to say 
that our children should 
move forward on the basis 
of education, hard work and 
rationality, not to rely on 
destiny or fear of god,” he 
explained. “Faith is the path 
to superstition,” he added. 


+ GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA 

2®. OmCE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, 

PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION, KEONJHAR - 758001 

Ph Nq ,067*6-2 S4U9G, 

e-Mail:- eephkjr@grnail.com 

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e -Procurement | 

invitation Foe Bui* f!Fft) 201 *-20 dt.31 -0B.201 0 ' 

01. Name of the Work 

. 4 Nos. works 

02. Esiimated Cost 

Rs.102.5t to 230.11 Lakh 

03. Period of Completion 

03 Months 

04. Date & Time of Amiability of Bid 
Document in the Portal 

11 hours of dt.11.O9.2019 to 

17 hours of dt.03.ID.2019 

85. Last date / time of receipt of bids 
in the portal 

17 hours of dt.03.10.2019 

08. Date and Time of opening of bids 

: 17 hours of dt 11.10.2019 

07. Name and Address of the Officer 
InviLing Bid. 

: The Executive Engineer, 

P.H. Division, Keonjhar- 758001, Odisha 

Ph.06766-254096 

e-Mail : eephkjr@gmaFi.com 

1 Further details can be seen from the website www.tenclersorissa.gov,in 

1S6-C; 

130 54/11/OOCa/mo 

SdA 

Executive Engineer, 

Public Health Division, Keonjhar | 


Lalu’s health 
condition 
not stable 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

RANCHI 

The condition of jailed 
Rashtriya Janata Dal chief 
Lalu Prasad is not stable as 
his kidneys are not func¬ 
tioning properly and blood 
sugar and blood pressure 
are fluctuating, a senior 
doctor attending to him 
said on Saturday. 

Mr. Prasad, 71, is under¬ 
going treatment at the Ra- 
jendra Institute of Medical 
Sciences in Ranchi. He has 
been in jail since 2017 after 
his conviction in fodder 
scam cases. 

“His kidneys are not 
functioning properly. The 
GFR (glomerular filtration 
rate) has dropped. His 
blood sugar and blood 
pressure are also fluctuat¬ 
ing,” Dr. Umesh Prasad, 
one of the attending doc¬ 
tors, told PTI. 

“His diet has also de¬ 
creased compared with 
earlier. We are giving him 
medicines now,” he said. 


NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR EMPOWERMENT OF PERSONS 
WITH MULTIPLE DISABILITIES (DivyangjanJ(NIEPMD) 
(ACCREDITED BY NACC) 

(Dept.of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan), 

Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, GOI) 

ECR, Muttukadu, Kovalam Post, Chennai 603 112, Tamil Nadu. 

Fax: 044-27472389 | Tel: 044-27472104, 27472113, 27472046 | Toll Free No: 18004250345 
Website: www.niepmd.tn.nic.in _ E-mail: niepmd@amail.com 
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VACANCY NOTIFICATION: 
CONSULTANT (TEMPORARY) No.28/2019 

NIEPMD invites eligible candidates for a walk-in 
selection process on 18.09.2019 at 11.00 AM for the 
position of Hindi Typist (Consultant) on temporary 
contractual basis. For detailed instructions, essential 
Qualification, desirable qualification, experience, etc., 
visit website www.niepmd.tn.nic.in. DIRECTOR 


ANDHRA PRADESH POWER DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LIMITED 

b-procurement notification 


e-Tender Notice No: 610000563 

APPOCL invites Bids f ct " Tender document far transportation of 3.675 Miion Tons per 
annum of benefeialed coal from different washeries at Talcber area out lets (Raflway 
sitings at Tafcher area) to SDSTPS via Paradip and KrishnEp^nam Pods by Rail cum 
Sea cum ConveyorfRoad for a period of Two years on Reverse Auction basis." 
Schedule available Fmm IS M Hrs on 31.00,2019 

Last date for up lead ing of bids online up to 14 ;00 Hrs on 24-09.2019 

Opening of Bids alter 10:00 Hrson 24.09,2019 

For Further details, please vi$4 website www.apgenco-gov.in (NotifealiotY Tender 
notjficatiOfVSDSTPS) 

The documents can be downloaded from live website of https wetencter.apq enco.oov.in 
CHIEF GENERAL MAN AG Eft JAPP DC L 


SOUTHERN RAILWAY 


MATERIALS MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT 
E-Tender Notice for the supply of stores No.14/2019 dt. 29/08/2019 

Southern Railway has implemented an e-system. All advertised tenders will be dealt 
through e-procurement system only. No manual offer/postal offer will be entertained. 
These tenders can be accessed under the link www.ireps.gov.in->SR->COS 


E-Tender No. 


82/19/6233/EOT 


82/19/6108/EOT 


Description 


POWER SUPPLY ARRANGEMENT 


MAIN LED SIGNALS 


Tender Closing date 
&time 


20.09.2019 @ 14.30 Hrs 


26.09.2019 @ 14.30 Hrs 


Railway reserves the right to issue any corrigendum to the tenders 
Important Notice to Vendors: e-procurement is in the link www.ireps.gov.in 

PRINCIPAL CHIEF MATERIALS MANAGER 


DEPARTMENT OF BIOTECHNOLOGY 
Ministry of Science & Technology 


Indo-U.S.' 

GENOME 


/// 

ll 

IUSSTF 


ENGINEERING/EDITINGTECHNOLOGY 
INITI ATI VE ( GETin ) PROG RAM 


THIRD CALL FOR PROPOSAL 


Acknowledging importance of strategies & techniques in genome modification, as modern day essential tools for 
research & development, the Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Govt, of India along with the Indo-U.S. Science 
& Technology Forum (IUSSTF) announces fellowship program between Indian Institutes and premier U.S. 
Universities, in significant areas of Genome Engineering / Editing Technology (GETin). 

The program is open to individuals whose research work has an interface with 
Genome Engineering / Editing Technology studies 


PROGRAM MODULE & ELIGIBILITY: 

STUDENT INTERNSHIP 

• Indian citizens currently pursuing Ph.D. on a 
full-time basis in various forefront disciplines of 
biotechnology (agriculture, health sciences, bio¬ 
engineering, biomedical, fundamental biology 
or allied fields) at a public - funded R&D lab / 
S&T Institute / recognized academic institute / 
University/College in India. 

• Fora period of up to 6 months 

• Age: Up to 32 years as on 31 December2019 

OVERSEAS FELLOWSHIP 

• Indian citizens having Ph.D. in Life Science, 
Biotechnology, Engineering or Technology, holding a 
regular position in public funded R&D Lab / S&T 
Institution/ recognized Universities/Colleges in India. 


• Fora period of up to 5 weeks to 1 2 months 

• Age: Up to 45 years as on 31 December201 9 

VISITING FELLOWSHIP 

• U.S. Faculty or Foreign Post Docs presently working 
in U.S. (for at least two years) in a field having 
an interface with Genome Engineering / Editing 
Technologies. 

• Applicant should possess Ph.D., M.D, M.S or 
equivalent degree with outstanding track record as 
evidentthough publications and other recognitions 

• Fora period of 2-3 months 

• Age: Up to 60 years as on 31 December2019 

FELLOWSHIP/INTERNSHIP INCLUDES: 

• Monthly Stipend • Airfare 

• Contingency Allowance • Health Insurance 



S vrtdlLWdld 'MldcfrjxTX ^ITrt f^TT ^4 SFj+TSTTrt WIFI 

JAWAHARLAL INSTITUTE OF POSTGRADUATE 
MEDICAL EDUCATION AND RESEARCH (JIPMER) 

(T3H32f ^ mRcik <Uc<JI u I tKliK HSrt 3>T 'TRSfH), £MdR *1 J K, 

(An institute of National Importance under the 
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare), Dhanvantri Nagar, Puducherry ■ 605 006 

Phone: 0413-2296022_Website: www.jipmer.puducherry.gov.in Fax: 0413 - 2272067 - 2272735 


No.JOSW/4(1)/2019 Date: 31.08.2019 

NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
NAME OF WORK : "Outsourcing of 24/7 Security services, including Quick 
Response Team, Intelligence Services, Emergency Services & other security 
related services (manpower, vehicle, gadgets and other essential items)” 
Sealed Expressions of Interest (Eol) (i.e., Technical bid and Financial bid) in 
conformity with detailed Eol call notice are invited from service provider Agencies/ 
Firms having valid Registration Certificate, including registration with the Regional 
Labour Commissioner, EPF/ESI Registration, Service Tax Registration and 
PAN Card etc., for Outsourcing of 24/7 Security Services, including Quick 
Response Team, Intelligence Services, Emergency Services and other Security 
related services including Manpower, Vehicle, Gadgets, Supervisory Staff, 
Protective Items etc., in the campus of JIPMER, Puducherry & Karaikal. 

For downloading full text of the Eol and other terms and conditions, please visit 
www.jipmer.edu.in 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR (ADMN.), JIPMER 


UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS 


ADMISSION NOTIFICATION 

The University is offering M.L. Degree course in the 
following branches under private study (Non-semester) for 
the academic year 2019-2020 through English medium only 
in the Department of Legal Studies. 

• Br-I- International Law and Constitutional Law 

• Br-lll- Criminal Law 

• Br-V- Intellectual Property Law 

• Br-VI- Human Rights and Environmental Law 

• Br-VII- Labour and Administrative Law 
ELIGIBILITY: A pass in B.L/ L.L.B., Degree from a recognized 

University under regular pattern of study i.e. 10+2+3+3 or 
11+1+3+3 (in case of three years B.L / L.L.B) or 10+2+5 (in 
case of Five years B.L / L.L.B) 

Application can be downloaded from the University 
website at www.unom.ac.in . The cost of application is 
Rs.236/- inclusive of GST (Rs.118/- inclusive of GST for SC/ST 
candidates on production of photo copy of the community 
certificate) by means of Demand Draft or Online Payment 
shall be enclosed, failing which the application will be 
summarily rejected. 

Last date for issue / submission of filled in application : 
15.10.2019. Q) (044) 25399473 

No : ERC / M.L/ PS/ Notification/ 2019-2020. 801, 21.8.2019 

DIPR/968/Display/2019_REGISTRAR 



SOUTHERN RAILWAY 

(CONSTRUCTION ORGANISATION) 

E-TENDER NOTICE No.SGCNMTP-2019-4 dt.29.08.19 

For and on behalf of The President of India, The Executive Signal and 
Telecommunication Engineer, Construction and Metropolitan Transport 
Project, Southern Railway, Ground Floor, GC building, Me Nichols Road, Chetpet, 
Chennai-31 invites e-tenders for the following work: 


Name of the work 

1 

Provision of TPWS trackside equipments for newly commissioned 3 rd and 4 th 
Lines between Chennai Beach and Korukkupet Stations in Chennai Division 

2 

Approximate Cash Value 

? 656.01 lakhs 

3 

Cost of the tender form 

? 10,000/- 

4 

Earnest Money Deposit 

? 4,78,000/- 

5 

Period of Completion 

Six Months 

7 

Date and time of closing of bidding 

03.10.2019 at 14.00 Hrs 

8 

Date and time of opening of Temder 

03.10.2019 at 14.30 Hrs 

9 

For further details refer Website address 

www.ireps.gov.in 


For further details contact office at this 
Address 

The Executive Signal and 
Telecommunication Engineer, 
Construction and Metropolitan 
Transport Project, Southern Railway, 
Ground Floor, GC building, 

Me. Nichols Road, Chetpet, Chennai-31 

Payment of Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) and Tender Document Cost (TDC) 
in respect of e-tendering shall be accepted through net banking or payment 
gateway only. 

Executive Signal and Telecom Engineer, Construction and 
Metropolitan Transport Project, Chennai-31 
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Probe ordered into 
uranium contamination 


Now ‘revolving-door’ arrests in Kashmir 

1,500 youth have been held for short periods and released to contain street clashes in the Valley 



Brief respite: Vehicles seen plying on the streets of Srinagar after restrictions were eased on 


The APPCB said the UCIL 
was not complying with the 
norms for protecting the 
tailings pond from seepage. 
It had asked the UCIL to line 
the pond with a polyethy¬ 
lene layer. The UCIL, in¬ 
stead, lined the pond with 
clay material with desired 
thickness as per the Atomic 
Energy Regulatory Board 
guidelines. 

APPCB Chairman B.S.S. 
Prasad told journalists that 
there were apprehensions 
among the people living in 
the vicinity of the project 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

Senior Aam Aadmi Party 
leader and MLA from Su- 
nam Aman Arora ridiculed 
the Punjab AAP leadership 
on Saturday over their re¬ 
mark that the party had lost 
all hopes of getting justice in 
the 2015 Bargari sacrilege 
cases. Hitting out at AAP 
MLA and Leader of Opposi- 


site over the release of slurry 
into the tailings pond, and 
the plan to expand it. Speak¬ 
ing to The Hindu earlier this 
week, Mr. Prasad said, “Our 
reports suggest that there is 
a steep rise in the levels of 
sodium and other heavy me¬ 
tals in the groundwater at 
Tummalapalle and its sur¬ 
rounding areas.” 

The report further stated 
that the uranium concentra¬ 
tion in the groundwater was 
4,000 ppb (parts per billion) 
against the AERB permissi¬ 
ble limit of 60 ppb. 


tion in the Punjab Assembly 
Harpal Singh Cheema, Mr. 
Arora said that while there 
is no doubt that the Akali 
Dal-BJP and the Congress 
governments had “done 
nothing” to deliver justice, 
“it does not mean that AAP, 
the principal Opposition 
party in the State, should 
abandon all hope of deliver¬ 
ing justice to the people”. 


PEER ZADA ASHIQ 

SOURA 

The Jammu and Kashmir pol¬ 
ice have adopted a novel ap¬ 
proach involving “revolving- 
door arrests” to contain the 
situation on the streets in the 
wake of withdrawal of the 
State’s special status on Au¬ 
gust 5. 

According to data with the 
police headquarters (PHQ) 
in Srinagar, around 1,500 
youth have been picked up 
and released under a contin¬ 
uous process across the 
Kashmir Valley in the past 
few weeks. This comes amid 
rising incidents of stone 
throwing after Id. 

Political leaders 

According to the official fi¬ 
gures, accessed by The Hin¬ 
du, 1,185 people, including 
the mainstream leaders of 
the National Conference 
(NC), Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) and Peoples 
Conference (PC), remain de¬ 
tained since August 5. A total 
of 3,200 persons were ar¬ 
rested in the first three 
weeks, the official figures 
show. 


Saturday, ■nissar ahmad 

However, 1,500 youth, 
whom the police rounded up 
during raids and street scuf¬ 
fles for disturbing the law 
and order situation in the 
Valley, were held under the 
“revolving door mechan¬ 
ism”. 

‘Poor space in jails’ 

“Besides the permanent de¬ 
tentions, scores of youth 
were detained from a period 
of one day to two weeks at 
maximum. Such daily arrests 
and release from detentions 


are a continuous process,” a 
top police officer told The 
Hindu. The reason for the 
“revolving door” method, 
according to the police, was 
also “poor space in the Val¬ 
ley’s jails ”, despite shifting 
several persons, including 
detained militants, to Uttar 
Pradesh, Haryana and Delhi. 

J&K government spokes¬ 
person Rohit Kansal has re¬ 
fused to give out any official 
figures on detention, saying 
“there were no centralised fi¬ 
gures on arrests and the lo¬ 


cal officers deal with the sit¬ 
uation locally”. 

Akram Khan (name 
changed), a resident of Sou- 
ra, said he was arrested on 
his way home after evening 
prayers when clashes broke 
out in his area in the third 
week of August. 

Daily detentions 

Mr. Khan, who returned to 
Kashmir to set up his own 
business four years ago, said 
he is now among dozens of 
youth in daytime detention. 


with no formal FIRs. 

“He is directed to report 
to the Soura police station in 
the morning and leave it by 7 
p.m. This was done because 
his family and he were able 
to establish that he had no 
role in any clashes,” his close 
relative told The Hindu. “It’s 
not just him but the whole fa¬ 
mily is dragged into a situa¬ 
tion. It is a living hell on a 
daily basis,” he added. 

Around 40 local youths 
are being held in the Soura 
police station, which saw 
major demonstrations in se¬ 
cond week of August. 

In contrast to the govern¬ 
ment claims on the receding 
trend in stone-throwing inci¬ 
dents since August 5, official 
figures suggested it was “un¬ 
even and on days touch new 
levels”. 

According to the police 
headquarters figures, August 
19 and August 26 were the 
only days when the number 
of stone-throwing incidents 
came down to eight and 12, 
respectively. The number 
peaked on August 20 when 
40 such incidents were re¬ 
ported in Srinagar alone. 


Committed 
to Kartarpur 
corridor: Shah 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Saturday said the 
Modi government was 
committed to completing 
the Kartarpur Sahib corri¬ 
dor within the stipulated 
time. 

The assurance of the 
Home Minister came a day 
after India and Pakistan 
held a meeting of the tech¬ 
nical committee at Zero 
Point in Gurdaspur in Pun¬ 
jab on the opening of the 
corridor, amid fresh ten¬ 
sions between the two 
countries. 

Extending greetings to 
the Sikh community on the 
occasion of ‘Parkash Purab 
of Guru Granth Sahib ji’, 
Mr. Shah hoped that the 
light of the holy Guru 
Granth Sahib would conti¬ 
nue to guide everyone and 
provide the strength to 
serve the nation better. 

“I also reiterate the com¬ 
mitment of Modi govt, to 
complete the work on Kar¬ 
tarpur Sahib Corridor 
within the time frame,” he 
tweeted. 


AAP MLA slams party 


+ 



Voicing support 


Come rain or shine: A Tibetan exile shouting slogans during a rally in New Delhi to extend support to pro-democracy protesters 
in Hong Kong, -reuters 

Shah seeks expedited Red Notices 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah urged Interpol to expe¬ 
dite the publication of Red 
Notices against high-profile 
economic offenders and ter¬ 
rorists. 

Mr. Shah met Interpol Se¬ 
cretary General Jurgen Stock 
at his North Block office on 
Saturday. 


India’s request to issue a 
Red Notice against Islamic 
preacher Zakir Naik, who is 
wanted in connection with 
several cases in India, is 
pending with Interpol. 

Mr. Naik is presently in 
Malaysia. 

A Red Notice, issued by In¬ 
terpol, is a request to law en¬ 
forcement worldwide to lo¬ 
cate and provisionally arrest 


a person pending extradi¬ 
tion, surrender, or similar le¬ 
gal action. 

“The Home Minister ex¬ 
pressed concern about the 
delay in publication of Red 
Notices and an urgent need 
for proactive pre-publication 
consultation for ensuring ex¬ 
peditious publication of Red 
Notices,” the Home Ministry 
said in a statement. 


“He conveyed that such 
cooperation enables India to 
more intensely pursue high 
profile fugitive economic of¬ 
fenders and terrorists,” it 
added. 

Mr. Shah also proposed 
that India host Interpol’s 
General Assembly, in 2022, 
in New Delhi as part of the 
nation’s celebrations of the 
75th Independence Day. 


Russia to showcase 2 copters to Modi 

Russian Helicopters plant gears up to manufacture Kamov Ka-226Ts for India 



A Ka-226T at the MAKS air show in Russia. ■ dinakar peri 


DINA KAR PERI 

ULAN UDE (RUSSIA) 

Russia will showcase two of 
its helicopters to Prime Mi¬ 
nister Narendra Modi at the 
Eastern Economic Forum 
(EEF) at Vladivostok in Rus¬ 
sia where he will also hold 
the annual bilateral summit 
with Russian President Vla¬ 
dimir Putin. 

“A prototype of the Ka¬ 
mov Ka-226T will be show¬ 
cased to the Indian Prime 
Minister. It was built by the 
Kamov Design Bureau in 
Moscow. One Mi-171A2 pas¬ 
senger helicopter built here 
for an Indian private heli¬ 
copter company will also be 
showcased,” Sergei Solomin, 
first deputy managing direc¬ 
tor of the Russian Helicop¬ 
ters (RH) manufacturing 
plant at Ulan Ude, told a 
small group of visiting inter¬ 
national journalists. The K2- 
226Ts for India would be ma¬ 
nufactured here. 

In anticipation of the final 
contract with India, the 
plant had started setting up a 
manufacturing line, and the 
first Ka-226T was expected to 
be ready by 2020-end. For 
the Mi series of helicopters, 
it typically took nine months 
from the contract to the first 
helicopter and then four 
months, Mr. Solomin said. 


“We will deliver 60 heli¬ 
copters directly from here 
and supply kits for 140 more, 
which will be assembled in 
India,” he said. 

‘Special alloy’ 

There is colour coding for 
the parts of various helicop¬ 
ters manufactured here and 
for the Ka-226T. It is pink 
that stood out distinctly on 
one side of a huge hall where 
work is under way. For the 
manufacture, aluminium 
with special additives would 
be used, Mr. Solomin said. 
“It’s a special alloy.” 

Spread over 275 hectares, 
including the tarmac and a 
3,000 m runway, the Ulan 
Ude plant was set up in 1939. 
It currently produces Mi-8, 


Mi-171E and Mi-171A2 heli¬ 
copters. It manufactured 76 
helicopters last year and a 
major expansion is on. 

Leonid Belykh, director 
general of the plant, said the 
overall investment in the 
plant in the past five years 
was over 8 billion roubles 
and in the next five years 
they planned to invest over 
10 billion roubles. 

Both the officials re¬ 
mained non-committal on 
the time frame for the manu¬ 
facture for India as the deal 
is yet to be signed. “It will be 
determined by the contract 
itself,” Mr. Belykh said. 

The Mi-171A2 was built for 
Global Vectra Helicorp Li¬ 
mited and was awaiting cer¬ 
tification from Indian auth¬ 


orities before it could be 
delivered but has been since 
delayed. “We expect the cer¬ 
tification by September,” Mr. 
Belykh said. 

While the Ka-226T is an In¬ 
dia-specific variant, the 
Ka-226 is flown by the Rus¬ 
sian border security and the 
coast guard. 

Asked as to why Ulan Ude 
was chosen to manufacture 
the Ka-226T, Mr. Solomin 
said it was to meet the specif¬ 
ic Indian requirements - de¬ 
sign and manufacturing pro¬ 
cesses should be digitised. 
The entire manufacturing 
would be through 3D mo¬ 
delling and there would be 
no paper drawings, he 
explained. 

Speaking about the deal at 
the MAKS air show, Viktor N. 
Kladov, director of Interna¬ 
tional cooperation, Rostec 
state corporation, said “eve¬ 
rything is ready” and the 
two leaders would give it a 
push towards conclusion. 
“Major push will be made. 
Both technical and commer¬ 
cial talks are already fin¬ 
ished. Quite obviously, this 
will be discussed at Vladivos¬ 
tok,” he said. 

(The writer is at MAKS 
2019 air show on the invita¬ 
tion of the Russian govern¬ 
ment) 


‘Listen carefully, report back faithfully, and play it by ear’ 



Muthu Kumar sitting with a consignment of medicine on an 
AN-24 turbo-prop aircraft at Dushanbe airport while clearance 
procedures were on. ■special arrangement 


India’s assistance 
to the Northern 
Alliance remains 
an untold story 

V. SUD ARSHAN 

CHENNAI 

India worked closely with 
Ahmed Shah Massoud, Com¬ 
mander of the Northern Al¬ 
liance in Afghanistan, after 
the Taliban took control of 
the country following the 
killing of former President 
Najibullah. Then Indian Am¬ 
bassador to Tajikistan Bha- 
rath Raj Muthu Kumar, who 
coordinated the military and 
medical assistance, warns 
against placing Indian sol¬ 
diers in Afghanistan as the 
U.S. looks to withdraw. 

Massoud, the Lion of Panj- 
shir, had made his name 
guerrilla-fighting the Soviets 
when they occupied Afghan¬ 
istan for 10 years. The Indian 
Ambassador sought instruc¬ 
tions from New Delhi on 
what was to be done. The 
response: “Listen carefully, 
report back faithfully, and 
play it by ear.” 

Over chai and dry fruits 

Massoud maintained a house 
on Karamova Ulitse in Dush¬ 
anbe. He had his own staff 
and Mohammed Saleh Regis- 
tani looked after the affairs of 
his house. It was here that 
the Indian Ambassador regu¬ 



larly began meeting Ahmed 
Shah Massoud, discussing, 
over endless chai and dry 
fruits, the bewilderingly 
shifting fortunes of the bat¬ 
tles in Afghanistan where 
money was enough to swing 
fighters. 

The Commander did not 
speak English and Amrullah, 
who would later go on to be¬ 
come Intelligence Chief, in¬ 
terpreted for him. The In¬ 
dian Ambassador 

subsequently had his num¬ 
ber two in the mission, Dr. 
S.A. Qureshi, on hand for 
interpretation. 

At the first meeting, the 
Commander had dramatical¬ 
ly thrown his trademark cap 
down on the table, and de¬ 
clared, that was all the space 
he required - the circumfe¬ 
rence of his headgear - to 
stand and fight for his coun¬ 
try. He put it simply: “I need 
India’s support.” He then set 
out a list of items he needed. 

What is in it for us? Delhi 
queried. Mr. Muthu Kumar 
explained, “He is battling so¬ 
meone we should be bat¬ 
tling. When Massoud fights 
the Taliban, he fights 
Pakistan.” 

Expanding list 

The Commander’s wish list 
kept growing, and when 
once. New Delhi agreed to 
send only a fraction of the re¬ 
quirement, Mr. Muthu Ku¬ 
mar sent a message explain¬ 



ing Massoud’s predicament 
with an Ajit joke: “We have 
thrown him in liquid oxygen: 
the liquid won’t let him live 
and the oxygen won’t allow 
him to die.” 

Jaswant Singh, a former 
soldier, and then BJP leader, 
who had become External 
Affairs Minister, read the ca¬ 
bles the first thing. He direct¬ 
ly called Mr. Muthu Kumar 
and gave him a message to 
deliver to the Commander: 
“Please assure him that he 
will have his requirements.” 

Short of sending heavy 
equipment, India provided 
extensive assistance to the 
Northern Alliance - un¬ 
iforms, ordnance, mortars, 
small armaments, refur¬ 
bished Kalashnikovs seized 
in Kashmir, combat and win¬ 
ter clothes, packaged food, 
medicines, and funds 
through his brother in Lon¬ 
don, Wali Massoud. Assis¬ 
tance would be delivered cir¬ 
cuitously with the help of 
other countries who helped 
this outreach. 

Mr. Muthu Kumar does 
not recall the quantities and 
the detailed itemisation. The 
logistics of procurement and 
delivery was handled by the 
Military Intelligence wing in 
New Delhi. The supplies ar¬ 
rived regularly at Dushanbe, 
and the Tajik customs en¬ 
sured the smooth transfer to 
Farkhor, at the border bet¬ 
ween Tajikistan and north¬ 



ern Afghanistan, where Mas¬ 
soud maintained around 10 
helicopters for his war ef¬ 
forts. New Delhi also helped 
maintain the helicopters 
with spares and service. Bet¬ 
ween 1996 and 1999 India 
gifted two Mi-8 helicopters. 

Frontline hospital 

The wounded arrived inces¬ 
santly from the battlefront in 
helicopters at Farkhor. 
Those requiring sustained 
treatment were sent to Delhi 
via Farkhor and Dushanbe, 
the visas furnished in dou¬ 
ble-quick time. Also, at Fark¬ 
hor, where the embassy had 
scouted for a hospital, an iso¬ 
lation clinic had been refur¬ 
bished with two operating 
theatres, twenty-four beds 
for the convalescing and an 
ICU of between six to eight 
beds, depending on the re¬ 
quirement. Five doctors and 
twenty-four paramedics ran 



the hospital, which also had 
an OPD for locals. The medi¬ 
cal outreach project had 
been valued at that time at 
$7.5 million. 

When Ambassador Muthu 
Kumar wanted to build a he¬ 
lipad right next to the hospi¬ 
tal for the convenience of the 
wounded. New Delhi joking¬ 
ly admonished him, “Now 
you are getting carried 
away!” He found a conve¬ 
nient solution. Farkhor was 
in the cotton belt and for gin¬ 
ning cotton, they used rein¬ 
forced concrete slabs seven 
or eight inches thick and 
large enough to comfortably 
land an MI8. So the medical 
facility had a helipad as well. 
Indian officials began flying 
up to Dushanbe to meet Mas- 
sood and also have them¬ 
selves photographed with 
him. 

The policy grew more sub¬ 
stantial when President Ema- 



moli Rahmon indicated he 
would like a technical halt in 
New Delhi on his way back 
from Vietnam, on January 
22,1999. Prime Minister Vaj¬ 
payee invited him for lunch 
at his residence and ways 
were discussed to deepen 
the ties. 

New Delhi was interested 
in an airbase in Aini to main¬ 
tain forward presence in the 
area. It had been used by the 
Russians who maintained 
Su-25 aircraft, subsonic, hea¬ 
vily armed. After they with¬ 
drew, it fell into disuse, and 
India lengthened the run¬ 
way, upgraded the airbase, 
did a ferry run, and flew a 
flag there too and stationed a 
Commandant with the rank 
of a Group Captain with four 
officers under him. The Aini 
airbase has no IAF aircraft on 
ground but is a part of India’s 
well-equipped training mis¬ 
sion in Tajikistan. 

It was to the Farkhor med¬ 
ical facility run by India that 
Massoud was brought when 
he was assassinated on Sep¬ 
tember 9, 2001. Registani, 
who had become a General, 
called Mr. Muthu Kumar who 
had been posted to Minsk in 
Belarus, to say that the Com¬ 
mander had been attacked, 
and was beyond help. 

The date coincided with 
the diplomat’s wedding anni¬ 
versary, and he was throwing 
a dinner; he promptly can¬ 
celled the event without as¬ 


signing any reason. 

It was days later that Mas¬ 
soud’s death was an¬ 
nounced. The first military 
attache arrived after the 
RAW man in the embassy 
had arrived towards the end 
of Mr. Muthu Kumar’s te¬ 
nure. Almost as soon as the 
first American military boot 
hit the Afghanistan soil, the 
hospital in Farkhor was or¬ 
dered to be wound up and 
shifted to Mazar-e-Sharif. 

Echoes today 

This nearly hidden chapter 
in New Delhi’s relationship 
with Afghanistan grows in sa¬ 
lience as the talks between 
Taliban and the Americans 
veer around to formulating a 
way forward, combined with 
the repeated and open Amer¬ 
ican request to India to parti¬ 
cipate more robustly in the 
security matrix in 
Afghanistan. 

Barely three months be¬ 
fore he died, towards the end 
of May, Commander Mas¬ 
soud visited New Delhi. He 
was there for four days, at 
New Delhi’s invitation. Jas¬ 
want Singh records, in his 
book, A Call to Honour, 
“This had to be a closely 
guarded visit, as any number 
of terrorist groups from Af¬ 
ghanistan and Pakistan were 
vying to take his life.” He not¬ 
ed that, “India’s co-opera¬ 
tion with the Northern Al¬ 
liance is still largely an 


untold account. A more com¬ 
plete narration of it has to 
wait.” 

Is there a take-away from 
India’s experience that is re¬ 
levant now? Mr. Muthu Ku¬ 
mar quotes Massoud as say¬ 
ing in August 1998, before 
the U.S. launched cruise mis¬ 
sile attacks on Kandahar and 
elsewhere, “The problem in 
Afghanistan - more than the 
Taliban - is the presence of 
foreign forces, so I am also 
fighting these forces who are 
with the Taliban. After the 
massacre of Iranian diplo¬ 
mats in Mazar-e-Sharif this 
summer, Iran massed more 
than 2,50,000 soldiers on 
our border to punish the Ta¬ 
liban, so I advised the leader¬ 
ship in Iran, do not invade Af¬ 
ghanistan as I am fighting 
foreign forces, so just give me 
material assistance to defeat 
the foreign forces and the 
Taliban.” 

Given his experience, Mr. 
Muthu Kumar says, “Taking 
note of Masood’s exchange, 
my thinking is that we must 
not commit that gross error 
of placing Indian boots on Af¬ 
ghan soil. What will Indian 
troops do? What could we 
achieve and who will we fight 
and defend? The leaders of 
the present government and 
the Taliban are only two ma¬ 
jor facets of Afghan politics - 
they have to resolve their dif¬ 
ferences for that elusive 
peace and stability.” 
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We are not happy with the 
outcome of the NRC. Many 



genuine Indians have 
been excluded and 
foreigners included. 

We are taking steps to 
ensure foreigners are 
ejected 

RANJEET K. DASS, BJP State president 


© 


Every section of Assam, including 
the BJP, is unhappy with the status 


of NRC. Because of careless 
implementation, many 
genuine Indian citizens will 
have to unnecessarily face 
the courts. Congress will 
provide all help. 

GAURAVG0G0I, Congress MP 




Q l he figure is unexpected. The 

government must take steps to deport 
foreigners but should not bring in 
the Citizenship (Amendment) 

Bill again to let millions of 
Hindu Bangladeshi people in. 


PRAFULLA K. MAHANTA, former CM (who 
headed the anti-foreigners agitation from 
1979-85) 


© 


I did not want to trigger a humanitarian 
crisis, and I don’t want anyone to be 


victimised. But constant neglect 
by the government has made 
the issue snowball into a major 
problem. The massive exercise 
is bound to affect people. 

PRADIP KUMAR BHUYAN, 82-year-oLd behind an 
NGO's litigation that started the NRC exercise 



Q Many women from other states such as 
West Bengal have been left out. We should 
ensure genuine Indians are in 
the list and propaganda and 
provocation do not hamper 
the process of the excluded 
seeking respite from the 
courts. 

DEBEN BHATTACHARYYA, State CPI(M) secretary 



Centre in no hurry for NRC follow-up 

Official says sending a large number of people to detention centres is not a ‘practical’ option 



Make or break: A man submits documents to check if his name is on the NRC, at Pabhokathi 
village in Morigaon district of Assam on Saturday. ■ ritu raj konwar 


Poor implementation has 
left out many citizens: Cong. 

CPI(M) seeks clarity on status and rights of those excluded 


VIJAI TA SINGH 

NEW DELHI 

The Centre is not in a rush to 
take any decision after the fi¬ 
nal National Register of Citi¬ 
zens (NRC) in Assam was pu¬ 
blished on Saturday as the 
political leadership decides 
the next course of action. 

A senior government offi¬ 
cial said there were several 
options available, but send¬ 
ing a large number of people 
to detention centres was not 
“practical”. 

The Centre and the State 
government had filed affida¬ 
vits in the Supreme Court de¬ 
manding “reverification” of 
20% of the names in districts 
bordering Bangladesh and 
10% in other districts. Both 
requests were turned down. 

‘Fair and correct’ 

On Saturday, Assam Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma reiter¬ 
ated that reverification 
should be allowed by the 
“Hon’ble apex court for a 
correct and fair NRC”. 

The NRC is a Supreme 
Court-monitored exercise. 
Mr. Sarma said many names 
were included in the NRC by 
“manipulation of legacy data 
as alleged by many”. 

“Names of many Indian ci¬ 


tizens who migrated from 
Bangladesh as refugees prior 
to 1971 have not been includ¬ 
ed in the NRC because auth¬ 
orities refused to accept re¬ 
fugee certificates,” he said. 

The government has clari¬ 
fied that those excluded will 
get an opportunity to pre¬ 
sent their case before the Fo¬ 
reigners Tribunals and then 
in the High Court and the Su¬ 


preme Court. 

“Even after legal options 
are exhausted, it will not be 
possible to send a large num¬ 
ber of people to detention 
centres. No decision has 
been taken about the people 
who will be declared foreign¬ 
ers, maybe they are given 
work permits... There is no 
rush, the political leadership 
has a plan in place,” the offi¬ 


cial said. There are six deten¬ 
tion centres in Assam, and 10 
more are likely to come up. 

The previous Lok Sabha 
had cleared the Citizenship 
Amendment Bill that seeks 
to provide citizenship to 
non-Muslims from Bangla¬ 
desh, Pakistan and Afghanis¬ 
tan who came to India before 
December 31, 2014. There 
are concerns in the State that 


the legislation would render 
the entire exercise futile as it 
would pave the way for giv¬ 
ing citizenship to illegal Hin¬ 
du migrants from Bangla¬ 
desh in Assam who came 
after March 1971, in violation 
of the Assam Accord signed 
in 1985. 

While introducing the Bill 
on January 8, the then Home 
Minister, Rajnath Singh, said, 
“Assam alone should not 
have to bear the entire bur¬ 
den and the beneficiaries of 
Citizenship Amendment Bill 
can reside in any State of the 
country ... The burden of 
those persecuted migrants 
will be shared by the whole 
country.” 

Refugee status 

Present Home Minister Amit 
Shah made the Centre’s 
stand clear in the Rajya Sab¬ 
ha on July 1 when he said that 
the government would bring 
a Bill in Parliament to pro¬ 
vide citizenship to “Hindus 
refugees” left out of the NRC. 

Mr. Shah made the remark 
in response to a statement of 
Trinamool MP Derek O’Brien 
that around 23 lakh Bengali 
Hindus would lose citizen¬ 
ship after the final NRC is pu¬ 
blished. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Congress on Friday 
slammed the government 
for the final National Regis¬ 
ter of Citizens which had ex¬ 
cluded 19 lakh people in As¬ 
sam saying the “careless” 
implementation had ended 
up disenfranchising many 
genuine citizens. 

“Every section of Assam is 
unhappy with the status of 
NRC. Even BJP Ministers are 
complaining. Careless im¬ 
plementation that many ge¬ 
nuine Indian citizens will 
have to unnecessarily face 
the courts. Congress will 
provide all help. Nation 
above politics is our motto,” 
Gaurav Gogoi, Congress MP, 
said said in a tweet. 

The party is carefully 
treading on the issue as it 
does not want to be seen as 
standing entirely opposed to 
the exercise. Adhir Ranjan 
Chaudhary, Congress floor 
leader in the Lok Sabha, told 
presspersons that its con¬ 
cern was limited that “ge¬ 
nuine citizens must be pro¬ 
tected and included in the 
NRC list”. 



Gaurav Gogoi 


The CPI(M) Polit Bureau 
said here that exclusion of 19 
lakh people had “roused leg¬ 
itimate fears” that many of 
those excluded were ge¬ 
nuine citizens. It asked the 
government to spell out the 
status and the rights of those 
excluded. “Till their appeals 
are heard and the process is 
completed, the status quo 
should be maintained with 
regard to their existing 
rights and facilities,” it said. 

By the procedure laid 
down by the government, 
those excluded can apply to 
the designated Foreigners 
Tribunals within 120 days 
for their cases to be heard. 
The CPI(M) questioned the 


validity of the tribunals as a 
body to adjudicate such cas¬ 
es. It said they were not jud¬ 
icial bodies that would con¬ 
sider the merit of the 
application before deciding 
to admit it. “The CPI(M) 
wants the right of appeal to 
be processed through a judi¬ 
cial mechanism. The Fo¬ 
reigners Tribunals are not 
adequate for this purpose.” 

All-party meeting 

The Communist party de¬ 
manded that a meeting of all 
political parties be called in 
by the State government to 
apprise them of the issue 
and discuss the concerns 
raised by them. 

Till all the loopholes are 
plugged, the party has de¬ 
manded that none of the ex¬ 
cluded members should be 
sent to a detention camp. 
CPI general secretary D. Raja 
said the BJP had been using 
it to polarise and communal- 
ise Assam and their claims 
had been falling apart one 
by one. 

“We will have to wait and 
see how people of Assam 
will respond to this.” 


Gurkhas say 1 lakh members 
of the community excluded 

‘The number of exclusions has come down from draft NRC’ 



Between the lines: Various communities have come up with 
complaints about the NRC. -ritu raj konwar 


Stateless at the stroke of a pen 

Divided families wonder what has torn them apart despite same credentials 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

The Bharatiya Gurkha Pari- 
sangha has said that more 
than one lakh community 
members have been exclud¬ 
ed from the NRC. The list 
otherwise is believed to in¬ 
clude mostly Bengali-speak¬ 
ing Hindus and Muslims. 

BGP State president Ni- 
tyananda Upadhyay said the 
figure was arrived at by 
speaking to members of the 
local units of the organisa¬ 
tion across the State. 

The BGP is one of the sta¬ 
keholders in the cases relat¬ 
ed to the NRC in the Su¬ 
preme Court. 

“We are waiting for the 
data to reach us in two or 
three days. The number of 
rejected Gurkha people who 
are bona fide Indian citizens 
is expected to be more than 1 
lakh as on date,” he said. 

Multi-layered process 

The NRC has been based on 
the historic Assam Accord. It 
is time to realise that we 
have been identifying ge¬ 
nuine Indian citizens based 


As a whole, the NRC 
w is not on expected 
lines 

NITYANANDA UPADHYAY 
Gurkha leader 

on documents, so inclusions 
have been done legally after 
multi-layered verification, 
but the numbers of foreign¬ 
ers traced after cases in the 
Foreigners’ Tribunals will 
not meet the expected lines 
that the government narrat¬ 
ed. As a whole, the NRC is 
not on expected lines,” Mr. 
Upadhyay said. 


BGP leader Nanda Kirati 
Dewan said Gurkhas showed 
patience throughout the up¬ 
grading process. 

“The number of exclu¬ 
sions has come down from 
the draft NRC. Of the one 
lakh Gurkhas in the reject 
list, about 20,000 are facing 
D [doubtful] voter cases, 
while others have been hit 
by surname mismatch. The 
BGP will engage legal and 
para-legal community mem¬ 
bers trained to fight Foreign¬ 
ers’ Tribunal cases to help 
those excluded,” he added. 


VIJAI TA SINGH 

NEW DELHI 

Mofizur Rehman, a health of¬ 
ficer with the Meghalaya go¬ 
vernment, took leave from 
work to attend a hearing at a 
National Register of Citizens 
(NRC) centre in Darrang dis¬ 
trict of Assam in April. Dr. 
Rehman said he distinctly re¬ 
membered the day. 

“The room was packed. It 
seemed to be the counter of 
a cinema hall where a Sal¬ 
man Khan movie had just 
been released. In that caco¬ 
phony, an official heard the 
application my family an I 
had filed against our exclu¬ 
sion from the draft NRC list... 
hearing was over in mi¬ 
nutes,” Dr. Rehman said. 

On Saturday, sitting in his 
office, miles away from 
home, he found the claim 
filed by the family of four 
had been rejected. They 
were one family among the 
19 lakh people excluded 
from the final NRC published 
on Saturday. 

Spelling error 

“My father is a government 
school teacher. In some go¬ 
vernment records, his name, 
Rustam Ali, is spelt with an 


The Constitution 
gives citizenship, let 
them play politics 

NILANJAN CHANDA 
IT professional 

‘o’. This could have led to 
our claim being rejected. We 
are taxpayers, citizens by 
birth... my uncle’s family has 
been included though he 
submitted the same legacy 
data. Among Muslims, even 
fathers and sons can have 
different surnames,” Dr. Reh¬ 
man said. 

There are several families 
whose immediate family 
members have been 
excluded. 


For instance, Sarbari 
Bhattacharjee, 54, from New 
Bongaigaon says she submit¬ 
ted documents including her 
matriculation and marriage 
certificates, but her name 
did not appear in the final 
NRC. “I was born at Barana- 
gar in West Bengal, but I do 
not have my birth certificate. 
The West Bengal govern¬ 
ment should help us with the 
documents. The name of my 
husband who retired from a 
government job last year and 
my daughter are there,” a 
visibly anxious Ms. Bhatta¬ 
charjee said. 

Nilanjan Chanda, 45, an IT 
professional from Kolkata, 


said his mother Krishna 
Chanda, 80, a retired school¬ 
teacher, was excluded. “She 
was born in Kolkata, her 
graduation certificate men¬ 
tions her maiden name, 
Krishna Ghosh. She was 
called for verification and 
asked to prove if she was the 
daughter of R. Ghosh. The 
fact that she married and her 
surname changed to Chanda 
was not considered. She 
draws pension from the As¬ 
sam government where her 
date of joining the service is 
1963. We are dejected, but 
we will fight this legally. The 
Constitution gives citizen¬ 
ship to her, let them play pol¬ 
itics,” an agitated Mr. Chan¬ 
da said. 

Azharuddin, a delivery as¬ 
sistant with food aggregator 
Swiggy in Guwahati, said six 
out of 14 members of his fa¬ 
mily who lived in Karimganj 
had not made it to the final 
NRC. “We were called for a 
hearing and we submitted 
land records of 1962, yet 
eight of us are stateless now,” 
he said. 

Rokibuz Zaman, a journal¬ 
ist, said several members of 
his family in Barpeta were 
excluded. 


AASU to challenge 
NRC findings in SC 

Student body says list is incomplete 


Sanaullah out of the list, 
AIUDF MLA left in the cold 

Ananta Kumar Malo of the AIUDF fails to make the list 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

Unhappy with the number 
of people excluded, the All 
Assam Students’ Union (AA¬ 
SU) has decided to challenge 
the findings of the National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) in 
the Supreme Court, which 
had monitored the exercise. 

The AASU, which spear¬ 
headed the anti-foreigners 
Assam Agitation four de¬ 
cades ago, first demanded 
an updated NRC in 1980. It 
was a signatory to the agita¬ 
tion-ending Assam Accord 
of August 1985 that sought 
“detection, deletion (from 
voters’ list) and deporta¬ 
tion” of illegal migrants 
from the State. 

“The figure of 19 lakh 
NRC-rejects is not what we 
expected, given the history 
of large-scale influx into As¬ 
sam. This NRC has turned 
out to be incomplete and er¬ 



ror-prone. We will appeal to 
the Supreme Court to re¬ 
move the faults and discre¬ 
pancies,” AASU general se¬ 
cretary Lurinjyoti Gogoi 
said. 

Assam Public Works, an 
NGO whose petition in the 
Supreme Court in July 2009 
led to the start of the NRC 
exercise four years later, al¬ 
so criticised the findings. It 
said it would move the court 
again besides writing to the 
President, the Prime Minis¬ 
ter and the Home Minister. 

“We had fought for re¬ 
moving foreigners from As¬ 
sam, not for their ‘Indianisa- 
tion’ which is what the NRC 
has done. For over a year, 
we have been telling the Su¬ 
preme Court for 100% rever¬ 
ification of documents but 
the NRC State Coordinator’s 
claim of 27% sample reverifi¬ 
cation was accepted,” its 
chief, Abhijit Sarma, said. 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

Ananta Kumar Malo, the All 
India United Democratic 
Front (AIUDF)’s representa¬ 
tive from the South Abhaya- 
puri Assembly constituency 
in western Assam, has failed 
Assam’s citizenship test, as 
has his son. 

Ilias Ali, Congress MLA 
from Dalgaon, has made it to 
the National Register of Citi¬ 
zens (NRC) but his daughter 
has not. 

In southern Assam’s Ca- 
char district, former legisla¬ 
tor Ataur Rahman Mazarb- 
huiya has been excluded 
along with one of his two 
daughters and son. He had 
won the Katigorah Assembly 
seat twice on an AIUDF tick¬ 
et before moving to the Con¬ 
gress. His entire family had 
figured in the first NRC draft 




Mohammad Sanaullah 


published on December 31, 
2018. But four members, in¬ 
cluding Mr. Mazarbhuiya - 
he had used his own legacy 
data - were put in the exclu¬ 
sion list published on July 
30, 2018. 

Mohammad Sanaullah, a 
retired junior commissioned 
officer of the Army who 
spent a few days in a deten¬ 
tion after being declared a 
foreigner, has been excluded 



from the NRC along with his 
two daughters and son. His 
wife, however, has been in¬ 
cluded in the final list. 

Also excluded from the 
list are women from West 
Bengal married into Hindu 
Bengali families settled in 
Panbazar locality, Guwaha- 
ti’s oldest, for more than 150 
years. One of the reasons is 
believed to have been the 
failure of the local authori¬ 
ties in West Bengal in verify¬ 
ing their documents in time. 

Among such families is 
that of Brigadier K.P. Lahiri, 
who received the Veer Chak¬ 
ra for his exploits in the 1965 
war and played a key role 
during the Bangladesh Lib¬ 
eration War of 1971. 

Some of Radha Krishna 
Saraswati’s family, the first 
exporter of Assam silk a cen¬ 
tury ago, are also excluded. 



NRC proves immigrant 
numbers inflated: AAMSU 

‘We now have a scientific figure,’ it says 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

The All Assam Minority Stu¬ 
dents’ Union (AAMSU) on 
Saturday said the final Na¬ 
tional Register of Citizens 
(NRC), despite its flaws, 
should make certain groups 
stop chasing imaginary 
numbers of “Bangladeshi” 
people in the State. 

This followed the “un¬ 
happiness” of the ruling BJP 
and Jchilonjia (indigenous) 
organisations such as the All 
Assam Students’ Union over 
the exclusion of only 19 lakh 
people’s from the final NRC, 
and their reference to illegal 
migrant numbers in the 
past. 

“The religious and lin¬ 
guistic minorities have for 
long endured the Bangla¬ 
deshi barb... Chief Justice of 
India Ranjan Gogoi and 
State NRC Coordinator Pra- 
teek Hajela have given As¬ 


sam some data through a 
scientific process for ascer¬ 
taining who is a foreigner 
and who is not. It is now 
time to stop chasing imagin¬ 
ary figures,” AAMSU adviser 
Azizur Rahman said. 

BJP State president Ran- 
jeet K. Dass, hitting out at 
the Congress for blaming 
the “erroneous NRC” on the 
saffron party, cited several 
figures of foreigners used 
during the rule of the Con¬ 
gress and other parties. 

“Identifying citizens can¬ 
not be a game of numbers. 
Those were imaginary fi¬ 
gures to create misunder¬ 
standing among Assam’s di¬ 
verse communities for 
political gains. We have a 
scientific figure now and 
should move on after getting 
together to help genuine In¬ 
dians among the excluded 
get back on the NRC,” Mr. 
Rahman said. 


Sonowal offers 
help for NRC 
excluded 


RAHU L KARMAKAR 

GUWAHATI 

Assam Chief Minister Sar- 
bananda Sonowal, speak¬ 
ing after the publication of 
the final National Register 
of Citizens (NRC) for Assam 
on Saturday, said, “This is a 
critical time for the people 
of Assam. Our government 
will provide legal help to 
the excluded people.” 

Offers of help have also 
come from the opposition 
Congress and several 
NGOs. 

State NRC Coordinator 
Prateek Hajela on Saturday 
said, “Taking into account 
all the persons already in¬ 
cluded and after disposal 
of all claims and objections 
and proceedings under 
Clause 4(3), a total of 
3,11,21,004 were found elig¬ 
ible for inclusion in the fi¬ 
nal NRC, leaving out 
19,06,657 people including 
those who did not submit 
claims.” 

“All decisions of inclu¬ 
sion and exclusion were ta¬ 
ken by statutory officers in 
an objective and transpa¬ 
rent manner,” he said. Ap¬ 
plicants were provided 
adequate opportunity of 
being heard at every stage 
of the process conducted 
as per statutory provisions 
and due procedure fol¬ 
lowed at every stage. 

Not happy 

Most political parties, in¬ 
cluding the ruling Bharati¬ 
ya Janata Party, and pres¬ 
sure groups were unhappy 
with the final NRC data. 
But there has been a call 
for calm with the security 
forces making it clear at¬ 
tempts to create trouble - 
physically or through so¬ 
cial media - would be 
strictly dealt with. “The sit¬ 
uation is normal and under 
control,” State police chief 
Kuladhar Saikia said. 

Describing the National 
Register of Citizens in As¬ 
sam as a “botched up exer¬ 
cise,” West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee 
on Saturday said that those 
who tried to extract politi¬ 
cal mileage out of it will 
have to answer the nation. 
She also said that the exer¬ 
cise was guided by “ulte¬ 
rior motive rather than 
good of society and larger 
interest of nation”. 

(With inputs from 

Shiv Sahay Singh) 
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Protesters, police clash in Hong Kong 

This comes on the fifth anniversary of a decision by China to curtail democratic reforms 



Burning issue: A protester throwing a bottle onto a burning barricade after dashing with police 
at an anti-government rally in Hong Kong on Saturday, -getty images 


Taliban launches attacks in 
Kunduz amid talks with U.S. 

At least three civilians are killed and 41 wounded 



Battle-ready: Afghan security forces arriving in Kunduz 
during a fight against Taliban on Saturday. ■ ap 


REUT ERS 

HONG KONG 

Hong Kong police fired tear 
gas and water cannon on Sa¬ 
turday and pro-democracy 
protesters threw petrol 
bombs in the latest in a se¬ 
ries of chaotic clashes that 
have plunged the Chinese- 
ruled city into its worst polit¬ 
ical crisis in decades. 

Police fired round after 
round of tear gas and protes¬ 
ters took cover behind um¬ 
brellas between the local 
headquarters of China’s Peo¬ 
ple’s Liberation Army and 
the government. Protesters 
also threw bricks dug up 
from pathways at police. 

Protest numbers had 
dwindled by the early hours 
of Sunday, with just a few 
hundred demonstrators and 
some riot police visible. 

Fire bombs thrown 

The water cannon unleashed 
blue-dyed water, to make it 
easier for police to identify 
protesters. Riot police then 
marched on foot towards the 
neighbouring Admiralty dis¬ 
trict, followed by 20 police 
cars, where protesters had 
thrown fire bombs from 
flyovers, some landing close 
to police. Others shone blue 


and green lasers at police 
lines. There were uncon¬ 
firmed reports of an off-duty 
policeman being wounded. 

In the neighbouring Wan- 
chai bar and restaurant dis¬ 
trict, police fought running 
battles with protesters, some 
beating them with trunche¬ 
ons, according to Reuters 
witnesses. 

There were several ar¬ 
rests. “We have to keep prot¬ 
esting, we cannot let China 


take back Hong Kong now,” 
said Evelyn, a 25-year-old as¬ 
set manager, chanting “gang¬ 
ster” at police outside a sub¬ 
way station across the 
harbour in Kowloon district. 
Asked what she would do if 
authorities did not respond 
to protesters’ demands, she 
said: “Maybe I will leave 
Hong Kong. I absolutely can¬ 
not live under Chinese rule.” 

The protests, which at one 
point blocked three key 


roads, came on the fifth anni¬ 
versary of a decision by Chi¬ 
na to curtail democratic re¬ 
forms and rule out universal 
suffrage in Hong Kong. 

“The behaviours of the 
radical protesters gravely 
breach the public peace and 
pose a serious threat to the 
safety of police officers on 
duty and members of the pu¬ 
blic at the scene,” the go¬ 
vernment said in a 
statement. 


Telegram app 
to protect 
users’ identity 

REUT ERS 

WASHINGTON 

Telegram, a popular en¬ 
crypted messaging app, 
will allow users to cloak 
their telephone numbers 
to safeguard Hong Kong 
protesters against monitor¬ 
ing by authorities, accord¬ 
ing to a person with direct 
knowledge of the effort. 

The update to Telegram, 
planned for release over 
the next few days, will al¬ 
low protesters to prevent 
mainland Chinese and 
Hong Kong authorities 
from discovering their 
identities in the app’s large 
group chats. 

Hong Kong Protesters, 
who take their cues from 
more than 100 groups on 
Telegram, use encrypted 
apps like Telegram to mo¬ 
bilise swiftly through multi¬ 
ple group chats, with less 
risk of police infiltration, 
an in-depth report pu¬ 
blished by Reuters earlier 
in August said. 


REUT ERS 

KUNDUZ 

Taliban forces attacked the 
northern Afghan city of Kun¬ 
duz on Saturday, setting off 
hours of gun battles, even as 
U.S. negotiators move closer 
to finalising a deal with the 
insurgents for the withdra¬ 
wal of American troops from 
the country. 

Heavy fighting began in 
Kunduz after Taliban fight¬ 
ers attacked from several di¬ 
rections early in the morn¬ 
ing, forcing Afghan forces to 
rush in reinforcements to 
prevent the insurgents from 
gaining control of the city. 

At least three civilians 
were killed and 41 wounded 
were taken to hospitals, said 
Ehsanullah Fazli, head of the 
public health department in 
Kunduz city. 

36 insurgents killed 

Government officials in Kun¬ 
duz and Kabul said the Tali¬ 
ban was seeking shelter in¬ 
side homes and some of the 
fighters had entered the 
main hospital in the city. 

The Interior Ministry said 
at least 36 Taliban insur¬ 


gents were killed in ground 
and air operations in three 
areas of Kunduz city and 
clearance operations were 
under way. 

An air strike in Zakhil area 
killed 20 Taliban, including 
two commanders, Afghan 
security officials said. Tali¬ 
ban spokesmen were not im¬ 
mediately available to con¬ 
firm the casualty figures. 

“Security forces are re¬ 
pelling the Taliban attack on 
some parts of Kunduz city. 
Their top priority is to pro¬ 
tect the civilians,” said Sediq 
Sediqqi, a spokesman for the 


Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani. 

Taliban spokesman Zabi- 
hullah Mujahid said in a 
tweet that Afghan forces 
were under heavy pressure 
in different parts of the city. 

The fighting in Kunduz, 
which the Taliban came 
close to capturing twice in 
recent years, came as expec¬ 
tations have grown that U.S. 
and Taliban negotiators in 
Doha were close to securing 
an agreement that would see 
a timetable for the withdra¬ 
wal of thousands of U.S. 
troops. 



Ranil's party failed the 
Tamil people: Sirisena 


COLOMBO 

Sri Lanka's President 
Maithripala Sirisena on Friday 
accused Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe’s party of 
not doing enough to bring in 
a new Constitution to address 
the problems of Tamils. 
"These gentlemen in the 
government wasted the last 
four years trying to bring in a 
new Constitution. They failed 
the Tamil people..." he said at 
a gathering in Jaffna, pti 


9/11 plotter, 4 others to 
go on trial in 2021 

WASHINGTON 

Alleged 9/11 plotter Khalid 
Sheikh Mohammed and four 
others held at the 
Guantanamo Bay prison camp 
will finally go on trial in 2021, 
almost two decades after the 
attack, The New York Times 
reported on Friday. A military 
judge set the date for January 
11, 2021, said the paper, afp 

Bashir charged with 
illegal use of funds 

KHARTOUM 

Sudan's ousted President 
Omar al-Bashir, who was 
deposed in April following 
months of mass protests 
against his rule, was charged 
in court on Saturday with 
illegal acquisition and use of 
foreign funds, offences that 
could land him behind bars 
for more than a decade, afp 


U.S. blacklists Iranian 
tanker and its captain 

Vessel was headed to Syria: Pompeo 


Pale forms high-level panel to hold talks 
with Sikhs over girl’s conversion 


N. Korea objects to Pompeo’s 
‘rogue behaviour’ remark 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

WASHINGTON 

The U.S. has blacklisted the 
Iranian tanker Adrian Da¬ 
rya, saying that it had “relia¬ 
ble information” the vessel 
was transporting oil to Syria 
in defiance of wide-ranging 
sanctions on the regime of 
Bashar al-Assad. 

Previously known as 
Grace 1, the vessel was 
seized in July by British 
Royal Marines and held in 
Gibraltar for six weeks on 
suspicion it was delivering 
oil for Tehran’s ally Damas¬ 
cus. The British territory re¬ 
leased the ship - despite 
U.S. protests - after it said it 
had received written assu¬ 
rances from Iran that the 
vessel would not head for 
countries under European 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

WASHINGTON 

Washington is moving 
ahead Sunday with new ta¬ 
riffs on Chinese imports as it 
steps up a campaign aimed 
at coercing Beijing to sign a 
new trade deal. 

The additional 15% tariffs, 
affecting a portion of the 
$300 billion in goods from 
China that so far has been 
spared, will take effect on 
Sunday, according to the 


Union (EU) sanctions. Teh¬ 
ran later denied it had made 
any promises about the 
ship’s destination. “We have 
reliable information that the 
tanker is under way and 
headed to Tartus, Syria,” 
U.S. Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo tweeted on Friday. 

The U.S. Department of 
Treasury said the vessel was 
“blocked property” under 
an anti-terrorist order, and 
“anyone providing support 
to the Adrian Darya 1 risks 
being sanctioned”. 

The ship’s captain, Akhi- 
lesh Kumar, was also black¬ 
listed under the order. Since 
its release from Gibraltar, 
the ship has been bouncing 
around the Mediterranean, 
its every move followed 
with intense speculation. 


U.S. Trade Representative’s 
office. President Donald 
Trump on Friday ruled out 
any further postponement. 

Economists at the Wash¬ 
ington-based Peterson Insti¬ 
tute for International Eco¬ 
nomics estimate $112 billion 
in goods will be affected. 

More than $250 billion 
worth of China’s $540 bil¬ 
lion in exports to the U.S. 
(2018 figure) are already 
subject to tariffs. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

LAHORE 

Under pressure, the govern¬ 
ment in Pakistan’s Punjab 
province has constituted a 
high-level committee to ne¬ 
gotiate with Sikhs angry over 
the abduction and forced 
conversion of a teenage girl 
from the community. 

The girl’s family alleged 
that she was converted to Is¬ 
lam at gunpoint and forced 
to marry a Muslim boy. The 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

WASHINGTON 

U.S. President Donald 
Trump on Friday released a 
photograph of an apparently 
failed Iranian rocket launch 
and said that the U.S. had 
nothing to do with it. 

Tehran has made no offi¬ 
cial comment on the indica¬ 
tions from aerial photos that 
a rocket exploded on Thurs¬ 
day on the launch pad at the 
Semnan Space Center in 
northern Iran. 

But Mr. Trump tweeted a 
high-resolution picture of 
the location, with annota¬ 
tions pointing to damaged 
vehicles and the launch gan¬ 
try, saying it involved Iran’s 
Safir satellite rocket. “The 
United States of America was 
not involved in the catas¬ 
trophic accident during final 


girl’s advocate says she con¬ 
verted and married of her 
own will. An FIR has been 
registered against six people 
in the case, Muhammad Ja¬ 
mil, Nankana City Police In¬ 
vestigation Officer said. 

1 suspect arrested 

Police have arrested one of 
the suspects named Arsalan, 
a friend of the prime ac¬ 
cused Mohammad Hassan 
who married the Sikh girl. 


launch preparations for the 
Safir SLV Launch at Semnan 
Launch Site One in Iran,” Mr. 
Trump said in a tweet. Pu¬ 
blicly available satellite pho¬ 
tos also show what appears 
to have been the rocket’s ex¬ 
plosion on its launch pad. 

Third try 

Tehran was believed to have 
been planning a third at¬ 
tempt to loft a satellite into 
space, after two launches in 
January and February failed 
to place satellites in orbit. 

Iran’s Minister for Com¬ 
munications and Informa¬ 
tion Technology Mohammad 
Javad Azari Jahromi rejected 
reports that a satellite had 
been lost, but did not com¬ 
ment on the alleged launch- 
pad explosion. “Apparently 
there were reports that the 


The girl was sent to a shelter 
home in Lahore on Friday 
on the court’s order. 

The Punjab government 
has formed a high-level com¬ 
mittee led by Punjab Law Mi¬ 
nister Raja Basharat which 
has been sent to Nanakana 
Sahib, some 80 km from La¬ 
hore, to calm the situation. 
The panel will negotiate 
with a 30-member commit¬ 
tee formed by Pakistan’s 
Sikhs over the incident. 


third attempt to put the satel¬ 
lite in orbit were unsuccess¬ 
ful. In fact, Nahid 1 is alright, 
and is right now in the labo¬ 
ratory. Reporters can come 
visit the laboratory, too. 
transparency,” he tweeted. 
Mr. Azari Jahromi later post¬ 
ed a selfie of himself in what 
appeared to be a laboratory 


REUT ERS 

SEOUL 

A recent remark by U.S. Se¬ 
cretary of State Mike Pom¬ 
peo about “North Korea’s 
rogue behaviour” will make 
talks more difficult, the 
North’s KCNA news agency 
on Saturday quoted its Vice- 
Foreign Minister Choe Son- 
hui as saying. 

“We recognised that 
North Korea’s rogue beha¬ 
viour could not be ignored,” 
Mr. Pompeo said on Tues- 


alongside some equipment, 
tweeting: “Me & Nahid I right 
now. Good Morning Donald 
Trump!” 

Level of resolution 

Intelligence experts said Mr. 
Trump may have exposed a 
previously unknown level of 
resolution U.S. spy satellites 


day. The comment was un¬ 
reasonable and provocative, 
Mr. Choe said, according to 
the news agency. “Pompeo 
has gone so far in his lan¬ 
guage and it made the open¬ 
ing of the expected working- 
level negotiations more diffi¬ 
cult,” he said. Mr. Choe also 
warned that North Korea’s 
expectations of talks with 
the U.S. are gradually disap¬ 
pearing and the country is 
being pushed to re-examine 
all measures. 


have achieved, or that, so¬ 
mehow, U.S. intelligence was 
able to get a closer shot of 
the launch site from an over¬ 
flying aircraft. 

Shadows and glare on Mr. 
Trump’s picture suggested it 
was a snapshot of the origi¬ 
nal taken with a cellphone, 
presumably in a secure envi¬ 
ronment like the White 
House Situation Room. 

CNBC reported that a de¬ 
fence official confirmed the 
photo of the launch pad was 
included in Friday’s White 
House intelligence briefing. 

Speaking to reporters late 
Friday, Mr. Trump said he 
had the authority to release 
the picture. “They had a big 
problem,” he said of Iran’s 
launch. “We had a photo and 
I released it, which I had a 
right to do.” 


U.S. moving ahead with new 
tariffs on Chinese imports 


U.S. not involved in failed Iran rocket launch: Trump 

President’s photo tweet raises concerns among experts that he may have revealed surveillance secrets 



A screengrab of U.S. President Donald Trump's tweet that 
apparently shows an image of a failed rocket launch attempt 
at the Safir SLV Launch site in northern Iran, -afp 
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UK. protesters rally against PM’s 
decision to suspend Parliament 

Up to 1,00,000 people marched in London, say organisers 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

LONDON 

Protesters wielding pro-de¬ 
mocracy placards and Euro¬ 
pean Union (EU) flags rallied 
on Saturday in dozens of 
British cities against Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson’s 
controversial move to sus¬ 
pend Parliament weeks be¬ 
fore Brexit. 

In the biggest demonstra¬ 
tion, thousands of whistle¬ 
blowing, drum-banging peo¬ 
ple gathered raucously out¬ 
side the gates of Downing 
Street in London chanting 
“Boris Johnson shame on 
you!” “I’m absolutely dis¬ 
gusted by what’s happening 
here,” said attendee Maya 
Dunn, 66, a Dutch citizen liv¬ 
ing in Britain, who accused 
Mr. Johnson of “riding 
roughshod over everybody”. 

The demonstrations 
come ahead of an intense 
political week in which Mr. 
Johnson’s opponents will go 
to court to block his move to 


suspend Parliament from 
mid-September and legislate 
against leaving the EU with¬ 
out an agreement. 

In London, participants 
heard speeches from Oppo¬ 
sition politicians on a stage 
erected on Whitehall before 
marching through Westmin¬ 
ster. Some held hand-writ- 
ten signs reading “defend 
democracy: resist the parlia¬ 


ment shutdown” and “wake 
up UK! Or welcome to Ger¬ 
many 1933”. Organisers us¬ 
ing the slogan #StopThe- 
Coup claimed as many as 
1,00,000 people had turned 
out in London. Finance Mi¬ 
nister Sajid Javid on Satur¬ 
day defended the move. “It 
doesn’t usually sit for some 
time in September and early 
October,” he told BBC radio. 



In resistance: Demonstrators holding up placards outside 
Downing Street on Saturday, in protest against Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson's move to suspend Parliament, -afp 


Tamil family 
moved to 
remote island 


Russian Opposition holds 
new protest march 

Moscow is to hold election this month 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

MOSCOW 

Russia’s Opposition held a 
new protest march in cen¬ 
tral Moscow on Saturday, 
despite a ban by authorities, 
a week before regional elec¬ 
tions in the capital. 

Demonstrations have 
been held on an almost 
weekly basis since July after 
authorities denied most Op¬ 
position candidates registra¬ 
tion in the elections for city 
Parliament next Sunday. 

Moscow prosecutors 
warned that the latest rally, 
called by Kremlin critic 
Alexei Navalny for 2 p.m. 
(1100 GMT) on part of the ci¬ 
ty’s Boulevard Ring, was not 
authorised and participants 
would “bear responsibility.” 

‘This is our city’ 

Hundreds gathered at the 
start site of the announced 
“March against political re¬ 
pressions” and began a slow 
walk along the route, occa¬ 
sionally chanting “This is 



A woman holding a poster 
that reads 'Free political 
prisoners!' in Moscow, -afp 

our city” and “Freedom to 
political prisoners!”. 

The gathering was notice¬ 
ably calmer than previous 
similar protests, when pol¬ 
ice blocked the crowd and 
made thousands of some¬ 
times violent arrests. 

Police on Saturday mere¬ 
ly told people to leave the 
street and walk along the 
pedestrian areas without in¬ 
tervening or deploying rows 
of riot police, whose actions 
have been criticised over 
the past weeks. 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

MELBOURNE 

A Tamil family of four - in¬ 
cluding two Australian- 
born toddlers - has been 
moved to a remote island 
off the coast of Indonesia, 
despite a court order 
blocking deportation, its 
lawyer said on Saturday. 

The family - fighting to 
remain in Australia be¬ 
cause it fears persecution 
in Sri Lanka - was moved 
to Christmas Island deten¬ 
tion facility overnight, la¬ 
wyer Carina Ford said, 
speaking in Melbourne. 

The island is a remote 
Australian territory around 
350 km south of Java. The 
detention centre there had 
been closed for years. 

The family’s case has be¬ 
come a new flashpoint over 
the Australian govern¬ 
ment’s hard-line immigra¬ 
tion policies, which in¬ 
clude turning away 
refugees arriving by boat 
and de facto offshore de¬ 
tention, both measures 
condemned by the UN. 
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Ind-Ra downgrades Yes 
Bank, outlook 'negative' 

MUMBAI 

Private sector lender Yes 
Bank said India Ratings and 
Research (Ind-Ra) had 
downgraded its long-term 
issuer rating to 'IND A+.' 
"India Ratings and Research 
has downgraded Yes Bank's 
long-term issuer rating to 
'IND A+’ from 'IND AA-/' the 
bank said in a filing. "The 
outlook is negative. Ind-Ra 
has affirmed the bank's 
short-term issuer rating at 
'IND A1+V it added, pti 


Google to unveil 'Build 
for Digital India' 

NEW DELHI 

Google said it had signed a 
statement of intent with the 
Ministry of Electronics and IT 
for rolling out 'Build for 
Digital India’ programme. 

The programme will offer a 
platform to engineering 
students to develop 
technology-based solutions 
that tackle key social issues, 
a release said. Students will 
take part in online and offline 
learning opportunities on key 
technologies, pti 


PNB board to meet on 
Sept. 5 to mull merger 

NEW DELHI 

Punjab National Bank (PNB) 
on Saturday said its board of 
directors will meet on 
September 5 to consider the 
lender's merger with Oriental 
Bank of Commerce (OBC) and 
United Bank of India. In a 
statement, PNB said, the 
board will meet [on 
September 5] to "consider 
the amalgamation of the 
Oriental Bank of Commerce 
and United Bank of India into 
Punjab National Bank." pti 


CG Power sacks CFO 
for breach of trust 


NEW DELHI 

After removing founder 
Gautam Thapar as chairman 
of the company, the board of 
fraud-hit CG Power and 
Industrial Solutions has 
sacked the chief financial 
officer V.R. Venkatesh over 
alleged 'misconduct' and 
breach of trust. CEO and MD 
K.N. Neelkant, sent on leave 
on May 10 by the board to 
enable proper probe into 
financial irregularities, 
continues in his role for 


now. pti 


Indian companies eye Russian oil fields 


Firms in talks to buy significant stake in eastern cluster oil fields; investments likely in upstream sector 



Money in oil: There are huge opportunities for investments in oil and gas in Russia. Russian 
investments will help change India into a gas-based economy, says the Oil Minister. ■ reuters 


PIYUS H PANDEY 

MUMBAI 

A consortium of Indian oil 
firms is in talks to buy a sig¬ 
nificant stake in the eastern 
cluster oil fields in Russia 
with investments running in¬ 
to billions of dollars. 

This comes after Indian 
oil firms have recovered 
more than one-third of their 
$5 billion investments made 
in Russia within the last 
three years as dividend after 
accounting for capital ex¬ 
penditure and operational 
expenditure. 

Deal at summit 

A deal is likely to be an¬ 
nounced at the Eastern Eco¬ 
nomic Forum and the An¬ 
nual Bilateral Summit 
between Prime Minister Na- 
rendra Modi and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin in 
Vladivostok next week, 
sources in the know of the 
development told The 
Hindu. 

“It’s a combination of pro¬ 
ducing assets and discovered 
assets that will be put on pro¬ 


duction soon. We need to 
see what kind of fields are 
likely to be clubbed [into] 
these assets. So, it is prema¬ 
ture to talk about reserves 
and valuations, but we are 
putting in our expression of 
interest,” a source said. 

Minister for Petroleum 
and Natural Gas and Minister 


of Steel Dharmendra Prad- 
han is already in Russia with 
a delegation of Indian oil 
firms and Indian Oil Corpo¬ 
ration Ltd. chairman Sanjiv 
Singh for exploring partner¬ 
ships with Russian firms. In¬ 
dian firms are expected to in¬ 
vest in Russia’s upstream 
sector while Russian firms 


are expected to invest in In¬ 
dia's downstream sector. Mr. 
Pradhan met Russia’s energy 
minister Alexender Novak 
and discussed Indian firms’ 
interest in investing more in 
Russian oil and gas fields. 
“Discussions [helped] recog¬ 
nise that there are still enor¬ 
mous opportunities for in¬ 


vestments in oil and gas 
assets in Russia, and Russian 
investments in new initia¬ 
tives launched [will help] 
transform India into a gas- 
based economy through 
CGD, LNG terminals and use 
of natural gas in transporta¬ 
tion,” Mr. Pradhan tweeted 
after meeting his Russian 
counterpart. 

Mr. Pradhan also met Rus¬ 
sian Deputy Prime Minister 
Yuri Trutnev and discussed 
further cooperation in sourc¬ 
ing of crude oil from Far East 
of Russia. 

D. Rajkumar, chairman, 
BPCL, said, “We are keeping 
some money [aside] for in¬ 
vestment in upstream assets. 
As far as Russia is con¬ 
cerned, out of our $1 billion 
investment, we have reco¬ 
vered $340 million in the last 
three years by way of divi¬ 
dend, after accounting for 
capex and opex.” 

Indian energy companies 
have so far invested close to 
$10 billion in acquiring 
stakes in hydrocarbon assets 
in Russia. 


Mondelez to strengthen 
presence with Oreo 

Ties up with ice cream brand Cornetto 


INDR ANI DUTTA 

KOLICATA 

Mondelez India Private Ltd. 
(formerly Cadbury India 
Ltd) is focussing on the Oreo 
brand and its variants to 
strengthen its presence in 
the Indian biscuit market, 
according to Sudhansu Nag- 
pal, director - marketing 
(Biscuits) Mondelez India. 

“We forayed into the bis¬ 
cuit category in 2011 with 
Oreo and since then, India 
has emerged as one of the 
top three markets (after USA 
and China) for the brand by 
volume,” he told The Hindu. 

Oreo’s launch in the 
cream biscuit segment was 
followed by the launch of 
Bournvita biscuits in 2016. 
In 2019, it launched Bourn- 
vita Banana & Oats in the 
breakfast segment. 

Mr. Nagpal said that the 
company was among the 
top five players in the cream 
biscuit segment, which ac¬ 
counted for about 25% of 
the total organised biscuit 


market. Till June, it grew fas¬ 
ter than industry rates with 
a 1.8% overall market share. 
The company, however, was 
not willing to comment on 
the impact of the slowdown. 

While sales in urban 
areas have been the compa¬ 
ny’s strength, it forayed into 
the rural market 18 months 
ago with ^5 and £0 packs, 
besides adding to the num¬ 
ber of distribution points. 

He said that in a brand ex¬ 
tension exercise, Mondelez 
had tied up with ice cream 
brands to launch products 
like Cornetto-Oreo, offering 
“unconventional flavours 
and formats” in the biscuit 
category. 

It has already launched 
products through such a 
partnership with Hindustan 
Unilever. The company has 
also drawn up plans to tap 
into the gifting segment dur¬ 
ing the festive season. This 
facility is available through 
e-commerce sites as well as 
the company’s website. 


L&T Construction to build 
Mumbai’s second airport 

Step-down subsidiary of GVK awards ^6,200 crore project 


LALA TENDU MISHRA 

MUMBAI 

Navi Mumbai International 
Airport Private Ltd. 
(NMIAPL), a step-down sub¬ 
sidiary of GVK, has awarded 
the engineering, procure¬ 
ment and construction 
(EPC) contract for the green¬ 
field Navi Mumbai Interna¬ 
tional Airport to L&T 
Construction. 

L&T had built the iconic 
Terminal 2 of the existing 
airport of Mumbai and also 
undertook the airport’s re¬ 
construction work spanning 
several years even while the 
airport was fully functional. 

According to people in 
the know of the develop¬ 
ment, the order is worth 
about £5,200 crore. The 
companies had not specified 
the size of the order. 

It would take about 30 
months from now to com¬ 
plete the project which was 
originally intended to be op¬ 



erational by 2019. A complex 
process of hill-cutting, land¬ 
levelling and land-filling of 
marshy land, including man¬ 
groves, is believed to have 
delayed the project. 

The project also had to 
wait for the relocation of sev¬ 
eral thousand project-affect¬ 
ed people. This project is be¬ 
ing implemented in a public 
private partnership format 
between State government 
arm CIDCO and GVK, which 
operates the existing airport 
of Mumbai. GVK had bagged 
this project through a com¬ 


petitive bidding process. In 
NMIAPL, CIDCO holds 26% 
equity while the balance 74% 
is with GVK. The project is 
estimated to cost £6,000 
crore. 

The scope of the order 
covers cut and fill works, ter¬ 
minal works, including de¬ 
parture and arrival fore¬ 
courts, airfield development 
works (a 3,700 metre-long 
south runway, apron sys¬ 
tems, taxiway systems, air¬ 
field ground lighting and 
other facilities), landside fa¬ 
cilities (roads, multi-level car 
parking), utilities and sup¬ 
port facilities. 

The planned passenger 
terminal building will initial¬ 
ly handle a capacity of 10 
million passengers per an¬ 
num (MPA). The project will 
subsequently be enhanced 
to handle 20 MPA. This will 
go a long way in decongest¬ 
ing the existing airport that 
is almost saturated. 



Fewer takers: The passenger vehicle demand trend remains 
weak across major markets, -b. velankanni raj 


Auto sector sees slow 
start to festive offtake 


‘Enquiries-to-sales conversion weak’ 


LALA TENDU MISHRA 

MUMBAI 

The weeks prior to the onset 
of the festival season seem 
to have remained subdued 
for the automobile sector, 
with analysts seeing a slow 
start to festive offtake. 

“Our recent interaction 
with leading two-wheeler 
(2W), passenger vehicles 
(PV) and commercial vehi¬ 
cles (CV) channel partners 
in key markets of Delhi, 
Maharashtra, Kerala and Ra¬ 
jasthan indicated no signs of 
demand recovery as enqui- 
ries-to-sales conversion con¬ 
tinues to remain weak year 
on year,” said Deep Shah, re¬ 
search analyst, and Poorvi 
Banka, research associate. 
Institutional Equities, Prab- 
hudas Lilladher Pvt. Ltd. 

“However, with the onset 
of key September festivals 
like Ganesh Chaturthi in 
Maharashtra and Onam in 
Kerala, there has been an in¬ 
crease of 5-8% in retail sales 
(especially in PV and 2W 
segments), while CV sales 
continue to remain weak,” 
they said. 

In the PV segment, the 
euphoria around new pro¬ 
duct launches is driving en¬ 
quiries. Though the PV de¬ 
mand trend remained weak 
across major markets, with 
enquiries-to-sales conver¬ 
sion even weaker for exist¬ 
ing models, recent launches 
such as Hyundai Venue, Kia 
Seltos, MG Hector and Suzu¬ 
ki XL6 have helped bring 
footfalls to showrooms. 

“The average inventory 
levels for most PV players 
remained at 25-30 days (sta¬ 
ble month-on-month) ex¬ 
cept for Tata Motors, where 
it is still higher at 35-40 
days,” Prabhudas Lilladher 
analysts said. 


“PV sales in key festive 
States like Kerala is witness¬ 
ing 5-8% MoM recovery in 
bookings, led by onset of 
Onam festival. Our interac¬ 
tion with channel partners 
indicates there was no sig¬ 
nificant impact of floods in 
Kerala except in a few re¬ 
gions of northern Kerala,” 
they said. 

In the two-wheeler seg¬ 
ment, inventory still re¬ 
mained high despite contin¬ 
uous correction. “While 
demand continues to re¬ 
main weak in major mar¬ 
kets, we note 5-8% volume 
recovery in rural pockets of 
Maharashtra. However, in 
tier 2 cities like Pune there is 
still no sign of demand re¬ 
covery even for the Ganesh 
festival yet, as volumes are 
down 10-15% YoY (festive to 
festive) so-far,” the analysts 
said, adding the CV segment 
remained impacted on ac¬ 
count of weak freight 
availability. 

The slump has also im¬ 
pacted the luxury vehicle 
and super bike segments. 
“The ongoing economic 
slowdown in India and 
slump in the automobile 
market has also impacted 
the super bikes segment as 
people are deferring pur¬ 
chase decisions. We hope 
things will change with im¬ 
proved liquidity during the 
festive season,” Ajinkya Fi- 
rodia, managing director, 
Motoroyale Kinetic, said on 
the sidelines of the launch 
of MV Agusta Turismo Ve- 
loce 800 in Mumbai. 

The automotive compo¬ 
nents sector will also conti¬ 
nue to suffer and the sec¬ 
tor’s revenue growth is 
expected to be halved in 
next two fiscals, according 
to Crisil. 


BPCL lines up 
investment of 
£.1 lakh crore 


A Facebook-like platform that 
connects small firms globally 

GlobalLinker allows SMEs to network with peers, clients 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

State-owned Bharat Petro¬ 
leum Corporation Limited 
(BPCL) has lined up an in¬ 
vestment of £.1 lakh crore 
in the next five years to ex¬ 
pand its refining, market¬ 
ing, petrochemicals, pipe¬ 
line and natural gas 
businesses. 

Chairman D. Rajkumar 
said, “It won’t be on refin¬ 
ing expansion alone. For 
Petchem, we will invest 
£20,000 crore. Another 
£20,000 crore for up¬ 
stream business. For mar¬ 
keting, we have allocated 
£10,000 crore, and ^6,000 
crore in expanding pipe¬ 
line capacity." 

The company plans to 
invest £22,954 crore to ex¬ 
pand its Numaligarh refin¬ 
ery from capacity of 3 me¬ 
tric million tonnes per 
annum (mmtpa) to 9 
mmtpa. 

“This will be the largest 
investment in that part of 
the country. We are laying 
a pipeline from Paradip to 
Numaligarh to source 
crude for the refinery,” Mr. 
Rajkumar said. 

In a bid to expand its pe¬ 
trochemicals capacity, the 
company is setting up a pe¬ 
trochemicals project in Ra- 
sayani at a cost of £25,000 
crore. The company has 
set aside £20,000 crore to 
invest in its upstream busi¬ 
ness. Most of it will go to¬ 
wards the Mozambique gas 
fields. In marketing, the in¬ 
vestments will be aimed at 
increasing BPCL’s retail 
market share to 33% from 
27% now. 



ASHIS H RUKHAIYAR 

MUMBAI 

At first glance, the Global- 
Linker portal looks just like 
Facebook. Once logged in, a 
user will find posts from en¬ 
tities that he is connected 
with, his network of connec¬ 
tions, notifications related to 
his posts, likes and com¬ 
ments, among other things. 

There is just one diffe¬ 
rence, though. GlobalLinker 
is not a social media plat¬ 
form for individuals to share 
updates about their life. It is 
a dedicated portal for small 
and medium enterprises 
(SMEs) where such entities 
can network with peers and 
potential customers while 
marketing their products 
and services. 

“Facebook is the world’s 
biggest social media plat¬ 
form for individuals and we 
intend to become such a 
platform for SMEs,” said Sa- 
meer Vakil, one of the three 
co-founders of the company. 

“But, our mission and 
purpose is totally different. 
We want SMEs to come and 
talk about their businesses 
and services. They can con¬ 
nect with potential clients or 
peers to grow their business¬ 
es,” added Mr. Vakil, who 
has earlier worked with Citi¬ 
bank and MasterCard. 

SMEs from 5,934 cities 

Interestingly, if the numbers 
are anything to go by, then 
GlobalLinker has indeed 
found flavour in the vast 
SME community. 

Launched in 2015, Global- 




Sameer Vakil 


Linker currently has more 
than 2.65 lakh SMEs regis¬ 
tered on its platform. Furth¬ 
er, these SMEs come from 
154 different countries or 
from 5,934 cities across the 
globe. 

More importantly, the 
SMEs are able to unlock va¬ 
rious benefits by being a part 
of the GlobalLinker 
community. 

To start with, there are 
more than 100 offers on pro¬ 
ducts and services offered 
by member SMEs. Compa¬ 
nies from various sectors 
have even formed sub¬ 
groups to have very focussed 
engagements. 

Promoters of companies 
also regularly write on issues 
related to their sector or bu¬ 
siness environment to have 
an interactive discussion 
with fellow promoters. 

“SMEs have written and 
contributed more than 
2,500 articles on GlobalLink¬ 
er, initiated 25,000 discus¬ 
sions and created more than 
365 different groups on the 
platform,” said Mr. Vakil, 



SMEs have written 
and contributed 
over 2,500 articles 
on the platform 

SAMEER VAKIL 
Co-founder, GlobalLinker 

while adding that over a mil¬ 
lion connections have been 
made between SMEs on the 
platform. 

Mr. Vakil, along with Sum- 
mi Gambhir and TJS Varad- 
han, founded what he calls 
an algorithm-based match¬ 
making and business net¬ 
working platform, which 
currently has SMEs across 
39 industries and 208 sub¬ 
industries with the highest 
representation from the 
food and beverage sector fol¬ 
lowed by construction and 
real estate. 

At a time when a digitised 
or online presence is consi¬ 
dered a necessary ingre¬ 
dient for business growth, 
GlobalLinker allows mem¬ 
ber SMEs to create a free e- 
commerce store apart from 
helping them create digital 
business cards, digital busi¬ 
ness profiles and also a digi¬ 
tal product catalogue. 

Apart from India, local 
versions of GlobalLinker are 
live in Thailand and Philip¬ 
pines. Going ahead, the 
company is eyeing a pre¬ 
sence in regional associa¬ 
tions such as South Asian As¬ 
sociation for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC), Asso¬ 
ciation of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN), European 
Union (EU) and North Amer¬ 
ican Free Trade Agreement. 




NCLAT junks 
SEBIplea 
against Assam 
Company 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

The National Company 
Law Appellate Tribunal 
(NCLAT) has dismissed a 
Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) plea 
against the resolution plan 
approved by the Guwahati 
Bench of the National Com¬ 
pany Law Tribunal (NCLT) 
for the Assam Company 
(India) Ltd. 

Last year, the NCLT had 
approved a resolution plan 
filed by BRS Ventures In¬ 
vestment Ltd. for the reviv¬ 
al of Assam Company. As 
part of the plan, the firm 
announced delisting its 
equity shares. Against this, 
the SEBI moved NCLAT 
and stated that on the alle¬ 
gation that Assam Compa¬ 
ny and others were a shell 
company, an investigation 
was on and it passed an in¬ 
terim order in December 
2017 directing the appoint¬ 
ment of an independent fo¬ 
rensic auditor to verify fi¬ 
nancial irregularities. 

The firm had challenged 
the probe before the Gau- 
hati High Court, which had 
set aside the investigation 
in March, 2019. SEBI had 
preferred an appeal before 
the division bench of the 
high court; however, no or¬ 
der of stay had been 
passed in the said case, it 
added. The NCLAT said the 
appeal by the regulator 
was not maintainable in 
the absence of any viola¬ 
tion of the provisions of the 
code or any existing law or 
material irregularity. 



ARASU RUBBER CORPORATION LIMITED 

fj y I (A Government of Tamilnadu Undertaking) 

(LVg Regd. Office, Vadasery, Post Box No. 75, NAGERCOIL - 629 001. Kanyakumari District. 

Telephone No. : (04652) 274203, 274204, 274205. E-mail : arasurubber@gmail.com 

C.No. DI/7009/19 AUCTION CUM TENDER NOTICE Date : 26.08.2019 

Right to do slaughter tapping of latex and Removal of rubber trees 



Coupe Details 

Auction cum tender 
Date /Time 

Place 

SI.No. 

Division 

Unit 

Coupe No. 


Arasu 

1 . 

Manalodai 

Manalodai 

23B-II, 25B-II, 28 Bit-V 


Rubber 

Corporation 

Limited, 



Kalikesam 

38 

Date: 3.10.2019 
Time : 11.00A.M 
onwards 

2. 

Chithar 

Chithar 

50 

Registered 

Office, 

Vadasery, 

Nagercoil 



Maruthamparai 

16,17,18A 


3. 

Kodayar 

Kallar 

76 & 76A, 77, 78, 80, 90, 93 


For Further details, please visit our website 

1) www.arasurubber.tn.gov.in 2) www.tenders.tn.gov.in 3) www.forests.tn.gov.in 


DIPR/ 2960 /TENDER/2019 


MANAGING DIRECTOR 



United States-lndia Science and Technology 

Endowment Fund 

"Commercializing Technologies for Societal Impact” 



IUSSTF 


The governments of India (through the Department of Science & Technology) and the United 
States of America (through the Department of State) have established the United States - India 
Science & Technology Endowment Fund (USISTEF) for the promotion of joint activities that 
would lead to innovation and technopreneurship through the application of science and 
technology. The Endowment Fund activities are implemented and administered through the 
bi-national Indo-US Science and Technology Forum (IUSSTF). 


CALL FOR PROPOSALS 


Mandate 


The fund aims to select and financially support 
promising joint U.S. - India entrepreneurial 
initiatives that address the theme of 
"Commercializing Technologies for Societal 
Impact" through a competitive grants program. 


Funding 


Grant Size up to INR 2.50 Crores or approx. 
USD 400,000* 

*AII grants are awarded in Indian Rupees (INR) 
only and subject to prevailing exchange rate. 


We Invite 


Bi-national Indo-U.S. teams of entrepreneurs 
and innovators with: 

• Innovative product or technology, beyond the 
idea stage 

• High societal impact 

• Significant potential to commercialize within 
2-3 years 


Eligibility 


• Proposals must include a minimum of one 

• partner each from India and the U.S. 

• The Bi-national teams can include: 

I. Incorporated companies including start- 
ups;or 

II. Non-incorporated entities;or 

III. Individuals or consortia from academia, 
government laboratories non-government 
R&D institutions. 


Priority Areas 


Healthy Individual: Supports the development 
of affordable biomedical devices, diagnostic / 
preventive / curative measures, or food and 
nutrition products to improve health. 

Empowering Citizens: Supports efforts to 
reduce the digital / technology divide. This 
could include information and communication 
technologies with societal impact in areas 
such as water, agriculture, financial inclusion, 
and education, among other areas. 


For more information visit 
www.usistef.org | www.iusstf.org 

Submission Deadline: October 15, 2019 
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A plastic emergency 

What is the protocol that needs to be 
in place before a ban on single-use 
plastic items comes into force? 

G. AN ANTHAKRISHNAN 

The story so far: On August 15, in his Independence 
Day address. Prime Minister Narendra Modi called for a 
movement to eliminate single-use plastic in India, 
beginning on Gandhi Jayanti (October 2). Individuals and 
organisations should now actively remove plastic waste 
from their surroundings and municipal bodies must 
arrange to collect these articles. Start-ups and industries 
should think of newer ways of recycling. The 
government is reported to be working on a ban on 
certain plastic items of common use such as carry bags, 
cutlery and plates under the Environment (Protection) 
Act, and this may be announced on October 2, well 
ahead of the earlier deadline of 2022. 


Where does India stand on plastic waste? 

In spite of the notification of the Plastic Waste 
Management (PWM) Rules, 2016, and amendments made 
two years later, most cities and towns are not prepared 
to implement its provisions. Even the biggest Municipal 
Corporations shouldering a staggering waste burden 
have failed to implement segregation of waste: collecting 
recyclable plastic, non-recyclable plastic and other waste 
separately for processing by material recovery facilities. 
This is a growing crisis amid criticism of under-reporting 
of the true extent of plastic waste. Per capita 
consumption of plastic is projected to go up from 11 kg in 

2014-15 to 20 kg by 2022 
(Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry data); about 
43% is single-use 
packaging with poor rates 
of recovery. 

An amendment to the 
PWM Rules in 2018, by 
which a six-month 
deadline was fixed for 
producers to arrange for 
recovery of waste in 
partnership with State 
Urban Development 
departments, has made 
little progress. Neither is plastic marked with numerical 
symbols (such as 1 for PET, 4 for Low Density 
Polyethylene, 5 for Polypropylene and so on) to facilitate 
recycling using the correct industrial process. 

Recycling reduces the volume of non-recyclables that 
must be disposed of using methods such as co¬ 
processing in cement kilns, plasma pyrolysis or land- 
filling. In April this year, the Central Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB) issued notice to 52 companies asking them 
to file their plan to fulfil their EPR (extended producer 
responsibility) obligation. 

Are alternatives such as compostable or 
biodegradable plastics viable? 

Although compostable, biodegradable or even edible 
plastics made from various materials such as bagasse 
(the residue after extracting juice from sugarcane), corn 
starch, and grain flour are promoted as alternatives, 
these currently have limitations of scale and cost. 

Some biodegradable packaging materials require 
specific microorganisms to be broken down, while 
compostable cups and plates made of polylactic acid, a 
popular resource derived from biomass such as corn 
starch, require industrial composters. On the other 
hand, articles made through a different process involving 
potato and corn starch have done better in normal 
conditions, going by the experience in Britain. Seaweed 
is also emerging as a choice to make edible containers. 

In India, though, in the absence of robust testing and 
certification to verify claims made by producers, 
spurious biodegradable and compostable plastics are 
entering the marketplace. In January this year, the CPCB 
said that 12 companies were marketing carry bags and 
products marked ‘compostable’ without any 
certification, and asked the respective State Pollution 
Control Boards to take action on these units. 

A ban on single-use plastic items would have to 
therefore lay down a comprehensive mechanism to 
certify the materials marketed as alternatives, and the 
specific process required to biodegrade or compost 
them. A movement against plastic waste would have to 
prioritise the reduction of single-use plastic such as 
multi-layer packaging, bread bags, food wrap, and 
protective packaging. Consumers often have no choice in 
the matter. Other parts of the campaign must focus on 
tested biodegradable and compostable alternatives for 
plates, cutlery and cups, rigorous segregation of waste 
and scaled up recycling. City municipal authorities play a 
key role here. 


A movement against 
plastic waste would 
have to prioritise the 
reduction of single¬ 
use plastic, such as 
multi-layer packaging, 
bread bags and food 
wrap. Consumers 
often have no choice 
in the matter 


What can the packaging industry do? 

Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar sent a message 
to the industry at the global flexible packaging 
conference in Mumbai recently that it must take its 
extended producer responsibility requirement under the 
law seriously. The Secretaries of the Environment and 
Petroleum Ministries said at the event that plastic waste 
was a key concern, and industry should look at 
innovation and new materials in the days ahead, besides 
facilitating collection and recycling with the help of city 
administrations. 

Packaging is projected to grow into a $72.6 billion 
industry in India by 2020 from about $31 billion in 2015, 
with a proportionate rise in waste volumes. The pressure 
on producers to streamline the collection, recycling and 
processing of all forms of plastic is bound to grow. 



A central bank or government piggy bank? 


Does the payout damage 
the credibility of the Reserve Bank 
of India as an independent central 
bank? Where do the central bank’s 
earnings come from? 

PRAS HANTH PERUMAL J. 

The story so far: On August 26, the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) central board decided to transfer ^1.76 lakh 
crore to the government (including a sum of ^52,637 
crore from its contingency reserve), a move that is likely 
to address the Central government’s precarious fiscal 
situation. The transfer amount included the payment of 
dividend worth Z1.23 lakh crore, and funds from its 
reserves, as identified under a new economic capital 
framework (ECF) adopted by the RBI board. The RBI had 
formed a committee chaired by former RBI Governor 
Bimal Jalan to review its ECF last year. 

Why is the RBI payout different this year? 

Each year, the RBI transfers to the government any 
money in its balance sheet that it deems to be beyond its 
operational and contingency needs. The RBI’s transfer of 
funds to the government per se is nothing new. But what 
has raised eyebrows this time is that the amount of funds 
being transferred by the central bank to the government 
this year is much higher than earlier -146.8% more than 
what it had paid out last year, when it transferred 
^50,000 crore as dividend. Previously, the highest 
amount of surplus funds that the RBI had transferred to 
the government was ^65,896 crore in 2014-15. The net 
surplus figures are: ^52,683 (2013-14); ^65,896 (2014-15); 
^65,880 (2015-16); ^30,659 (2016-17) and ^50,000 (2017- 
18) 

What is the controversy around the transfer? 

The massive payout has raised concerns that the 
government may be confiscating money from the RBI to 
meet its urgent spending needs, thus effectively turning 
the central bank into a banker for the government. 
Central banks such as the RBI, however, are supposed to 
be independent from all forms of government influence. 
In reality, governments across the world try to influence 
decision-making by their respective central banks in 
various ways. When appointing members to the central 
bank, such as to the post of Governor for instance, 
governments tend to pick bureaucrats who have been 
loyal to them over time. Many also view the move to get 
the RBI to let go of a portion of its accumulated reserve as 
part of a wider campaign by the government to strip the 
powers of various independent regulatory bodies. In July, 
the government amended the Finance Bill to ensure that 
the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) 
transferred surplus funds in its custody over to the 


Aid for growth 

The Reserve Bank of India approved the transfer of ^1.76 Lakh 
crore from its surplus funds to the Central government in a 
bid to address the current fiscal situation. 

The amount includes the central bank's 2018-19 surplus, of 
?1.23 lakh crore, and ^52,637 crore of excess provisions 



government. Some economists argue that the 
government has the right to make use of funds in the 
custody of public institutions such as the RBI to meet its 
fiscal needs. Critics, however, argue that stripping the 
financial assets of regulatory institutions such as the RBI 
and SEBI can compromise their independence. 

How does the RBI earn money? 

The RBI earns money in a variety of ways. Open market 
operations, wherein a central bank purchases or sells 
bonds in the open market in order to regulate money 

supply in the economy, 
are a major source of 
income for the RBI. Apart 
from the interest received 
from these bonds, the RBI 
may also profit from 
favourable changes in 
bond prices. Dealings in 
the foreign exchange 
market that the RBI 
engages in may also 
contribute to the bank’s 
profits. The RBI, for 
instance, may buy dollars 
cheaply and sell them 
dear in the future to 
pocket profits. It should 
be noted, however, that 
unlike commercial banks, the primary mandate of the 
RBI is not to earn profits but to preserve the value of the 
rupee. Profit and loss are thus merely a side effect of its 
regular operations to shape monetary policy. 

Are the RBI’s powers being diluted? 

The primary issue with the transfer of surplus funds is 


the damage that it does to the credibility of the RBI as an 
independent central bank. The government has been 
criticised for taking steps since last year to progressively 
dilute the powers of the RBI. The government had tried 
to convince the central bank to part with more than Z3 
lakh crore from its reserves last year. It appointed a 
committee headed by Mr. Jalan to overhaul the economic 
capital framework. The government argued that the 
quantum of reserves accumulated by the RBI over the 
years was well beyond the needs of the central bank. 

This, it is believed, caused friction between the 
government and the then Governor of the RBI, Urjit 
Patel, who resigned from his post last December. Some 
believe the government will still manage to get hold of the 
initial corpus of funds that it wanted from the RBI, but 
over the next few years. Some have raised concerns 
about the RBI’s ability to meet emergencies with its now 
depleted reserves. These concerns, however, may be 
unwarranted since, as the sole and sovereign issuer of the 
rupee, there is effectively no limit to the amount of 
rupees that the RBI can create to deal with an emergency. 
The real impact that the forced transfer of funds will have 
is on the RBI’s independence in setting monetary policy. 
The transfer of surplus reserves to the government is in 
effect a forced injection of extra liquidity into the 
economy. The increased demand to meet the 
government’s fiscal needs will thus compromise the RBI’s 
ability to fulfil its primary mandate - to preserve the 
value of the rupee by reining in inflation, by retaining full 
and final control over the supply of rupees in the wider 
economy. 

What lies ahead? 

The government is expected to achieve its 3% fiscal 
deficit target this year with the help of the funds it has 
received from the RBI. The fresh funds will also help the 
government to spend more on any fiscal stimulus plan 
that it may decide to implement in order to tackle the 
slowdown in the economy. The transfer of money from 
the vaults of the RBI to fund government spending will 
increase the amount of money supply in the economy, 
thus exerting an upward pressure on prices. The RBI’s 
transfer of surplus funds to the government could thus 
effectively turn into a monetary stimulus for the economy 
which has been slowing down for several consecutive 
quarters now. 

Former RBI Deputy Governor, Viral Acharya (whose 
resignation earlier this year was linked to his conflicts 
with the government), warned in a speech last year that 
governments that do not respect the independence of the 
central bank will eventually be punished by financial 
markets. His warning might turn out to be prescient in 
the coming years if the RBI is turned into a piggy bank to 
fund the government’s increasing spending needs. It can 
cause investors to lose confidence in the RBI’s ability to 
preserve the value of the rupee and force them to ditch 
the currency. 


The government is 
expected to achieve its 
3% fiscal deficit target 
this year with the help 
of the funds it has 
received from the RBI. 
The funds will also 
help the government 
to spend more on any 
fiscal stimulus plan 
in tackling the 
economic slowdown 


What is the economics behind e-vehicle batteries? 


India is seeking a transition from conventional fuel vehicles to e-vehicles. Are EVs economically feasible for mass use? 


S. VEN KATRAMAN 

The story so far: Shifting gears in the transition to 
electric vehicles (EVs), the NITI Aayog, in May this year, 
proposed to ban the sale of all internal combustion 
engine (ICE) powered three-wheelers post March 2023. It 
also suggested that all new two-wheelers below 150cc sold 
after March 2025 should be electric. In consonance with 
these proposals, the Union Budget presented on July 5 
announced tax incentives for early adopters. Even as the 
automobile industry had objected to the think-tank’s 
proposal and called for a practical approach in framing 
electric vehicle-related policies, there has been the worry 
that EVs are still not financially viable because of various 
costs associated with their manufacture and use. 

How are cost structures of conventional vehicles 
and electric vehicles different? 

The portion of the costs of the drivetrain of EVs - the 
system in a motor vehicle which connects the 
transmission to the drive axles - in comparison to the 
cost of the entire vehicle is four percentage points lower 
when compared to ICE vehicles. This is primarily due to 
less parts in the electric drivetrain. However, the battery 
pack takes up nearly half the cost of an electric vehicle. 
For any meaningful reduction in the physical value of 
EVs, the cost of battery packs needs to reduce 
significantly. Chart 1 compares the cost breakdown of a 
conventional ICE vehicle with an electric vehicle. Chart 2 
compares the drivetrain cost breakdown between the two 
kinds. 

What are the components of a battery pack and 
how much do they cost? 

The predominant battery chemistry used in EVs is 
lithium-ion batteries (Li-ion). No new technologies are on 
the horizon for immediate commercial usage. 

The cost of the materials or key-components of the 
battery, namely the cathode, anode, electrolyte, 
separator, among others, contribute the most (60%) to 
the total cost. Labour charges, overheads and profit 
margins account for the rest. 

Labour is a relatively minuscule component of the 
overall cost. Any reduction in the cost of the battery pack 
will have to come from a reduction in materials cost or 
the manufacturing overhead. The graph shows the cost 
split of a Li-ion battery pack. 

How has the cost of the Li-ion battery pack cost 
evolved in the last decade? 

The price of these battery packs has consistently fallen 
over the past few years. This decrease is in part due to 
technological improvements, economies of scale and 
increased demand for lithium-ion batteries. Fierce 
competition between major manufacturers has also been 
instrumental in bringing down prices. 

The chart shows the change in the price of Li-ion 
batteries from 2010 to 2016. It is not clear if the battery 
cost can be reduced even further. Given that raw 
materials account for 60% of the cost of the battery pack, 
the room for further cost reduction is rather limted. 

Where does India stand on EV adoption? 

In India, EV adoption will be driven by two-wheelers 
rather than cars in high numbers on because India’s 
mobility market is driven more by two wheelers. 
According to the NITI Aayog, 79% of vehicles on Indian 
roads are two-wheelers. 

Three-wheelers and cars that cost less than ?10 lakh 
account for 4% and 12% of the vehicle population, 
respectively. 

Two-wheelers will also need smaller batteries when 




Cost 


dynamics 


The battery pack forms 
a significant portion of 
the price of an electric 
vehicle (EV). With the cost 
of Lithium-ion (Li-ion) 
batteries falling over the 
years and the fact that the 
proportion of costs needed 
to build a drivetrain (the 
group of components 
that deliver power to the 
driving wheels) is much 
less for an EV has made it 
a feasible buy, especially 
for Indian consumers in 
the near future 


Chart 1: Overall cost break-up 
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■ The battery 
pack accounts 
for 35-50% of 
the cost of an 
electric vehicle 


Chart 2: Drivetrain cost break-up 
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■ In the case of a 
conventional vehicle, 
a significant portion 
of the drivetrain 
costs goes into 
building the engine 


Conventional EV 


Conventional EV 


Source: Paper titled "An Overview of Costs for Vehicle Components, Fuels.Greenhouse Gas Emissionsand Total Cost of Ownership 2017", University of California, Davis 


Chart 3: Lithium-ion battery cost break-up 


Chart 4: Price drop of Li-ion batteries 


■ Raw material prices alone contribute 60% of 
the battery costs 


200 

150 

100 

50 

0 


Profit margin 
Overhead 

Labour 
Other material 
Separator 
Electrolyte 
Anode 

Cathode 



Manufacturing 
overhead & 
profit 35% 


Material costs 
60% 


Source: Qnovo, an organisation based in the U.S. that works in 
the field of batteries 


| Battery price ($/l<Wh) £ Fall from previous year (%) 

(left axis) (right axis) 



2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

■ The highest drop in THE battery prices was in 2015 when it fell 35% 
compared to 2014 

Source: Bloomberg Compiled by Sumant Sen 


compared to cars and hence the overall affordable 
cost.India needs to manufacture Li-ion cells in-house. 
Now, cells are imported and “assembled” into batteries. 
Setting up a Li-ion manufacturing unit requires high 
capital expenditure. But battery manufacturing in India is 
expected to grow as electric vehicles grow. 

Are EV vehicles completely environment friendly? 

In conventional ICEs, petrol or diesel fuels the engine. 

India needs to manufacture lithium-ion cells 
in-house. Currently, cells are imported and 
'assembled' into batteries. Setting up 
a Li-ion manufacturing unit requires 
high capital expenditure. 


However, in EVs, batteries are not the fuel; electrons 
supplied by the battery fuel the vehicle. The battery is a 
device that stores electrons/energy which is sourced from 
electricity. 

Presently, most of India’s electricity is generated using 
conventional sources. In 2018-19, over 90% of India’s 
electricity was generated from conventional sources, 
including coal, and around 10% was produced from 
renewable sources such as solar, wind and biomass. 

While the rate of electricity generated from renewable 
sources has increased over the years, more needs to be 
done for their adoption. 

This is because the EV-charging infrastructure needs to 
be powered through renewable sources to make it truly 
sustainable. 


Dr. S. Venkatraman is R&D Manager, Duracell 
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Oldest parasite DNA 

The oldest parasite DNA ever 
recorded has been found in 
the ancient, desiccated faeces 
of a puma. Radiocarbon dating 
revealed that the coprolite and 
thus the parasitic roundworm 
eggs preserved inside dated 
back to between 16,570 and 
17,000 years ago, towards the 
end of the Last Ice Age. 



How memories form 


Using mouse models, Caltech 
researchers have determined 
that strong, stable memories 
are encoded by "teams" of 
neurons all firing in synchrony, 
providing redundancy that 
enables these memories to 
persist. It will help understand 
how memory might be 
affected after brain damage. 



Storms on Jupiter 

Coordinated observations of 
Jupiter in early 2017 by six 
ground-based telescopes and 
Hubble allowed astronomers 
to study the evolution of 
bright plumes and connect 
them with cloud movements 
deep in the planet. The plumes 
create disturbances in the 
belts and even change their 
colour. 


Filter-based kits developed for TB 
diagnosis, drug-resistance testing 

The kits improve the sensitivity of smear microscopy and transport of sputum samples 



Improved detection: The three kits (bottom) improve the sensitivity of smear microscopy by 
about 5% and make transporation of sputum samples easy as TB bacteria are killed. 


R. PR ASAD 

To address the TB diagnostic 
challenges, a multi-institu¬ 
tional team has developed 
three cost-effective kits that 
improve the sensitivity of 
smear microscopy, enable 
transport of sputum samples 
at ambient temperature with¬ 
out using bio-safe containers, 
and extract DNA for diagnos¬ 
ing drug-resistant TB. The 
three kits are - TB Detect, TB 
Concentration & Transport, 
and TB DNA Extraction. 

The TB Detect kit is for 
diagnosis using LED fluores¬ 
cence microscopy, while the 
TB Concentration & Tran¬ 
sport, and the TB DNA Extrac¬ 
tion kits together are for de¬ 
tection of drug-resistance. 
The TB Detect kit helps in¬ 
crease the positivity of LED 
fluorescence microscopy by 
about 5%, while the TB DNA 
Extraction kit allows the de¬ 
tection of drug-resistant TB 
bacteria with a high level of 
sensitivity. The results of the 
study were published in PLOS 
ONE. 

The TB Detect kit currently 
costs Rs.100 per sample, 
Rs.100 for the TB transport kit 
and Rs.85 for the DNA extrac¬ 
tion kit. 

In the case of the TB Detect 
kit, the team led by Prof. Jaya 
Sivaswami Tyagi from the De¬ 
partment of Biotechnology at 
AIIMS used a simple filter- 
based system to separate TB 
bacteria from the sputum to 
improve the sensitivity of LED 
fluorescence microscopy. In 
this, the sputum, which is vis¬ 
cous, is first liquefied using a 
proprietary reagent and pre¬ 
filtered. The bacteria in the li¬ 
quefied sputum pass through 
a paper-like filter while some 
of the cell debris are retained 
on the filter. 

The liquefied sputum con¬ 


taining the TB bacteria then 
comes in contact with a high¬ 
ly porous, plastic membrane 
filter underlain by multiple fi¬ 
brous pads kept at the base of 
the filter device. While the 
sputum gets sucked by the fi¬ 
brous pad due to capillary 
forces, the bacteria remain on 
the membrane. 

“The membrane concen¬ 
trates the bacteria in a small 
surface, which is about 1 cm in 
diameter. This leads to an in¬ 
crease in the detection limit,” 
says Mr. Nalini Kant Gupta 
from the Advanced Microdev¬ 
ices Pvt Ltd, Ambala, who de¬ 
veloped the membrane filter, 
the filter device and the kits. 
He is a co-author of the paper. 

The limit of detection was 
found to be higher when the 
bacteria were separated from 
sputum prior to examination 
under a microscope. “By sep¬ 
arating the bacteria from spu¬ 
tum, it becomes possible to 
detect TB bacteria even when 
they are fewer in number. 
Even when only 1,000 bacte¬ 
ria are present per ml of spu¬ 
tum it is possible to detect 
them compared with 10,000 
bacteria per 1 ml of sputum in 


the conventional system,” 
says Prof. Tyagi. 

It also takes less time to ex¬ 
amine a sample under a mi¬ 
croscope - one minute vis-a- 
vis three-five minutes when 
the sputum is spread on a 
glass slide. This is because the 
sputum on a glass slide covers 
a large area requiring more 
number of fields to be viewed. 

Diagnosis of drug-resistant 
TB is carried out only at cen¬ 
tral laboratories, and so sam¬ 
ples have to be transported. 
The TB concentration & tran¬ 
sport kit now makes it easy 
and simple to transport sam¬ 
ples - transport it in sealed 
covers at ambient tempera¬ 
ture making containment at 
low temperature redundant. 


This is because the bacteria 
are killed using a disinfectant. 

“Since the bacteria are 
killed it is not possible to cul¬ 
ture them. But for molecular 
testing to diagnose drug-resis¬ 
tant TB, only the DNA is need¬ 
ed and so it does not matter if 
the bacteria are dead or 
alive,” says Prof. Tyagi. 

The third kit - TB DNA Ex¬ 
traction - allows DNA to be 
isolated from the bacteria pre¬ 
sent on the filter paper. “To 
extract the DNA, the filter 
paper containing the bacteria 
are heated at 90 degree C in a 
lysis solution. The cell mem¬ 
brane ruptures and the DNA 
gets released from the bacte¬ 
ria, which is purified for mo¬ 
lecular testing,” says Dr. Saga- 


rilca Haidar from the 
Translational Health Science 
and Technology Institute 
(THSTI) and another corres¬ 
ponding author of the paper. 

“Since the bacteria are 
dead it cannot be cultured for 
drug-susceptibility testing, so 
we used molecular testing. 
Here we looked for mutations 
in the resistance-conferring 
genes by amplifying and se¬ 
quencing the DNA,” says Di- 
vya Anthwal from THSTI and 
first author of the paper. 

Compared with culture, 
the sensitivity of the kit for 
drug-resistance was found to 
be high - 90% for rifampicin, 
84% for isoniazid, and 83% for 
fluoroquinolones. Test specif¬ 
icity was 88-93%. “More im¬ 
portantly, 89-92% of samples 
tested positive for drug-resis¬ 
tance also tested positive 
when a standard method was 
used,” says Prof. Tyagi. 

“The developed kits are to 
be evaluated for operational 
feasibility and performance in 
field settings under RNTCP. If 
found suitable, they can be 
used in the programme,” says 
Prof. Tyagi. 

The kit for TB diagnosis 
was tested at the TB Hospital, 
Ambala and the National Insti¬ 
tute of Tuberculosis and Res¬ 
piratory Diseases (NITRD), 
Delhi using 1,190 samples. 
The kit for diagnosing drug- 
resistance was tested on 148 
samples at NITRD and THSTI. 



Evolution of antibiotic resistance in E. coli studied 


Bacteria form biofilms when exposed to low concentrations of antibiotic 


SHUBASHREE DESIKAN 


It is well known that low concen¬ 
trations of antibiotics can cause 
resistance to evolve among bacte¬ 
ria. Now, a group of researchers 
from USER Pune has taken this 
further to explore how exactly this 
happens. They have studied how 
resistance to the antibiotic rifam¬ 
picin evolves in E. coli under two 
conditions - when the antibiotic is 
present in low or high concentra¬ 
tions, and when there is steady or 
pulsed supply of antibiotics. 

Bacteria develop drug resis¬ 
tance both when they are within 
the body and outside. The fact 
that antibiotics are unevenly dis¬ 
tributed within the body or intake 
of drugs could be stopped midway 
can lead to evolution of drug resis¬ 
tance. Similarly, low doses of such 
drugs available intermittently in 
the environment can also cause 
drug resistance to evolve in the 
bacteria. 

According to a study published 



Weathering stress: Bacteria 
sticking together to form pellicles. 


in the journal Genetics, the pro¬ 
cess of evolution of drug resis¬ 
tance appears to be rapid. “We 
found that E. coli can evolve resis¬ 
tance to rifampicin within a few 
generations of drug exposure. 
That’s less than half a day,” says 
Nishad Matange from the Biology 
department of USER, Pune, who 
studied emergence of resistance 
under laboratory conditions. 

A characteristic of some drug- 
resistant strains of bacteria is that 
they do not live in isolation but get 


connected to each other, forming 
biofilms. Using genetics and bio¬ 
chemistry, the researchers found 
that when under exposure to low 
concentrations of rifampicin, the 
E. coli tend to form biofilms. This 
did not happen when they were 
exposed to high concentrations of 
antibiotic. “This is pretty danger¬ 
ous since biofilms by themselves 
are a major challenge for hospitals 
and clinicians,” says Dr Matange. 

Many genetic changes in the 
E.coli descendents were observed 
when the bacteria were exposed 
to low concentration of the anti¬ 
biotic rifampicin. In order to un¬ 
derstand the relevant genetic mu¬ 
tations that helped the bacteria 
form biofilms, the researchers en¬ 
gineered the individual mutations 
into the parent bacteria and stu¬ 
died which particular mutation 
was responsible for resistance 
against rifampicin. They found 
that biolfilm formation was me¬ 
diated by the activation of particu¬ 
lar gene called the fim operon pro¬ 


moter. Activation of the gene 
allowed the expression of a type of 
fimbriae - thread-like structures 
that help a bacterium attach itself 
to another bacterium. These are 
important in the formation of bio¬ 
films. 

Though the researchers have 
specifically studied how E. coli 
evolve resistance against rifampi¬ 
cin, the results may be extrapolat¬ 
ed to Gram-negative bacteria in 
general. This will be useful in stu¬ 
dying drug resistance in other 
Gram-negative bacteria such as 
Klebsiella and Salmonella which 
cause hazardous infections. 

However, the team is planning 
to extend this study to a host of 
other antibiotics. “Eventually, we 
aim to generate a multi-antibiotic 
low and high drug concentration 
genetic map that will point out sig¬ 
nificant genes and cellular path¬ 
ways that are responsible for the 
evolution of resistance at low and 
high drug respectively,” says Dr 
Matange. 


Southern Ocean could 
control global climate 

PTI 

Scientists have made a new discovery 
challenging the previous understanding 
of the link between the Southern Ocean 
and the atmospheric carbon dioxide le¬ 
vels. The study shows that contrary to 
existing assumptions, biological pro¬ 
cesses far out at sea are the most impor¬ 
tant factors determining how the ocean 
absorbs carbon dioxide. 

The Southern Ocean plays a critical 
role in how the carbon dioxide is taken 
out of the atmosphere, and knowing 
how it functions helps scientists under¬ 
stand this mechanism’s role during dra¬ 
matic climate transitions in the pastand 
better predict the current and future cli¬ 
mate change. The team studied data col¬ 
lected as part of the ANDREX project 
which measured various properties of 
the waters in the gyre between 2008 
and 2010. The data considered in this 
study showed unambiguously that, in 
the Weddell Gyre, the dominant process 
enabling the uptake of carbon dioxide 
from the atmosphere and its removal to 
the deep ocean included the role of phy¬ 
toplanktons. 



Repercussions: When land use changes the internal 
niche is affecte too. 

How humans 
increased wildlife 
parasites 


Presence of plantations, livestock 
significantly increases parasite 
diversity 


ASWA THI PACHA 

While we humans are 
known to destroy wildlife 
habitats and make life 
hard for animals, a new 
research has now pointed 
out that by changing the 
land use patterns and in¬ 
troducing livestock in 
their ecosystem we are in¬ 
directly increasing the pa¬ 
rasite diversity in their 
gastrointestinal system. 
However, more studies 
are needed to understand 
if this might affect their 
population decline. 

The team looked at ov¬ 
er 4,000 mammalian fae¬ 
cal samples collected 
from 19 forest fragments 
at the Anamalai Hills of 
the Western Ghats. These 
samples belonged to 23 
mammalian species in¬ 
cluding tigers, deer, por¬ 
cupines, lion-tailed ma¬ 
caques, giant squirrels 
and otters. By analysing 
the faecal samples, they 
concluded that the pre¬ 
sence of plantations and 
livestock significantly in¬ 
creased the parasite di¬ 
versity. The paper pu¬ 
blished in Scientific 
Reports says that this 
could be due to spillover 
from the livestock and 
humans. 

“By looking at the Natu¬ 
ral History Museum para¬ 
site database, we noted 
that many of the parasites 
are known to infect hu¬ 
mans. However, this 
doesn't necessarily mean 
that the people currently 
living in Anamalai Hills 
are currently infected,” 
explains Dr. Debapriyo 
Chakraborty, an indepen¬ 
dent disease ecologist and 
first author of the paper. 

One Health approach 

“We need to under¬ 
stand that these parasites 
can cause a broad range 
of infectious diseases and 
it is important to study 
the host-parasite interac¬ 
tions at a community le¬ 
vel. Also, one host can 
have multiple parasites 
and vice versa,” says Dr. 
Chakraborty. “Before any 
new interventions like 
land use changes or habi¬ 
tat modifications are be¬ 


ing carried out complex 
health consequences of 
these large-scale human 
activities should be kept 
in mind.” 

He adds that the One 
Heath approach needs to 
be used as parasites, their 
animal hosts and humans 
are a complex system 
which needs to be studied 
together. 

Human settlements 

Also, some studies have 
shown that wildlife tends 
to congregate near hu¬ 
man settlements. Herbi¬ 
vores such as deer may 
find the human settle¬ 
ments as a source of regu¬ 
lar food and also as a safe 
zone where carnivores 
don't enter. This could al¬ 
so be a reason for patho¬ 
gen spillover from lives¬ 
tock to wildlife. The group 
had shown previously 
that high parasite preva¬ 
lence was one of the rea¬ 
sons for the decline of en¬ 
dangered lion-tailed 
macaque populations in 
small and degraded forest 
fragments in the Western 
Ghats. 

“When the land use 
changes - coffee planta¬ 
tion to tea plantation or 
when degraded forests 
are converted to a coffee 
estate - the internal niche 
is affected. Many epidem¬ 
ic diseases including the 
Ebola virus started find¬ 
ing humans as a better 
new host when their natu¬ 
ral habitats were disrupt¬ 
ed. Similarly unknown 
diseases could occur as a 
result of this anthropo¬ 
genic land use changes,” 
explains Dr. Govindhas- 
wamy Umapathy at the 
Laboratory for the Con¬ 
servation of Endangered 
Species, Centre for Cellu¬ 
lar & Molecular Biology 
(CSIR-CCMB), Hyderabad. 
He is the corresponding 
author of the work. 

“By changing the exist¬ 
ing landscape we are not 
just affecting the wildlife 
but also taking a toll on 
the weather and rainfall 
patterns. The identified 
eco-sensitive zones must 
be conserved for the well¬ 
ness of all,” adds Dr. Uma¬ 
pathy. 


Cholera bacteria have become highly drug-resistant 

The bacteria have become resistant to all commonly used antibiotics. The highest resistance was against sulfamethaxozole 


Fingerprint 
of Earth’s 
atmosphere 



Grave situation: Vibrio cholerae pathogen isolated from 
patients is resistant to multiple drugs 


R. PR ASAD 

A study of 443 clinical isolates 
of cholera-causing bacterium 
(Vibrio cholerae) isolated 
from the faecal sample of 
diarrohea patients from two 
sites - Kolkata and Delhi - re¬ 
veals how extensively the bac¬ 
teria have developed resis¬ 
tance against most routinely 
used antibiotics. 

Using 22 antibiotics belong¬ 
ing to nine different classes, a 
team led by Bhabatosh Das 
from the Centre for Human 
Microbial Ecology at the Tran¬ 
slational Health Science and 
Technology Institute (THSTI) 
found that 99% (438) of the 
isolates have developed resis¬ 
tance to more than two anti¬ 
biotics, over 17% (76) to more 
than 10 antibiotics and 7.5% 
(33) to more than 14 antibiot¬ 
ics. The results were pu¬ 
blished in the journal Pro¬ 



ceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences (PNAS). 

The highest resistance 
(99.8%) was seen against the 
antibiotic sulfamethaxozole, 
whereas resistance to neomy¬ 
cin was the least, with only 
4% showing resistance. 

Isolates collected from Kol¬ 
kata showed relatively less re¬ 
sistance than isolates collect¬ 
ed from Delhi. This might 
probably because the Kolkata 
isolates were collected bet¬ 
ween 2008 and 2013, while 
the Delhi samples were col¬ 
lected during 2014-2015. 

The team sequenced the 
whole genome of the bacteria 
isolated during 1980, 2000s, 
2014 and 2015. “In 1980, few¬ 
er antibiotics were used and 
resistance was minimal. With 
increasing usage of different 
antibiotics, the resistance 
against them has also in¬ 
creased. By 2014-2015 the 



bacteria have become exten¬ 
sively drug resistant (XDR) to 
all commonly used antibiot¬ 
ics,” says Dr. Das. 

The team then studied if 
the resistant genes are still 
functional and found that all 
antibiotic genes that have 
been identified so far are in¬ 
deed functional. 



To check if the genes are 
functional, the team tested 
the susceptibility of E. coli to 
different antibiotics and then 
transferred the resistant gene 
to the E. coli. “We found that 
E. coli which was earlier sus¬ 
ceptible to a particular anti¬ 
biotic became resistant after 
the gene was transferred,” 



says Jyoti Verma from THSTI 
and the first author of the 
paper. 

Secreation of proteins 

Next the researchers studied 
whether the proteins respon¬ 
sible for antibiotic resistance 
get synthesised in the pre¬ 
sence and absence of antibiot¬ 
ics. The scientists found that 
even in the absence of the an¬ 
tibiotics in the culture envi¬ 
ronment, the proteins get ex¬ 
pressed. 

“That was really surpris¬ 
ing,” says Dr. Das. “The ex¬ 
pression of the antibiotic re¬ 
sistance proteins even in the 
absence of the antibiotic sug¬ 
gests that it may contribute to 
other cellular metabolic 
processes.” 

“We found that a single iso¬ 
late has multiple resistant 
genes from the same class 
that can neutralise the effect 



of different antibiotics. So 
even if we introduce a new 
generation of antibiotic, the 
bacteria will most probably 
be able to neutralise it,” he 
says. 

The resistant genes are ge¬ 
netically linked to different 
mobile genetic elements, 
which mean that resistance 
can spread very easily and 
quickly to other bacterial spe¬ 
cies through horizontal gene 
transfer. 

Among more than 206 se- 
rogroups of V. cholerae, only 
two serogroups are pathogen¬ 
ic cholera-causing bacteria. 
They are generally not found 
in the environment but only 
in animal reservoirs such as 
water birds and crustaceans. 

The mechanism 

So how do the bacteria deve¬ 
lop resistance to antibiotics if 
not naturally present in the 


environment at all times? 
“The toxigenic V. cholerae are 
detected in the gut of even 
healthy individuals. But they 
do not manifest the disease 
cholera as other bacteria pre¬ 
sent in the gut repress the ex¬ 
pression of the toxigenic 
genes,” Dr. Das says. 

Dr. G. Balakrish Nair from 
the Rajiv Gandhi Centre for 
Biotechnology, Thiruvanan- 
thapuram adds: “The V. chol¬ 
erae are naturally competent 
to uptake DNA from the envi¬ 
ronment. So in the gut when 
the bacteria that have a resis¬ 
tant gene die the DNA gets re¬ 
leased and are taken up by 
the V. cholerae.” 

In a study published this 
year, a team led by Dr. Das de¬ 
monstrated that when DNA is 
added in the growth medium, 
the V. cholerae bacteria tend 
to take up the resistant gene 
and become resistant in turn. 


PTI 

Astronomers at Cana¬ 
da’s McGill University 
have made a “finger¬ 
print” for the Earth, 
which could be used to 
identify a potentially 
life sustaining planet 
beyond the solar sys¬ 
tem. Using observa¬ 
tions of the Earth’s at¬ 
mosphere taken by the 
SCISAT satellite, re¬ 
searchers have con¬ 
structed a transit spec¬ 
trum of Earth - a detail 
on the fingerprint-like 
unique composition of 
our planet’s atmosph¬ 
ere. 

The findings can 
help in determining 
‘biosignatures’ that as¬ 
tronomers need to 
look out for in order to 
find Earth-like planets 
outside solar system. 


• • 
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Moon is a 
romance 

R.D. S INGH 

A s Chandrayaan -2 
prepares to land 
on the moon, I am 
taken back nearly 60 
years when our grand¬ 
ma at Pilimandori village 
in Haryana used to sing 
us a lullaby: Chandama- 
ma door ke/ pue pakaye 
poor ke/ aap khaye thali 
mein/ munne lco de pyali 
mein/ pyali gayi toot 
munna gaya rooth. 

It was a simple, idyllic 
life, and the moon and 
stars played a stellar role 
as we played at night. 

Kabaddi matches 
would be held on moon¬ 
lit nights. We would pre¬ 
pare the ground on soft 
sand and select our 
teams from the mohal- 
las. 

This was also the time 
to enjoy wrestling by 
night, with the shining 
moon being our main 
source of light. 

As a child, I often 
slept in our fields at 
night, to guard the crops 
from stray animals. With 
my cot in the centre of a 
swaying wheat or bajra 
crop and an irrigation 
water channel running 
by, it used to be heavenly 
with the cool breeze and 
hot milk. 

Our grandma had told 
us a number of mytho¬ 
logical stories about the 
sky and the solar system. 
“Dadi, what is that dark 
figure on the moon?” 
“It’s a grandma spinning 
charkha,” she would say. 

I would ask my broth¬ 
er about the galaxy and 
the pole star. While he 
used to explain to me 
the method to spot the 
pole star, I would sud¬ 
denly notice a shooting 
star and shriek with joy. 

In the Army, in our 
younger days, when 
there was no GPS or cell¬ 
phone, navigation by 
stars and the moon used 
to be taught to us. Dur¬ 
ing the exercise Brass 
Tacks in 1987, one night 
we covered over 70 km 
using just our compass 
and the sky, and we hit 
the target spot on. 

During winters in 
Leh, the temperature 
reaches minus-20 to -30 
degrees Celsius. Still, I 
would go out of my room 
and walk through the 
snow, just to see the 
moon. 


ripu_d2003@yahoo.co.in 


The shining light of a 

TOOTHBRUSH 


For a little boy in a remote village on the border, it became a symbol of empowerment 


K. THAMMAYYA UDUPA 

Aaditya, my son, was in 
primary school, we would have a 
big discussion every time he was 
invited to a birthday party. What gift to 

I would start by asking, “Why not gift 
her a toothbrush?” Aaditya would convey 
in all possible ways that he was shocked. 
He would beseech me to become serious 
and suggest something useful. 

Experience had taught me that 
no suggestion from my side 
was welcome. He 
would have someth¬ 
ing in his mind and 
was merely ex¬ 
pecting it to 
come out of my 
mouth. For 
him, the pur¬ 
pose of the gift 
was clear. It 
was something 
which he could 
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play with or use whenever he visited that 
friend. It was not his concern if the gift was 
of any use to the recipient. 

Years later, as an adult, he asked me one 
day, “Appa, why did you always suggest a 
toothbrush for a birthday gift?” 

“Because a toothbrush was a symbol of 
empowerment and success for a child ma¬ 
ny years ago,” I replied. 

In one of the isolated forward areas that 
I had the opportunity to serve, there was 
nothing other than a cluster of 15 to 20 
huts with 10 to 12 children. It was hearten¬ 
ing to see that though most of the parents 
were barely literate, every child of school¬ 
going age was enrolled in a government 
school almost 5 km away. During my inte¬ 
raction with the elders, on learning about 
the difficulties faced by the schoolchildren 
in studies, I offered to help. 

Most regular among the children who 
then started attending the “captain’s class¬ 
es”, as they started calling it (I was then a 
Captain), was 10-year-old Robin. He was 
the most gifted of the lot. 

Honestly, other than correct his English, 
I did not have to teach him much. His 
grades in school were satisfactory. All that I 
had to do was give him a boost of confi¬ 
dence and he began to sparkle. Soon, I 
started using him as a teacher for the youn¬ 
ger children. This helped him blossom 
further and allowed the young ones to assi¬ 
milate their lessons in their mother 
tongue. 

A luxury 

Robin had a disarming smile. He was never 
conscious of his stained teeth. When I 
commented on his dental hygiene, he be¬ 
came serious. 

That is when I learnt that what we took 


for granted was then a luxury in those 
parts. I bought a toothbrush, toothpaste 
and a tongue cleaner for him. He was over¬ 
joyed. 

He told me that he had seen them being 
used by someone in a nearby village and 
had always longed for these. On his re¬ 
quest, I had to give him a demonstration 
on their use. I stressed on him the impor¬ 
tance of oral hygiene. To say that he was 
thereafter imbued with new-found confi¬ 
dence would be an understatement. 

One day, he confided in me in all se¬ 
riousness and innocence, “Some day, I will 
go out from here and study in a big college. 
I want to bring prosperity to my village. Af¬ 
ter all, I am lucky to get an education. After 
all, I am lucky to be brushing my teeth.” 
That is when I realised how much the 
toothbrush meant for him. 

Till the time I moved out from there, I 
would guide him on the path to follow to 
fulfil his dreams. 

Then, I would receive letters from Robin 
every few months. It was easy to discern 
that he was making good scholastic 
progress. 

One day, a few years later, when I was 
posted in Delhi, a strapping young lad 
walked into my office. Robin it was, the 
toothy smile gave him away, though he was 
quite tall and muscular now. He had got ad¬ 
mission in one of the top colleges of the 
country, located in Delhi. 

We talked about his younger days and 
about the “captain’s classes”. I teased him 
about the toothbrush. Suddenly, he be¬ 
came emotional. He said, “Uncle, for me it 
was no laughing matter. For me, the tooth¬ 
brush was empowerment.” 


ktudupa@gmail.com 


In search of lost time 


MADA N MOHAN MATHUR 

I am full of nostalgia for 
the homeland I lost 72 
years ago to Partition. An 
entry in my grandfather’s 
old diary, in Urdu with black 
ink, says I was born 88 years 
ago in an old house on Mo¬ 
han Lai Road in Lahore 
when the clock struck 7 on a 
September evening in 1931. 

The old magnificent clock 
on the second floor was a liv¬ 
ing presence in the house¬ 
hold, its loud, melodious 
chiming regulating the lives 
of members of the joint fa¬ 
mily. My grandfather care¬ 
fully cleaned the clock and 
lovingly wound it up at 8 ev¬ 
ery Sunday morning. 

I used to feel particularly 
thrilled when at noon, the 
clock chimed 12. It was the 
signal to abandon play and 
rush for the midday meal. 
During summers, when eve¬ 
rybody rests indoors in the 
afternoons, it appeared as if 
the clock was also taking a 
siesta, reluctantly striking 
only once every half hour. 
Then, towards the evening, 
it awoke from slumber and 
its chiming became quicker 
and louder as the household 
resumed normal activities. 

Slowly and steadily, days 
passed into months and 
years, and as I grew up 


through the joys of boyhood 
and pangs of adolescence, 
the clock remained my guar¬ 
dian angel. Its slow and stea¬ 
dy tick-tock was a reassuring 
and comforting presence. 

This peaceful rhythm of 
life did not, however, last ve¬ 
ry long. By the summer of 
1946, the country was going 
through the pangs of politi¬ 
cal upheaval, leading to Par¬ 
tition which shattered our 
whole life. As with thou¬ 
sands of other families in 
Punjab, we had to abandon 
Lahore overnight, leaving 
everything behind, even the 
clock. 

Seven long decades have 
since gone by, and we seem 
to be different people living 
in a different world. But in 
the race towards material 
progress, we seem to have 
lost the mysterious joy of lis¬ 
tening to the quiet sound of 
passing time, tick-tock, tick- 
tock, ding-dong, ding-dong, 
day after day. 

I am reminded of Benja¬ 
min Franklin’s famous 
words: “Lost time is never 
found again.” But helplessly, 
my sluggish memory often 
crawls back to that old 
house in Lahore, and I won¬ 
der if the clock is still there 
on the wall. 


madanmathur@gmail.com 


Being on alert against fake news 


When it comes to evaluating information on social media, even the educated are easily duped 


A. AM ALRAJ 

T he Internet gives access 
to a vast trove of data, 
both necessary and un¬ 
necessary. A surfer gets infor¬ 
mation posted by anony¬ 
mous people who, 
uninhibited by the fear of 
law, post anything and es¬ 
cape the consequences. 

As Web pages are suscepti¬ 
ble to accidental or deliber¬ 
ate alteration, there is little 
possibility of finding if the in¬ 
formation is valid, doctored, 
morphed or just a figment of 
the imagination of the hid¬ 
den author. 

Free services that allow 
encrypted messages, which 
are easy to access and for¬ 
ward, are the order of the 
day. Not a day passes without 
some text, photo or video, of¬ 
ten modified to suit the taste 
of the creator, landing on our 
mobile phones. This un¬ 
checked way of information¬ 
sharing often tends to create 
scandals of mind-boggling 
proportions. Luckily, most of 
these scandals have a short 
shelf life. The importance of 
the message withersO away 
when new information takes 
its place in quick succession. 
Fake news is now a mount¬ 


ing problem as fraudsters 
and anti-social elements use 
social media platforms to tar¬ 
get people. Factual news is 
increasingly getting buried in 
an avalanche of incorrect in¬ 
formation with potential to 
create rifts between com¬ 
munities, castes and reli¬ 
gions. An incident of little 
significance taking place in 
an isolated area can easily be 
showcased as sensational 
news. 

Fact checking 

Testing the accuracy of the 
received information is a 
hard task. Factual informa¬ 
tion should reveal details of 
the author and those respon¬ 
sible for the truthfulness of 
the content. These should be 
available for verification by 
independent questioning. 
The credibility of informa¬ 
tion depends on evidence. 
When there is insufficient 
material to verify the legiti¬ 
macy of information, doubts 
arise about its veracity. The 
origin and the time of deliv¬ 
ery of information received 
in cyberspace cannot be as¬ 
certained easily to make 
proper conclusions. 

Combating the informa¬ 
tion overflow is a daunting 


task for ordinary citizens. 
What and what not to trust 
are never-ending questions 
that defy easy answers. 
Faced with a shower of infor¬ 
mation, the audience at best, 
ignores it and at worst, be¬ 
lieves it all. 

Safeguarding information 
from falling into the wrong 
hands is becoming increas¬ 
ingly difficult, making it sus¬ 
ceptible to modifications. 
When it comes to evaluating 
information on social media 
channels, even the educated 
are easily duped. 

Our education system 
should be attuned to pre¬ 
venting young minds from 


ILLUSTRATION: SATWIK GADE 

falling prey to this deluge. 
Regular practice of reading, 
analysing and evaluating in¬ 
formation may be the best 
defence against sinking into 
misinformation bogs. It is 
not unusual to see young 
minds taking extreme deci¬ 
sions and falling prey to the 
social media circus. 

Students in schools and 
colleges should be given reg¬ 
ular opportunities to think 
about, and evaluate, infor¬ 
mation harvested from a va¬ 
riety of sources, to learn to 
recognise their own vulnera¬ 
bilities to disinformation, 
and to look beyond sources 
that reinforce their beliefs. 


Unlike in the case of con¬ 
ventional crimes, the crimi¬ 
nal characteristics of those 
who use communication 
tools to spread false news are 
not readily definable. The 
creators and victims of false 
news could be from any stra¬ 
ta of society. Agonising for a 
prolonged period of time ov¬ 
er doctored news and images 
will take one nowhere, ex¬ 
cept succeeding in the auth¬ 
or’s intention of causing 
harm. 

The personal information 
available in different social 
media and Web platforms 
are a treasure trove waiting 
to be harvested for nefarious 
activities. Children get a rap 
for sharing too much infor¬ 
mation online, but adults are 
no better when it comes to 
online privacy. When in 
doubt, share less. 

Persons and groups auth¬ 
oring malicious news are not 
restricted by State or nation¬ 
al boundaries. The culprit, 
concealing his identity, may 
live in any part of the planet. 
This makes combating the in¬ 
formation deluge a challeng¬ 
ing task, both for the police 
and the public. 


amalraj8575@yahoo.co.in 
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Birds of the same feather, and a flutter from the past 

When birding runs in the family, watching winged beauties is not just a pastime 



ILLUSTRATION: SREEJITH R. KUMAR 


VIJAY A BHARAT 

“Patti, did you see any bird?” 
shouted my seven-year-old 
grandson, Tanuj, as I re¬ 
turned from a morning walk 
in the Law Garden in Ahme- 
dabad. “Yes, I saw wood¬ 
peckers. They were shriek¬ 
ing loudly and spiralled up a 
tree trunk.” 

Tanuj persisted: “What 
sort of woodpeckers were 
they?” I mentioned a few fea¬ 
tures that I had noticed. 
“Their back was of a golden 
colour, they had a red crest, 
black and white stripes on 
their head.” 

Tanuj ran to get his moth¬ 
er’s Salim Ali book. He swift¬ 
ly turned to the colour 
plates, and announced that 
what I saw was a golden- 
backed woodpecker. 

He needed more informa¬ 
tion to know if it was a com¬ 
mon, lesser or greater gol¬ 
den-backed woodpecker. 
Unable to describe further, I 
showed him the pictures that 


I had taken with my smart¬ 
phone. Since the middle 
white stripe had gone all the 
way to the bird’s belly, he 
concluded that it was the 
lesser golden-backed 
woodpecker. 

Tanuj wanted to help me 
identify the other two as 
well. He drew side profiles of 
the head and neck of three 
woodpeckers, asking me to 
focus only on those parts. He 
put a red crest in all of them, 
but the head and neck dif¬ 
fered in the three profiles - 
four alternate bands of black 
and white in the common 
golden-backed, three bands 
in the lesser golden-backed 
and a long central white 
band and three short bands 
in the greater golden-backed 
that stopped at the shoulder. 

Tanuj asked me to keep 
the drawing for quick refe¬ 
rence. Another day while sit¬ 
ting in the balcony in my 
fourth floor apartment in 
Jamshedpur, four small birds 
alighted on the branches of a 


jamun tree. I had not seen 
them before. I took a photo 
with my mobile and send it 
by WhatsApp to a former 
classmate in Kerala. I came 
to know him through an 
alumni WhatsApp group, 
and was pleased to know 
that Sam is a passionate bird 
photographer and his wife a 
birdwatcher. He replied im¬ 
mediately, “Blyth’s starling”, 
and complimented my pho¬ 
tograph for its clarity. I have 


an advantage as the balcony 
is at the same level of the tree 
tops. 

After my retirement last 
year, I set off to fulfil the first 
item in my bucket list - visit 
Thattekadu, a bird sanctuary 
in Ernakulam district of Ker¬ 
ala. Armed with binoculars, 
a camera and a bird book, I 
was among eight other bir¬ 
ders from North India. The 
home stay was comfortable, 
guides were knowledgeable 


and we saw many birds at 
close quarters from the 
“hides” and at feeding 
points. Birds on treetops and 
among thick bushes hopped 
out in response to bird 
sounds played from blue¬ 
tooth speakers. 

We walked through dense 
forests and saw owls sweep¬ 
ing down at mice kept on 
platforms. The serious bir¬ 
ders had big cameras, two to 
three feet long, mounted on 
tripods. They were profes¬ 
sionals and businessmen 
who systematically covered 
all the birding locations in In¬ 
dia by devoting a week once 
in two months. 

Eldhose, owner of the 
homestay, asked me with re¬ 
verence about my uncle, 
K.K. Neelakantan - Induc- 
hoodan for him and Neela- 
mani chithappa for me. I re¬ 
member my uncle discussing 
literature with my grandfath¬ 
er, an English professor, and 
birds with my father, a Con¬ 
servator of Forests. Chithap¬ 


pa could wear the hats of a 
professor and a birdwatcher 
with equal felicity. I had seen 
his drawings with details of 
bird beaks and legs and met¬ 
iculous notes on bird habits. 
Usually a person of few 
words, he once came home 
with great excitement to 
share owl hoots that he had 
recorded by hiding in the 
bushes a whole night. If that 
was my exposure to birding 
in the 1960s, now from social 
media, I learn about my un¬ 
cle’s great contribution to or¬ 
nithology in Kerala. 

A sense of regret looms 
large of the missed oppor¬ 
tunities to interact more with 
the remarkable person. Per¬ 
haps I was naive and bird¬ 
watching was arduous. Now 
as I do armchair birdwatch¬ 
ing in my ancestral house, 
my grandson’s quick guide is 
tucked in the book Birds of 
Kerala dedicated to his great 
granduncle. 


vijayacardio@gmail. com 
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Vihari rallies with lower-order to drive India 


His determined hundred, along with Ishant’s half-century, helps the visitors cross the 400-mark 



Memorable first: Hanuma Vihari was a picture of poise in notching up his maiden Test century. ■ ap 


INDIA in wi 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

KINGSTON 

Hanuma Vihari scored his 
maiden century while Ishant 
Sharma struck his career’s 
first fifty as India was bowled 
out for 416 in its first innings 
at tea on the second day of 
the second cricket Test 
against the West Indies here 
on Saturday. 

Vihari made a career-best 
111 off 225 balls with the help 
of 16 boundaries to hold In¬ 
dia’s innings together. 

Together with Ishant (57 
off 80 balls), Vihari shared 112 
runs off 28.3 overs for the 
eighth wicket to take India to 
the commanding position. 

Rock-solid 

While Vihari looked rock-so¬ 
lid, Ishant gave him the per¬ 
fect support from the other 
end as the duo frustrated the 
West Indian bowlers for a 
long time. The hosts needed 
140.1 overs to bowl out the 
visitors. 

Resuming at the overnight 
score of 264 for five, India 
lost Rishabh Pant (27) off the 
opening delivery of the day. 

Pant was cleaned up by 
West Indies skipper Jason 


Holder (four for 62) with an 
inswinger as the batsman 
leaned for a drive. 

Thereafter, overnight bat¬ 
sman Vihari and new man in 
Ravindra Jadeja played ac¬ 


cording to the situation to 
nullify any threat from the 
West Indies bowlers. 

Jadeja played a patient 
knock of 16 off 69 before he 
top-edged Rahkeem 


Cornwall. 

An over later, Vihari got a 
big reprieve when he was 
dropped by John Campbell 
off Cornwall at first slip. 

Vihari reached his maiden 


Test ton in 200 balls with the 
help of a single off Roach. 

Ishant was not to be left 
behind as he followed his se¬ 
nior batsman by reaching his 
maiden Test half-century. 


SCOREBOARD 


INDIA-1ST INNINGS 

(overnight: 264 for five; 

Vihari 42 batting, 

Pant 27 batting) 

K.L. Rahul c Cornwall b 
Holder 13 (26b, 2x4), Mayank 
Agarwal c Cornwall b Holder 55 
(127b, 7x4), Cheteshwar Pujara 
c Brooks b Cornwall 6 (25b), 
Virat Kohli c Hamilton b Holder 
76 (163b, 10x4), Ajinkya Ra- 
hane c Hamilton b Roach 24 
(55b, 4x4), Hanuma Vihari c 
Roach b Holder 111 (225b, 
16x4), Rishabh Pant b Holder 
27 (65b, 2x4, 1x6), Ravindra 
Jadeja c Bravo b Cornwall 16 
(69b, 3x4), Ishant Sharma c 
Hetmyer b Brathwaite 57 (80b, 
7x4), Mohammed Shami c 
Hamilton b Cornwall 0 (2b), 
Jasprit Bumrah (not out) 0 
(4b)-, Extras (b-11, lb-19, w-1): 
31; Total (in 140.1 overs, at 
tea): 416. 

FALL OF WICKETS 
1-32 (Rahul, 6.5 overs), 2- 
46 (Pujara, 16.5), 3-115 (May¬ 
ank, 40.5), 4-164 (Rahane, 
59.5), 5-202 (Kohli, 72.1), 6- 
264 (Pant, 90.1), 7-302 

(Jadeja, 110.1), 8-414 (Ishant, 
138.4), 9-416 (Shami, 139.2). 
WEST INDIES BOWLING 
Roach 30-9-77-1, Gabriel 
21-4-74-0, Holder 32.1-9-77-5, 
Cornwall 41-10-105-3, Chase 

14-4-45-0, Brathwaite 2-0- 
8 - 1 . 


‘Feels good to get Pujara 
as my first Test wicket’ 


IANS 

KINGSTON 

West Indies all-rounder Rah¬ 
keem Cornwall is happy that 
his first Test wicket was Che¬ 
teshwar Pujara on Day 1 of 
the second and final Test 
here on Friday. 

Cornwall, who at 140 kg 
became the heaviest cricke¬ 
ter to play international 
cricket, returned one for 69 
from his 27 overs. 

“Good feeling to get him 
(Pujara) as my first Test 
wicket. It was nothing new 
to me but it was a good feel¬ 


ing,” Cornwall told the 
media. 

“I think the ball came on 
really nice in the beginning. 
I have to work hard and put 
the ball into the right areas,” 
he said. 

Cornwall also took a cou¬ 
ple of catches in the slips to 
remove India openers 
Mayank Agarwal and K.L. 
Rahul off skipper Jason Hol¬ 
der. 

“Our seamers bowled 
well and when I was asked 
to bowl, I had to do the 
same,” he said. 


‘Didn’t expect Dhoni to 
be picked for SA series’ 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Former India captain Sou- 
rav Ganguly didn’t expect 
M.S. Dhoni to be “picked” 
for the upcoming T20Is 
against South Africa and 
said the team management 
is absolutely right in persist¬ 
ing with young Rishabh 
Pant. 

“No, I didn’t expect him 
to be picked for this series 
(against South Africa),” Gan¬ 
guly replied when asked if 


he was surprised with Dho- 
ni’s omission even though 
the official reason is his “un¬ 
availability, said Ganguly. 

“You could make out 
from West Indies (T20) se¬ 
ries, that they (team man¬ 
agement) wanted to give 
Rishabh a chance. They 
want to pursue with him, 
which is rightly so. Because 
when MS came in young, he 
was also persisted with,” 
said Dhoni’s first interna¬ 
tional captain. 


Lomror, Avesh keep Red in hunt 


Ishan powers India-A to 2-0 lead 


DULEEP TROPHY 


SHRE EDUTTA CHIDANANDA 

BENGALURU 

A defiant 126 (272b, 14x4, 
3x6) from Mahipal Lomror 
and some spectacular late 
hitting by Avesh Khan frus¬ 
trated India Green as it 
pushed for the first-innings 
lead over India Red on the 
third day of their Duleep 
Trophy clash here. 

At stumps at the Alur 
grounds on Saturday, Red 
was 404 for nine, 36 behind 
Green’s total. Three points 
from this fixture, which is al¬ 
most certain to end in a 
draw on the fourth day, 
would guarantee Green a 
spot in the final against Red. 

When the ninth Red wick¬ 
et fell for 368, the end of the 
innings seemed near. But 
Avesh had other plans. The 
Madhya Pradesh fast bowler 
clubbed five mammoth sixes 
off Dharmendrasinh Jadeja, 
including four off one over. 
Two balls landed outside the 
compound and were lost. 

Avesh was on 31 off eight 
balls at one point; a measure 
of calm returned to his bat¬ 
ting thereafter and he 


Mahipal Lomror. 

■SHREEDUTTA CHIDANANDA 

walked back unbeaten on 34 
(18b). The last-wicket pair of 
Avesh and Sandeep Warrier 
walked back, having added 
36 runs (33b). 

Drab batting 

In the morning, the runs 
slowed to a crawl, India Red 
pottering along at two an ov¬ 
er during the first hour of 
play. Karun Nair looked ill- 
at-ease against Rahul Cha- 
har, who sent down 24 balls 
to him for only three runs. 
Karun was stuck on 89 for 12 
balls until he finally added a 
run. But he fell for 90, drag¬ 
ging Ankit Rajpoot onto the 
stumps. He had been dismis¬ 
sed for 99 in the first innings 
of the previous game. 


Lomror stood firm even 
as his partners departed. 
The 19-year-old from Rajas¬ 
than looked composed at 
the crease, having shelved 
his naturally attacking style 
for the day. “I’m prepared 
for every situation; I was just 
trying to play according to 
the demands of the team, 
the match and the pitch,” he 
said. Last season was the 
young left-hander’s best in 
the Ranji Trophy (708 runs). 

Unadkat batted sensibly 
with Lomror, as the pair ad¬ 
ded 66 runs for the seventh 
wicket. Red looked on 
course to claim the first-in¬ 
nings lead at that stage until 
Jadeja broke through. Lom¬ 
ror played down the wrong 
line to a delivery from the 
left-armer and was caught at 
slip. Unadkat went minutes 
later, caught at gully off the 
same bowler. Red lost three 
wickets for five runs, and 
Green looked set for the 
lead. And Avesh walked in. 

The scores: India Green 440 vs 
India Red 404 for nine in 135 ov¬ 
ers (Mahipal Lomror 126, Pri- 
yank Panchal 31, Karun Nair 90, 
K.S. Bharat 38, J. Unadkat 30, 
Avesh Khan 34 batting, Dhar¬ 
mendrasinh Jadeja four for 125). 


Linde’s late flourish gives South Africa-A a competitive total 



All-out hitting: Ishan Kishan tore the South Africa-A attack 
apart during his half-century. ■ 


SA-A IN INDIA 


M.R. PRAVEEN CHANDRAN 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

The visiting South Africa-A 
still hasn’t found a way to 
rein in the left-handed bat¬ 
smen from the opposition. 

For the second time in the 
series, the South Africans 
were tormented by a south¬ 
paw as Ishan Kishan’s bril¬ 
liant innings of 55 runs 
dashed the visitors’ hopes 
for a win in the second unof¬ 
ficial one-dayer at the Sports 
Hub on Saturday. 

Sharp showers in the 
morning and damp outfield 
had reduced the contest to a 
21-over affair. 

Chasing 163 for a win, In¬ 
dia stuttered to a two-wicket 
win with an over to spare 
and went 2-0 up in the five- 
match series. 

Spot of bother 

Ishan walked in when his 
side was in a spot of bother 
at 57 for three in the ninth 
over. The diminutive bat¬ 
sman was on song from the 
moment he clubbed left-arm 


spinner George Linde over 
long-on for a massive six. 

Ishan didn’t have to inno¬ 
vate as the predictable line of 
attack from South Africa-A 
bowlers gave his enough 
scoring opportunities. A 
couple of swept fours by Ish¬ 


an off Fountin and an 18-run 
over from a wayward Junior 
Dala eased the pressure. 

Captain Manish Pandey 
only had to rotate the strike 
as Ishan tore the attack to 
shreds. The fourth-wicket 
stand between Ishan and 


Manish added 58 runs which 
brought the target within 
reach. 

Mid-innings slump 

However, both Manish and 
Ishan perished while trying 
to play the big shots. India-A 
suffered a mid-innings slump 
when it lost three wickets for 
four runs but Krunal Panday 
remained unbeaten with 23 
to guide the team home. 

Earlier, put in to bat, the 
South African innings mean¬ 
dered along until it was given 
a late impetus by George 
Linde, who biffed a 25-ball, 
unbeaten 52 to take his side 
to a competitive total. 

The highlight of Linde’s 
knock was the towering five 
sixes he hit. Linde and Klaa- 
sen (31) added 52 for the fifth 
wicket and South African-A 
amassed 72 runs in the last 
six overs to finish strongly. 
However, the total proved to 
be inadequate in the end. 

The scores (match reduced to 
21 overs): 

South Africa-A: Janneman Ma- 
lan run out 6, Reeza Hendricks c 
Gill b Khaleel Ahmed 1, Temba 
Bavuma c Gaikwad b Chahal40, 


Khaya Zondo b Axar 34, Hein¬ 
rich Klaasen b Chahar 31, Ge¬ 
orge Linde (not out) 52, Marco 
Jansen (not out) 5; Extras (w-1, 
nb-2): 3. Total (for five wkts. in 
21 overs): 152 

Fall of wickets: 1-7, 2-15,3-63, 

4-75, 5-127. 

India-A bowling: Deepak Cha¬ 
har 4-0-30-1, Khaleel Ahmed 
4-0-38-1, ShardulThakur 4-0- 
33-0, Yuzvendra Chahal 3-0- 
22-1, Axar Patel 3-0-19-1, Kru¬ 
nal Pandya 3-0-22-0. 

India-A: Ruturaj Gaikwad c Ma- 
lan b Beuran Hendricks 1, Shub- 
man Gill c Reeza Hendricks b 
Fortuin 21, Anmolpreet Singh c 
Dala b George Linde 30, Manish 
Pandey c Reeza Hendricks b 
Marco Jansen 13, Ishan Kishan c 
Malan b Nortje 55, Krunal Pan¬ 
dey (not out) 23, Axar Patel c 
Malan b Junior Dala, Deepak 
Chahar c Klaasen b Junior Dala 
0, Shardul Thakur run out 2, 
Yuzvendra Chahal not out 1; Ex¬ 
tras (b-2, lb-1, w-2, nb-2): 7; To¬ 
tal (for eight wkts. in 20 overs): 
163. 

Fall of wickets: 1-2, 2-52, 3-57, 
4-115,5-131,6-157,7-157,8-161. 
South Africa-A bowling: Bjorn 
Fortuin 4-0-27-1, Beuran Hen¬ 
dricks 3-0-20-1, Anrich Nortje 
4-0-40-1, George Linde 3-0- 
21-1, Junior Dala 3-0-25-2, Mar¬ 
co Jansen 3-0-27-1. 



Djokovic rolls on, Nishikori crashes out 

Serena crushes 44th-ranked Czech Karolina Muchova in 74 minutes 



Powering through: Alex de Minaur, on his deepest Grand Slam run, beat Kei Nishikori for his 
first victory over a top-10 player in 12 tries. ■ ap 


us OPEN 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

NEW YORK 

Top-ranked defending cham¬ 
pion Novak Djokovic rolled 
into the US Open fourth 
round on Friday while Sere¬ 
na Williams cruised into the 
last 16 and Kei Nishikori was 
eliminated. 

Djokovic, champion in 
four of the past five Slams 
and 16 overall, was less both¬ 
ered by left shoulder pain 
that nagged him in the se¬ 
cond round in defeating 
lllth-ranked American Denis 
Kudla 6-3, 6-4, 6-2. 

“That I managed to play 
almost pain-free, that's a big 
improvement from last 
match obviously,” Djokovic 
said. “I didn't know how my 
body would react. That was 
nice.” 

Djokovic, who needed 
treatment throughout his se¬ 
cond-round triumph, 
skipped practice Thursday in 
favor of shoulder treatment. 
The 32-year-old Serbian, a 
three-time US Open winner, 
booked a Sunday showdown 
with three-time Slam winner 
Stan Wawrinka, the Swiss 
23rd seed who eliminated 
Italian lucky loser Paolo Lo- 
renzi 6-4, 7-6(9), 7-6(4). 

“There's something with 
him that when I get into my 
best game, I know that it's 
going to have some big rallies 



and I'm going to play good 
tennis,” Wawrinka said. 

De Minaur causes upset 

Williams continued her 
quest for a 24th career 
Grand Slam title to equal 
Margaret Court's all-time re¬ 
cord by crushing 44th- 
ranked Czech Karolina Mu¬ 
chova 6-3, 6-2 in 74 minutes. 

“I had a lot of intensity to¬ 
day, which is really good for 
me,” said Williams, whose 
next opponent is Croatian 
22nd seed Petra Martic. 

The 37-year-old American, 
a six-time US Open cham¬ 
pion, last won a Slam at the 
2017 Australian Open and 



hasn't won the US Open 
since 2014. 

Japanese seventh seed 
Nishikori, the 2014 US Open 
runner-up, lost to Australia's 


Men: Third round: 1-Novak 
Djokovic (Srb) bt Denis Kudla 
(USA) 6-3, 6-4, 6-2; 23-Stan 
Wawrinka (Sui) bt Paolo Lorenzi 
(Ita) 6-4,7-6(9), 7-6(4); Dominik 
Koepfer (Ger) bt 17-Nikoloz 
Basilashvili (Geo) 6-3, 7-6(5), 
4-6, 6-1; 5-Daniil Medvedev 
(Rus) bt Feliciano Lopez (Esp) 7- 
6(1), 4-6, 7-6(7), 6-4; 15-David 
Goffin (Bel) bt Pablo Carreno 
Busta (Esp) 7-6(5), 7-6(9), 7-5; 
Grigor Dimitrov (Bui) bt Kamil 



Alex de Minaur 6-2, 6-4, 2-6, 
6-3. 

The 20-year-old Aussie, 
on his deepest Grand Slam 
run, took his first victory ov- 


Majchrzak (Pol) 7-5, 7-6(8), 6-2. 
Doubles: Second round: Denis 
Shapovalov (Can) & Rohan 
Bopanna bt Andreas Seppi (Ita) & 
Marco Cecchinato (Ita) retd. 
Women: Third round: 23-Donna 
Vekic (Cro) bt Yulia Putintseva 
(Kaz) 6-4, 6-1; 26-Julia Gorges 
(Ger) bt 7-Kiki Bertens (Ned) 
6-2, 6-3; Taylor Townsend (USA) 
bt Sorana Cirstea (Rou) 7-5, 6-2; 

15-Bianca Andreescu (Can) bt 
19-Caroline Wozniacki (Den) 



er a top-10 foe in 12 tries. 

“This is where I feel like 
my game's at. I want to be 
pushing second weeks of 
Grand Slams and putting my¬ 
self out there. So very hap¬ 
py,” De Minaur said. “Hope¬ 
fully I can just keep it 
rolling.” 

De Minaur faces Bulgaria's 
Grigor Dimitrov next. 

Canadian 15th seed Bianca 
Andreescu advanced Danish 
19th seed Caroline Wozniacki 
6-4, 6-4. 

The 19-year-old won the 
battle of the top-rated 
players remaining in her 
quarter of the draw after ex¬ 
its by Simona Halep and Pe¬ 
tra Kvitova to book a last-16 
date with US qualifier Taylor 
Townsend. 

Also advancing was Ukrai¬ 
nian fifth seed and Wimble¬ 
don semifinalist Elina Svitoli- 
na, who next faces US 10th 
seed Madison Keys, a 6-3, 7-5 
winner over Sofia Kenin. 


6-4, 6-4; 25-Elise Mertens (Bel) 
bt Andrea Petkovic (Ger) 6-3, 
6-3. 

5-Elina Svitolina (Ukr) bt 32- 
Dayana Yastremska (Ukr) 6-2, 

6-0; 10-Madison Keys (USA) bt 
20-Sofia Kenin (USA) 6-3, 7-5; 

16-Johanna Konta (GBr) bt 33- 
Zhang Shuai (Chn) 6-2, 6-3; 8- 
Serena Williams (USA) bt Karo¬ 
lina Muchova (Cze) 6-3, 6-2; 18- 
Wang Qiang (Chn) bt Fiona Ferro 
(Fra) 7-6(1), 6-3. 



IMPORTANT RESULTS 


Bengaluru Bulls’ plans fail at home 



On top of his game: Sachin collected five points in all, including two on a do-or-die raid, to 
help the visitors pull away. ■ k. murau kumar 


PKL 


N. SU DARSHAN 

BENGALURU 

Defending champion Benga¬ 
luru Bulls’ return to the city 
didn’t go as planned as it fell 
to a 32-23 loss to Gujarat For¬ 
tune Giants in the Pro Ka- 
baddi League (PKL) at the 
Sree Kanteerava Indoor Sta¬ 
dium on Saturday. 

The match appeared to be 
on the knife’s edge with Guj¬ 
arat leading just 24-22 with 
four minutes to go. But on a 
do-or-die raid, Sachin col¬ 
lected two points to help the 
visitors pull away before a 
second all out hastened the 
Bulls’ end. The home side 
will need to come up with a 


much better effort against 
Tamil Thalaivas on Sunday. 

Star raider Pawan Kumar 
Sehrawat, nursing an ankle 
strain, was off colour, ac¬ 
cumulating only three 
points. Skipper Rohit Kumar 
didn’t fare any better as his 
side fell to its fifth defeat in 
seven matches. 

Only defenders Saurabh 
Nandal (8 points) and Ma- 
hender Singh (4) gave de¬ 
cent accounts of themselves, 
instrumental as they were in 
effecting two super tackles 
to narrow the score to 21-18 
after their opponents had 
surged ahead 18-12. 

Gujarat’s on the other 
hand was a team effort; Sa¬ 
chin and G.B. More topped 
with five points and were 


closely followed by Parvesh 
Bhainswal and Rohit Gulia 
on four apiece. 

“It would have helped if 
we had a good third raider,” 
said Rohit after the loss. “But 
it wasn’t like Gujarat was 
raiding well. Both teams’ de¬ 
fence was good. One lapse at 
the end proved costly.” 

Huge win for U Mumba 

In the day’s second tie, U 
Mumba thrashed Jaipur Pink 
Panthers 47-21. Abhishek 
Singh top-scored with 13 
points, including a super 
raid right at the end, taking 
out four players. 

The results: Bengaluru Bulls 23 
lost to Gujarat Fortune Giants 
32; U Mumba 47 bt Jaipur Pink 
Panthers 21. 


• • 
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TV PICKS 


West Indies vs India: 2nd 

Test, day 3, Sony Ten 1 & 3 
(SD & HD), 8 p.m. 

Sri Lanka vs New Zealand: 

1st T20I, Sony Six (SD & HD), 
6.40 p.m. 

Belgian GP: Main race, SS 
Select 2 (SD & HD), 6.35 p.m. 
Premier League: SS Select 1 
(SD & HD), 6.15 p.m., 8.40 
p.m. 

Serie A: Sony Ten 2 (SD & 
HD), 9.30 p.m. 

US Open: SS Select 1 (SD & 
HD), 11 p.m. SS Select 2 (SD & 
HD), 8.40 p.m. 

PKL: Star Sports 1 & 2 (SD & 
HD), 7.15 p.m. & 8.30 p.m. 



Shubhankar lies third, 
aims for PGA Tour card 

NEWBURGH (USA) 

Shubhankar Sharma shot a 
superb six-under 66, laced 
with eight birdies, to be tied 
third at the end of the first 
day of the Korn Ferry Tour 
Championship here on Friday. 
It is his last chance to grab a 
PGA Tour card and will need a 
sole sixth place to join 
Anirban Lahiri, who has 
already assured himself a 
card. Lahiri had to withdraw 
and rush home following the 
news of Hurricane Dorian’s 
expected landfall at Palm 
Beach, Florida on Tuesday. 
Chris Baker with nine-under 
63 was in sole lead, pti 


Perez inks three-year 
deal with Racing Point 

FRANCORCHAMPS 

Sergio Perez has signed a 
three-year contract with 
Racing Point, the Formula 
One team announced on 
Friday after opening practice 
at the Belgian Grand Prix. The 
deal will keep Mexican Perez 
with Racing Point until the 
end of 2022. "We know 
I Sergio very well and it's great 
to confirm him on a long¬ 
term deal,” said Racing Point 
boss Otmar Szafnauer. Perez 
will have Canadian Lance 
Stroll, 20, whose father 
Lawrence led the consortium 
that took over the former 
Force India outfit last year, as 
teammate, afp 




Monreal leaves Arsenal 
for Real Sociedad 


MADRID 

Nacho Monreal has left 
Arsenal for Real Sociedad, the 
clubs announced on Saturday. 
The left-back, a Spanish 
international, has signed until 
the end of next season. 
Monreal, 33, returns to the 
Spanish League six years after 
leaving Malaga for Arsenal in 
2013. The veteran, who can 
also play centre-back, brings 
"experience, character and 
performance" to a young 
squad, said Real Sociedad. 
Monreal made 251 
appearances for Arsenal, 
scoring 10 goals. He won 
three FA Cups and helped the 
Gunners to reach the final of 
last season's Europa League. 

AFP 


National 
Games dates 
out, finally 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The much-delayed 36th 
National Games will be 
staged in Goa from October 
20 to November 4 next 
year, the Indian Olympic 
Association (IOA) said here 
on Saturday. 

The IOA finalised the 
dates during its meeting 
with the Goan delegation 
here on Saturday. 

“It was finalised at a 
meeting here on Saturday 
that the National Games 
will be held in October-No- 
vember next year,” said 
IOA secretary-general Ra- 
jeev Mehta. 



Jehan bags pole 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 


Less-fancied Sohil springs a surprise 

Steals the thunder from Chennai stars Vishnu Prasad and defending champion Raghul 



Tense battle: Sohil Shah (24), T.S. Diljith and Vishnu Prasad locked in a close fight for lead in the 
Formula LGB4 race, ■special arrangement 


MOTORSPORTS 


RAYAN ROZARIO 

COIMBATORE 

It was expected to be a show¬ 
down between Chennai stars 
Vishnu Prasad and defend¬ 
ing champion Raghul Ranga- 
samy. 

But, Sohil Shah, a young 
boy from Bengaluru, took 
everybody by surprise win¬ 
ning the premier FLGB4 
opening race in the second 
round of the JK Tyre-FMSCI 
National racing champion¬ 
ship at the Kari Motor Speed¬ 
way here on Saturday. 

The race went down to the 
wire with Vishnu, starting at 
P4, moving ahead of priva¬ 
teers Manav Dougall and 
Akshay Kapoor from Delhi 
by the first corner. 

Clever move 

But, even before he could 
hang on to it, Kerala’s T.S. 
Diljith of Dark Don Racing 
had made a clever move to 
jump into the lead. 

He fought hard from 
there, but Sohil and Vishnu 


(both MSport) kept breath¬ 
ing down his neck. Diljith 
found it so hot that after 
fighting it out for over seven 
laps, finally surrendered the 
lead to Vishnu. 

Sohil, who was watching 
all the action from behind, 
waited for the right oppor¬ 
tunity to sneak in. 

He found it quite soon 
and, there was no turning 
back from there. 

Even as the 18-year-old 


was whistling his way merri¬ 
ly in the front, Diljith and 
Vishnu went neck and neck 
all the way to finish second 
and third respectively. 

Major mistake 

“My major mistake used to 
be the race starts and me not 
keeping a cool head. But, 
this time around, I analysed 
the situation and put in a bit 
more to win the race. 

“ Luckily for me, I enjoyed 


a good pace and that helped 
me pull past the rest with 
ease,” said Sohil. 

The race was delayed for 
over two hours due to tech¬ 
nical safety regulations but it 
was worth the wait such was 
the excitement that it 
generated. 

In the JK Tyre Suzuki Gixx- 
er Cup, Pune’s Tanay Gailc- 
wad converted his pole posi¬ 
tion to a comfortable victory, 
while the Novice Cup saw 


Mumbai’s Aaroh Ravindra 
winning the first race and 
yielding the second to Mo- 
hamed Ryan (Chennai), 
when the reverse grid came 
into play. 

In the first-ever JK Tyre 
College Cup, David Ryan 
(Chennai) proved his class 
winning both the races of the 
day. 

The results (provisional): 
FLGB4: Sohil Shah (Bengaluru) 
20:05.863; 2. T.S. Diljith (Kera¬ 
la); 3. Vishnu Prasad (Chennai). 
Suzuki Gixxer Cup: Race 1: 1. 
Tanay Gaikwad 

(Pune)10:07.050; 2. Syed Mu- 
zammil Ali (Bengaluru); 3. Sid- 
harth Sajan (Coimbatore). 

JK Tyre Novice Cup: Race 1:1. 
Aaroh Ravindra (Mumbai) 
12:17.448; 2. Chirag Ghorpade 
(Bengaluru); 3. Mohamed Ryan 
(Chennai). Race 2:1. Mohamed 
Ryan 12:11.047; 2. Aaroh Ravin¬ 
dra; 3. Udbhav Goyal 
(Gurgaon). 

JK Tyre College Cup: Race 1:1. 

David Ryan (Chennai) 

11:44.004; 2. Aman Chaudhary 
(Kolkata); 3. Sai Prithvi (Chen¬ 
nai). Race 2: 1. David Ryan 
10:22.369; 2. Chetan Surineni 
(Bengaluru); 3. Kedin Akhil 
(Kolkata). 


SPA FRANCORCHAMPS (BELGIUM) 

Jehan Daruvala bagged a 
sensational pole position at 
the famed Spa Francor- 
champs circuit in the FIA F3 
Championship, part of the 
Belgian FI Grand Prix 
weekend. 

Crucially for the Indian, it 
adds four points to his tally, 
as he chases Russian Robert 
Schwartzman and Juri Vips 
from Estonia, in the cham¬ 
pionship battle. 

The ultra-competitive na¬ 
ture of the FIA F3 cham¬ 
pionship has seen a wide 
range of drivers performing 
through the season and Je¬ 
han was sixth different pole 
sitter in the six rounds of the 
season so far. 

The moment qualifying 
startedPedro Piquet was on 
provisional pole. 

Jehan’s quick laps were 
only good enough for se¬ 
venth. Jehan was the slowest 
of the top eleven on the 
straights at that time and 
when he pulled into the 
pits, the team altered the 
set-up reducing Jehan’s 
downforce. 

All drivers had changed 
tyres and were back on 



Jehan Daruvala. -file photo 


track. The changes to his car 
suited Jehan when he re¬ 
turned to track and he im¬ 
mediately put in his perso¬ 
nal fastest in sector 1. 

Sector 2 was where Jehan 
was sensational, posting a 
time faster than everyone 
else. A quick sector 3 sealed 
pole for Jehan with a lap¬ 
time of 2:05.125. Such was 
Jehan’s pace that he man¬ 
aged to have the highest lap¬ 
time margin for pole the en¬ 
tire season. 

Piquet was second fol¬ 
lowed immediately by Tsu- 
noda & Championship lead¬ 
er Shwartzman, Jehan will 
start on pole for Race 1 while 
the top 8 in Race 1 will be re¬ 
versed for the start of Race 
2 . 


Shivpal, Vipin and Annu back in form 

Hima wins 100m in 11.74s 


Sanya prevails in a dramatic climax 

Yash rallies to down Neel 


ATHLETICS 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

VLASIM (CZECH REPUBLIC) 

Returning to competition af¬ 
ter more than a month's 
break, javelin thrower Shiv¬ 
pal Singh was back in the 
80m range at the Podblan- 
icka Tretra athletics meet 
here on Friday. 

The Asian silver medallist 
topped the event with a 
third-round effort of 81.36m 
while his compatriot Vipin 
Kasana was second with 


80.13m. 

Meanwhile, Asian wo¬ 
men's javelin throw silver 
medallist Annu Rani was also 
back in the 60m range, fin¬ 
ishing second with 60.87m, 
behind Japan's Harulca Kita- 
guchi, the World University 
Games silver medallist and 
former under-18 World 
champion, who won with 
61.94m. 

After being consistent 
around 60m during the first 
half of the year. Rani's form 
had dipped and at her last 


meet on July 9 she had 
slumped to 54.54m and had 
been away from competition 
for nearly 50 days before Fri¬ 
day's event. 

Shivpal, who won the Do¬ 
ha Asian silver in April with a 
personal best 86.23m, had 
been on a slide after that 
with a 76.90m at his last 
meet on July 24. 

On Friday, he had three 
throws over 80m. 

“All my (legal) throws 
were over 80m, I'm very 
happy with that. I thought of 


going for the Olympic qualifi¬ 
cation mark (85m) but the 
ground was a bit small for 
my run-up,” Shivpal told The 
Hindu from the Czech Repu¬ 
blic on Saturday. 

“My run-up is 35m but 
here they had space for only 
30m. So, we may be doing 
one more competition 
tomorrow.” 

Meanwhile, under-20 
World women's 400m cham¬ 
pion Hima Das, running the 
100m for the first time this 
year, won the event in 11.74s. 


IOC beats Indian Army 


India emerges champion 

Striker Sridarth scores a hat-trick 


SAFF U-15 FOOTBALL 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

KOLKATA 

Striker Sridarth Nongmeika- 
pam scored a hat-trick as In¬ 
dia routed Nepal 7-0 in the fi¬ 
nal of the SAFF under-15 
football championship at the 
Kalyani Stadium on 
Saturday. 

India’s third title victory 
made it the most successful 
side in the history of event. It 
had claimed the crown in 
2013 and 2017 in Nepal. 

India remained unbeaten 
and scored 28 goals without 
conceding any in five match¬ 
es. The host led by only one 
goal - thanks to Maheson 
Singh’s excellent 15th mi¬ 
nute- strike - for most part 
of the first half. 

Amandeep and Sibajit 
Singh shot home close to the 
break to help India take a 3-0 


lead at half-time. 

Nongmeikapam stole the 
limelight in the second-half. 
He pounced on a chance in¬ 
side the box to score his first 
in the 51st minute. After Hi- 
manshu Jangra’s 65th minute 
goal, Nongmeikapam took a 
through ball to dodge the Ne¬ 
pal goalkeeper and score his 
second. He completed his 
hat-trick from a low cross in 
the 80th minute. 

Jangra bagged the highest- 
scorer award with seven 
goals. 

India will participate in 
the AFC under-16 champion¬ 
ships 2020 qualifiers, sche¬ 
duled from September 18 to 
22. India is in Group-B with 
host Uzbekistan, Bahrain 
and Turkmenistan. 

The result: India 7 (Maheson 
15, Amandeep 42, Sibajit 45, 
Sridarth 51, 76, 80, Jangra 65) 
bt Nepal 0. 


MURUGAPPA HOCKEY 


K. KE ERTHIVASAN 

CHENNAI 

Defending champion Indian 
Oil Corporation (IOC) was 
pushed to the limits by a re¬ 
solute Indian Army in its 
first Group-A match of the 
MCC-Murugappa Gold Cup 
All-India hockey tourna¬ 
ment here on Saturday. Ho¬ 
wever, like a true champion, 
IOC scripted a well-de¬ 
served 3-2 victory. 

Earlier, Punjab National 
Bank (PNB) outwitted In¬ 
dian Air Force 2-1 in 
Group-A before Punjab and 
Sind Bank (PSB) produced a 
fine display to hold National 
champion Indian Railways 
to a 1-1 draw in Group-B. 

Army had probably the 
best chance in the third 
quarter but Sanjay Toppo 
missed a sitter in front of an 
open goal. 


Immediately, the army 
men earned a stroke but this 
time Chandan Aind’s shot 
was saved by IOC ’keeper 
Panlcaj Raj ale. 

Army finally drew level 
again through Sukhdeep 
Singh off a penalty corner. 

Gurjinder struck the win¬ 
ner from the team’s sixth 
corner to give IOC a morale¬ 
boosting win. 

Army can take heart from 
the fact that its custodian 
Akash Chikte effected sever¬ 
al fine saves, off penalty cor¬ 
ner shots from V.R. Raghu- 
nath and Gurjinder. 

The results: 

Group-A: IOC 3 (Armaan Qu- 
reshi 19, Affan Yousuf 32, Gur¬ 
jinder Singh 56) bt Indian Army 
2 (Jitender Rathee 15, Sukh¬ 
deep Singh 53); PNB 2 (Saten- 
der Dalai 14, Sukhjeet Singh 
32) bt IAF1 (Ajit Pandit 40). 
Group-B: PSB 1 (Gaganpreet 
Singh 35) drew with Railways 1 
(P.R. Aiyappa 38). 


SQUASH 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GREATER NOIDA 

Top seed Sanya Vats was 
teased remarkably, but 
bounced back from an indif¬ 
ferent start like a wounded 
tigress, and pulled through 
in a dramatic climax against 
Yoshna Singh 3-11, 11-1, 11-7, 
13-11 in the under-19 girls fi¬ 
nal of the HCL 11th Indian 
Open junior squash cham¬ 
pionship at the Jaypee 
Greens Sports Complex on 
Saturday. 

The stout left-hander, Sa¬ 
nya was able to assert as to 
why she was touted as the 
best junior in the country 
with a vibrant game and 
matching athleticism against 
an opponent who had bea¬ 
ten her once before, in three 
meetings. 

In a memorable climax, in 
which Yoshna lost the mo¬ 
mentum from being up 9-6 
in the fourth game, but 


saved two championship 
points, Sanya was quite 
sharp to find an answer for 
everything that was thrown 
at her. 

Eventually, Yoshna hit the 
tin on the third champion¬ 
ship point, and flung her rac¬ 
quet in disgust, before the 
two players hugged each 
other for producing such a 
vibrant match. 

In the boys’ under-19 fi¬ 
nal, Neel Joshi had a great 
start, as he saved a game- 
point and converted his 
third to pocket the first game 
against top seed Yash Fadte. 

However, Yash stepped up 
his game to scotch all hopes 
of Neel, who charged at him 
physically in retaliation for 
having been “pushed hard” 
during a rally, which fetched 
a point penalty from the um¬ 
pire, in the second game. 

In the girls’ under-17 final, 
Vharshamithraa Dinesh of 
Malaysia handled top seed 
Ananya Dablce with poise to 


pull through 11-9 in the fifth 
game. 

The trophies were pre¬ 
sented by World Cup gold 
medallist shooter, Shahzar 
Rizvi. 

The results (finals): Boys: Un- 
der-19: Yash Fadte bt Neel 
Joshi 11-13,11-1,11-7,11-6. Un- 
der-17: Ishant Shah bt Kanhav 
Nanavati 12-10,11-4,11-8. Un¬ 
der-15: Krishna Mishra bt Vi- 
vaan Shah 11-9, 11-3, 11-7. Un- 
der-13: Karan Yadav bt Aditya 
Chandani 11-7, 6-11,11-6,11-4. 
Under-11: Agastya Bansal bt 
Aryaveer Dewan 11-7,11-7, 8-11, 
11 - 6 . 

Girls: Under-19: Sanya Vats bt 
Yoshna Singh 3-11,11-1,11-7,13- 
11. Under-17: Vharshamithraa 
Dinesh (Mas) bt Ananya Dabke 
11-7, 5-11, 5-11, 11-8, 11-9. Un- 
der-15: Kaavya Bansal bt Pooja 
Arthi 11-5, 5-11,11-7, 7-11,11-5. 
Under-13: Anahat Singh bt Un- 
nati Tripathi 11-9,11-7, 7-11, Il¬ 
ls, 11-7. Under-11: Akanksha 
Gupta bt Sehar Nayar 11-3,11-2, 
11 - 6 . 



INDIAN JU 


Champions: Winners and runners-up of the Indian Open junior squash championship. 


■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


Ace Ace Ace in rousing form 


Hyderabad: Ace Ace Ace, who is 
in rousing form, may extend his 
winning streak in the Police Cup 
(1,400m), the main event of the 
races to be held here on Sunday 
(September 1). 

1 RED CHIEFTAN PLATE 
(2,400m), 3-y-o & over, rated 
20 to 45 (Cat. Ill), 1-15 p.m.: 1. 
Ashwa Arjun (2) Gaurav Singh 60, 
2. Call Of The Blue (1) Akshay Ku¬ 
mar 59.5, 3. Royal Style (3) Suraj 
Narredu 58, 4. London Bridge (5) 
Gaddam 56, 5. Mossad (6) Afroz 
Khan 55.5, 6. Ajmal Birju (7) Go- 
pal Singh 54 and 7. Symbol Of 
Star’s (4) Surya Prakash 53. 

1. CALL OF THE BLUE, 2. ASHWA 
ARJUN, 3. ROYAL STYLE 

2 DIABLO PLATE (Div. I), 
(1,400m), maiden 3-y-o only 
(Cat. II), 1-45: 1. City Of Blossom 
(5) Rohit Kumar 56, 2. Linewiler 
(6) Ajit Kumar 56, 3. Premier Ac¬ 
tion (4) Umesh 56, 4. Sun Dancer 
(3) R. Ajinkya 56, 5. Unstoppable 
(2) B. Nikhil 56, 6. A Hundred 
Echoes (7) Gaddam 54.5, 7. 
Artistryy (9) Akshay Kumar 54.5, 
8. Ashwa Calvari (8) Suraj 
Narredu 54.5 and 9. Flamboyant 
Lady (1) B.R. Kumar 54.5. 

1. PREMIER ACTION, 2. ARTISTRYY, 
3. ASHWA CALVARI 

3 BLUE MAX PLATE (Div. II), 
(1,400m), 5-y-o & over, rated 
20 to 45 (Cat. Ill), 2-15:1. On The 
Fire (5) Ajeeth Kumar 60.5, 2. 
Heaven Can Wait (3) Afroz Khan 
58.5, 3. Charlie Brown (8) Koushik 
58, 4. On My Way (7) Akshay Ku¬ 
mar 58, 5. Top Man (10) B.R. Ku¬ 
mar 58, 6. Actually (6) Surya 
Prakash 55.5, 7. Vijay’s Empress 
(4) R. Ajinkya 55.5, 8. Snow Castle 
(1) Rohit Kumar 54.5, 9. Agilis (9) 
A.A. Vikrant 53.5, 10. 

Flowersfromabrook (-) (-) 53.5. 


and 11. Composure (2) Nakhat 
Singh 51.5. 

1. ON MY WAY, 2. CHARLIE BROWN, 
3. ACTUALLY 

4 DR. HARISH CHANDRA ME¬ 
MORIAL PLATE (1,800m), 3-y-o 
& over, rated 40 to 65 (Cat. II), 2- 
45: 1. Nimble Mind (5) Koushik 
60, 2. Raajneeti (2) Santosh Raj 
58, 3. Treasure Striker (7) Afroz 
Khan 57, 4. Midnight Dream (6) 
Kuldeep Singh 56, 5. Cincia 
Azzurra (1) Akshay Kumar 52.5, 6. 
Wings Of Eagles (4) Ajeeth Kumar 
52.5 and Librate (3) Yash Narredu 
52. 

1. NIMBLE MIND, 2. MIDNIGHT 
DREAM, 3. CINCIA AZZURRA 

DIABLO PLATE (Div. II), 
maiden 3-y-o only (Cat. II), 
(Terms), 31-5: 1. Explosive (1) R. 
Ajinkya 56, 2. No Compromise (5) 
Ashhad Asbar 56, 3. Red Snaper 
(8) Kuldeep Singh 56, 4. Tapatio 
(3) Akshay Kumar 56, 5. Alliston 
(4) Umesh 54.5, 6. California 
Beauty (2) P. Sai Kumar 54.5, 7. 
Her Legacy (6) Suraj Narredu 54.5 
and 8. Kintsugi (7) Srinath 54.5. 

1. RED SNAPER, 2. TAPATIO, 3. 
ALLISTON 

6 BLUE MAX PLATE (Div. I), 
(1,400m), 5-y-o & over, rated 
20 to 45 (Cat. Ill), 3-45: 1. Hu- 
maaghar (6) Deepak Singh 60.5, 
2. Golden Hope (12) Akshay Ku¬ 
mar 58.5, 3. Human Touch (2) 
Kuldeep Singh 58.5, 4. Elysian (4) 
R. Ajinkya 58, 5. Princess Of 
Dreams (3) A.A. Vikrant 58, 6. 
Top Contender (10) P. Sai Kumar 
57.5, 7. Et Voici (1) Ajeeth Kumar 
55.5, 8. Khan Sahib (11) Gaddam 
55.5, 9. Joy Of Giving (7) S.G. 
Prasad 53.5,10. Withrosemakeup 
(9) Ajit Singh 52.5,11. New Comer 
(5) Jitendra Singh 52 and 12. Silver 
Dollar (8) B.R. Kumar 51. 


1. GOLDEN HOPE, 2. HUMAAGHAR, 
3. JOY OF GIVING 

7 POLICE CUP (1,400m), 4-y-o & 
over, rated 60 to 85 (Cat. II), 4- 
15: 1. Starlight (9) Deepak Singh 
60, 2. Ace Ace Ace (5) Akshay Ku¬ 
mar 59.5, 3. Champion Bull (3) 
Suraj Narredu 58, 4. Mr. 

Baahubali (4) Surya Prakash 56.5, 
5. Ashwa Bahula (10) Ajeeth Ku¬ 
mar 55.5, 6. Meritocracy (6) B.R. 
Kumar 54.5, 7. Seven Eleven (2) 
Gopal Singh 53, 8. Southern Leg¬ 
acy (11) Ashhad Asbar 52.5, 9. 
Long Range (8) Abhay Singh 51.5, 
10. Semper Fidelis (7) Gaddam 
50.5 and 11. N RI Symbol (1) Afroz 
Khan 50. 

1. ACE ACE ACE, 2. STARLIGHT, 3. 
SOUTHERN LEGACY 

8 P.G. REDDY MEMORIAL PLATE 
(1,400m), 5-y-o & over, rated 
40 to 65 (Cat. II), (No whips), 4- 
45: 1. Magical Skill (10) C.P. 
Bopanna 60, 2. Tootsie Roll (13) 
Jitendra Singh 60, 3 Southern 
Crown (9) Harinder Singh 58.5, 4. 
Vijay’s Empire (2) Gaurav Singh 
56.5, 5. Bayrd (5) ICiran Naidu 55, 
6. Somerset (6) Umesh 55, 7. Sea 
Castle (11) R.S. Jodha 54.5, 8. Hope 
Is Eternal (14) Surya Prakash 54, 
9. City Of Sails (12) Rohit Kumar 
53.5,10. Digger (8) G. Naresh 53.5, 
11. Vancouver (1) B. Nikhil 52.5,12. 
Avantika (7) B.R. Kumar 51, 13. 
Royal Green (3) Ajit Singh 51 and 
14. Platinum Claasz (4) Afroz Khan 
50. 

1. BAYRD, 2. VIJAY’S EMPIRE, 3. 
MAGICAL SKILL 

Day’s Best: ace ace ace 
Double: ON MY WAY-GOLDEN 
HOPE 

Jkt: 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8; Mini Jkt: 5, 6, 7 & 
8; Tr (1) 1, 2 & 3; (ii): 3, 4 & 5; (iii): 
6, 7 & 8; Tla: all races. 


Salute to a centurion 


VINAYAK M. ZODGE 

PUNE 

The Royal Western India 
Turf Club Ltd. (RWITC) fel¬ 
icitated 101-year-old race¬ 
goer Tommy Rozario here 
on Saturday. 

Rozario was born in the 
coastal town of Nagappat- 
tinam (Tamil Nadu) on Ja¬ 


nuary 22, 1918. Rozario 
was a Merchant Navy Offic¬ 
er, Captain (TEM) with the 
Scindia Steam Navigation 
Company during World 
War II. His ship, the SSJal- 
aRajan, was sunk by a Ja¬ 
panese submarine in Fe¬ 
bruary 1942. 

Tommy sailed one of 
the ship's lifeboats full of 


survivors for almost 800 
miles for two weeks before 
landing on the Indonesian 
island of Sumatra. Rozario 
has been an avid racegoer 
from the 1940s, both live 
and off course. He was also 
a regular at the Mahalaxmi 
Race Course since 1960 be¬ 
fore moving to Pune in 
1992. 



For the love of racing: K.N. Dhunjibhoy presents a memento to Tommy Rozario. Rozario's 
daughter Michelle looks on. -special arrangement 


Sasi Kumar in 
line for double 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

BAOTOU (CHINA) 

Sasi Kumar Mulcund sus¬ 
tained his superb form and 
made the final with a 7-5, 

6- 3 victory over eighth 
seed Tung-Lin Wu of Chi¬ 
nese Taipei in the $54,160 
Challenger tennis tourna¬ 
ment here on Saturday. 

In the final, Mukund will 
face top seed James Duck¬ 
worth of Australia. 

There were more fire¬ 
works in store in the day, as 
Sasi Kumar and Teymuraz 
Gabashvili of Russia 
knocked out the top seeds 
Goncalo Oliveira and Luke 
Saville 13-11 in the super tie- 
break in the doubles semi¬ 
finals. In the final, the duo 
will face the Korean second 
seeds Nam Ji Sung and 
Song Min-Kyu. 

The results: 

$54,160 Challenger, Baotou, 
China: Semifinals: Sasi Kumar 
Mukund bt Tung-Lin Wu (Tpe) 

7- 5, 6-3. 

Doubles: Teymuraz Gabashvi¬ 
li (Rus) & Sasi Kumar Mukund 
bt Goncalo Oliveira (Por) & 
Luke Saville (Aus) 6-3, 3-6, 
[13-11]. 
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Liverpool back on top 

Leicester moves up to third; United and Chelsea lose further ground 



Go-to man: Manchester City's Sergio Aguero was on fire, scoring two goals, -reuters 


EURO LEAGUES 


AGEN CIES 

MANCHESTER 

Liverpool recorded a club re¬ 
cord 13th consecutive Pre¬ 
mier League win to move 
back to the top of the table, 
courtesy a 3-0 victory at 
Burnley on Saturday. 

Two goals in four first-half 
minutes swung the game de¬ 
cisively in the visitors’ favour 
as Chris Wood deflected 
Trent Alexander-Arnold’s 
cross into his own net before 
Sadio Mane’s cool finish on 
the counter-attack doubled 
Liverpool’s advantage. 

Roberto Firmino then 
rounded off the scoring 10 
minutes from time as the 
Reds maintained their 100 
per cent start to the season 
after four games. Victory 
took the European cham¬ 
pion back two points clear of 
Manchester City, which was 
also in dominant form to 
beat Brighton 4-0. 

Fad’s feat 

Barcelona’s 16-year-old for¬ 
ward Ansu Fati became the 


youngest ever player to score 
a league goal for the club 
when he netted an equaliser 
for the La Liga champion at 
Osasuna on Saturday. 

Important results: EPL: South¬ 
ampton 1 (Vestergaard 58) 
drew with Manchester United 1 


(James 10); Chelsea 2 (Abra¬ 
ham 19, 43) drew with Sheffield 
United 2 (Robinson 46, Zouma 
89-og); Burnley 0 lost to Liver¬ 
pool 3 (Wood 33-og, Mane 37, 
Firmino 80); Manchester City 4 
(de Bruyne 2, Aguero 42, 55, B. 
Silva 79) bt Brighton 0. 

La Liga: Osasuna 2 (Torres 7, 


81-pen) drew with Barcelona 2 
(Fati 51, Arthur 64). 

Serie A: AC Milan 1 (Calhanoglu 
12) bt Brescia 0. 

Bundesliga: Bayern Munich 6 
(Pavard 36, Alaba 45, Perisic 
54, Coman 64, Lewandowski 
78, Davies 80) bt Mainz 1 (Boe- 
tius 6). 


Leclerc clinches pole in style 

Vettel completes Ferrari front-row lock out; Hamilton crashes during P3 



Make that three! Charles Leclerc bagged his third pole of the 
season, upstaging Vettel and Hamilton, -getty images 


BELGIAN GP 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS 

Charles Leclerc claimed pole 
position for Sunday’s Belgian 
Grand Prix with a dazzling 
lap in a dramatic qualifying 
session on Saturday as Ferra¬ 
ri delivered a dominant front 
row lockout. 

The Monegasque, who is 
seeking his maiden victory 
in Formula One, clocked a 
fastest lap in one minute 
42.519 seconds. He was 
0.748s clear of Ferrari team¬ 
mate Sebastian Vettel. 


It was his third pole of the 
season, but he goes into the 
race seeking to claim his 


maiden victory. 

Defending five-time World 
champion and series leader 


Lewis Hamilton was third for 
Mercedes ahead of team¬ 
mate Valtteri Bottas, Max 
Verstappen, who was fifth 
for Red Bull, and Daniel Ric- 
ciardo of Renault. 

The starting grid: 

Front row: Leclerc and Vettel; 
Second row: Hamilton and Bot¬ 
tas; Third row: Verstappen and 
Ricciardo. 

Fourth row: Hulkenberg and 
Raikkonen; Fifth row: Perez 
and Magnussen; Sixth row: 
Grosjean and Norris. 

Seventh row: Stroll and Albon; 
Eighth row: Giovinazzi and Gas- 
Ly; Ninth row: Sainz and Kvyat; 
10th row: Russell and Kubica. 


Yashaswini 
books berth 


SHOOTING WC 


PTI/ S PORTS BUREAU 

RIO DE JANEIRO 

Yashaswini Singh Deswal 
secured India’s ninth 
Olympic quota in shooting 
after she fired her way to 
the women’s 10m air pistol 
gold in the ISSF World Cup 
on Saturday. 

The 22-year-old former 
junior world champion re¬ 
corded 236.7 in the final to 
pip Ukraine’s Olena Koste- 
vych (234.8) and Serbia’s 
Jasmina Milavonovic 
(215.7). 

Yashaswini had also 
topped qualification with 
582. Annu Raj Singh (572) 
and Shweta Singh (568) 
bowed out in the qualifica¬ 
tion phase while Manu 
Bhaker shot an impressive 
580 in the MQS section. 

Earlier, Deepalc Kumar 
missed the quota agonis¬ 
ingly in men’s air rifle, fin¬ 
ishing seventh in the final. 
Gaayathri Nithyanandam 
failed to cross the hurdle in 
the elimination round of 
the women’s rifle 
3-position. 

It was a commendable 
effort by Deepak squeezed 
his way into the final 0.2 
point ahead of compatriot 
Yash Vardhan. However, 
with only three eligible for 
the quota among the eight 
finalists, Deepak’s seventh 
place finish wasn’t enough. 
Olympic quota went to Pa- 
trik Jany of Slovakia and 
Dane Sampson of Australia 
who finished third and 
fourth. 

In women’s rifle 3-posi¬ 
tion, Tejaswini Sawant, 
who shot 1172 in the elimi¬ 
nation round, could mus¬ 
ter only 1158 in the qualifi¬ 
cation stage. Kajal Saini 
shot 1167 in qualification af¬ 
ter 1166 in the elimination 
round. In men’s 25-metre 
rapid fire pistol, Anish 
Bhanwala had shot 291 out 
of 300 in the first stage, 
whereas Anhad Jawanda 
managed only 281. 


Richa keeps winning; Sajan dominates 

Karnataka sets mixed 4x50m relay meet record 



A close race: Veteran Richa Mishra, right, was pushed hard by 16-year-old Kenisha Gupta 
before winning the women's 200m individual medley, -a.m.faruqui 


NATIONAL SWIMMING 


STAN RAYAN 
BHOPAL 

“Is that real,” a Bengaluru 
swimmer asked as the time- 
board flashed 2:18.46s for Ri¬ 
cha Mishra’s gold-winning 
moment in the women’s 
200m individual medley at 
the 73rd Glenmark National 
senior swimming champion¬ 
ships here on Saturday. 

That was more than five 
seconds faster than Richa’s 
national record of 2:23.62, 
set nine years ago, and she is 
now 36. 

“Yes, I was surprised too,” 
said the Delhi girl, represent¬ 
ing Police here, at the Pra- 
lcash Tarun Pushkar pool. 
Well, it wasn’t real, it was just 
the clock playing tricks for 
the official time, which came 
a few minutes later, gave Ri¬ 
cha’s winning time as 
2:24.70. 

Richa was pushed hard by 
Maharashtra’s 16-year-old 
Kenisha Gupta, who trains 
under Nihar Ameen in Ben¬ 
galuru, and the senior was 
quite impressed. 

“She has progressed from 
last year’s 2:27 to 2:25 now, 
it’s really amazing,” she said. 

Richa, a former interna¬ 
tional who has been swim¬ 


ming at the national level for 
nearly 25 years, hinted this 
could be her last National. 

“I think this is going to be 
my last, I’m honestly tired. 
But if I stop this, this routine 
of getting up at 3.45 a.m. and 
going to the pool, I might go 
into depression,” said Richa 
who has been a gold medal¬ 
list in the medley event regu¬ 
larly for nearly 15 years. 

“If I leave swimming, what 
will I do, I don’t know. I 
might come next year and do 
only one event, I’m 36, it’s 
tough.” 

Hot duel 

The men’s 200 medley lit up 
the day too with a hot duel 
between the seasoned Sajan 
Prakash, Karnataka’s Srihari 
Nataraj and S. Siva. Sajan had 
taken a healthy lead by the 
halfway mark and carried it 
to the finish while Srihari 
made his move and sneaked 
past his teammate near the 
end for the silver. Sajan was 
close to his national record 
of 2:05.83, clocking 2:05.89. 

“I could have made it fas¬ 
ter but I slipped during the 
turn at the end of the second 
leg and start of the third,” 
said the 25-year-old Police 
swimmer. That time also 
helped Sajan qualify for next 
month’s Asian age-group 


meet in Bengaluru (qualifica¬ 
tion mark 2:06.22). 

On top 

The day’s lone meet record 
came in the mixed 4x50m 
relay where Karnataka’s Sri¬ 
hari, S.P. Likith, Suvana C. 
Baslcar and Deeksha Ramesh 
clocked 1:50.65 to better 
Railways’ time of 1:51.06. 

The results (all finals): 

Men, 400m freestyle: 1. Kush- 
agra Rawat (Del) 3:56.95s, 2. 
A.S. Anand (Ser) 4:01.92, 3. Aa¬ 
ron Fernandes (Mah) 4:04.71; 
50m breaststroke: 1. S.P. Likith 
(Kar) 28.56s, 2. Ansh Arora 
(UP) 29.38, 3. S. Danush (TN) 
29.57; 200m medley: 1. Sajan 
Prakash (Pol) 2:05.89s, 2. Sri¬ 
hari Nataraj (Kar) 2:06.46, 3. S. 
Siva (Kar) 2:06.69; 4x200m 
freestyle relay: 1. Karnataka 
(7:46.04s), 2. Services 

(7:49.31), 3. Railway (7:53.52). 
Women, 400m freestyle: 1. 
Shivani Kataria (Har) 4:27.31s, 
2. Shivangi Sarma (Asm) 
4:30.55, 3. Khushi Dinesh (Kar) 
4:30.80; 50m breaststroke: 1. 
A.V. Jayaveena (TN) 33.86s, 2. 
Chahat Arora (Pun) 34.01, 3. 
Annie Jain (MP) 34.30; 200m 
medley: 1. Richa Mishra (Pol) 
2:24.70s, 2. Kenisha Gupta 
(Mah) 2:25.31, 3. Apeksha Fer¬ 
nandes (Mah) 2:26.53. 

Mixed 4x50m medley relay: 1. 
Karnataka (1:50.65s NMR, OR 
1:51.06), 2. Maharashtra 

(1:52.82), 3. Railway (1:54.00). 


Kohli improving as captain: Ganguly 


ANAN T KAUR 

NEW DELHI 


“Sports is about fitness,” 
says former India captain 
Sourav Ganguly. 

He was speaking at the 
fifth Progressive Teacher 
Conclave here on Saturday, 
he also revealed the reason 
he took up cricket. “To es¬ 
cape studies.” 

On the surge of cham¬ 
pions in Indian sports, Gan¬ 
guly observed, “India has 
produced champions in ma¬ 
ny sports, like P.V. Sindhu, 
Gopi Chand, Leander Paes, 
Mary Kom, Saina Nehwal, 
Dipa Karmarkar, Milkha 
Singh and Jhulan Goswami. 

Touching on the impor¬ 
tance of role models, Gangu¬ 
ly said, “I grew up watching 
Kapil Dev and Sunil Gavas- 


Enclave 



Sourav Ganguly. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

kar.” 

Today’s generation has 
the likes of M.S. Dhoni and 
Virat Kohli, he said. 

He described six-time 


AICF’s player-friendly 
claim questioned 


RAKE SH RAO 

NEW DELHI 

The All India Chess Federa¬ 
tion (AICF) is grappling with 
more court cases than ever 
before. As if that was not 
enough, its recent claim of 
being pro-players has come 
under a scathing attack. 

A day after the AICF 
backed GM Dibyendu Ba- 
rua’s allegations of wrong¬ 
doings by the Bengal Chess 
Association, Railway player 
Gurpreet Pal Singh has chal¬ 
lenged the governing body 
of the sport in the country. 
Gurpreet has spearheaded 
players’ legal battle with the 
AICF since 2011 in seeking 
justice for over 50 players 
whose international rating 
was taken away by FIDE at 
the behest of the AICF. 

Strong reaction 

He has reacted strongly to 
AICF’s statement on Friday 
that said, “No player can be 
stopped from playing chess. 
This is the motto of AICF.” 

Gurpreet, a former Na¬ 
tional junior champion, 
said, “AICF is saying someth¬ 
ing which it does not prac¬ 
tice. We, the aggrieved 


players, battled for over 
eight years before FIDE saw 
sense in our argument and 
restored our rating by brush¬ 
ing aside the objections of 
AICF. Even now, the AICF is 
insisting on apology before 
registering us as players. So 
many players have suffered 
in silence since 2011 after be¬ 
ing denied opportunities to 
play in tournaments. Our 
plight exposes AICFs’ lies.” 

Continuing with his ti¬ 
rade, Gurpreet said, “The 
Competition Commission of 
India (CCI) has fined AICF 
for its anti-competitive prac¬ 
tices. 

“Even after FIDE restored 
our ratings, we players con¬ 
tinue to fight AICF for our 
right to play chess freely. In¬ 
deed, if AICF was so player- 
friendly, why did it fight a le¬ 
gal battle against players for 
eight years? 

He made an appeal to the 
Union Sports Minister Kiran 
Rijiju to look into the issues 
of conflict of interest involv¬ 
ing the AICF office-bearers 
and ensure “the CCI order 
was implemented in the true 
spirit for the benefit of the 
suffering players”. 


World boxing champion Ma¬ 
ry Kom as an unbelievable 
boxer and champion. 

On the ongoing Test series 
in the West Indies, Ganguly 
said he was surprised at the 
host putting the opposition 
in. 

He said Rishabh Pant 
would need time to step into 
Dhoni’s shoes. “Rishabh’s 
Test record is phenomenal. 
He is special as well,” he 
said. 

Ganguly concluded with a 
pat for Virat Kohli. 

“Virat is getting better 
and better. He was heavily 
criticised in the IPL (for RCB) 
but he captained well in the 
World Cup. It’s unfortunate 
that India lost the in semifi¬ 
nals. But I think Virat has 
progressed a lot.” 


Smallinggoes 
to Roma 


rome: Manchester United 
defender Chris Smalling 
has signed a year-long 
loan deal with Roma for 
€3 million, the Serie A 
club confirmed on Fri- 
day. 

Smalling has 31 caps 
for England. 


Nitu and Barsha 
on the rampage 


SUBROTO CUP 


new delhi: Sports Authority 
of India (Kolkata) raced past 
Birla Balika Vidyapeet (Ra¬ 
jasthan) 12-0, riding on Ni- 
tu’s double hat-trick and 
Barsha’s four goals, in a Pool 
A match of the Subroto Cup 
(under-17) football tourna¬ 
ment here on Saturday. 

The results: 

Pool A: SAI, Kolkata 12 (Nitu 6, 
Barsha 4, Rexia, Nanao Devi) bt 
Birla Balika Vidyapeeth, Rajas¬ 
than 0.; Colonel's Public 
School, Gurugram 6 (Hema 4, 
Anita, Anita) bt MPHS, Naini- 
tal, Uttarakhand 0. 

Pool B: Govt. Girls Higher Se¬ 
condary School, Namakkal, Ta¬ 
mil Nadu 11 (Anandhi 4, Maha- 
lakshmi 3, A. Durga 2, Shanthi 
2) bt Dhirubhai Ambani Inter¬ 
national School, Mumbai 0; 
Rosary Higher Secondary 
School, Navelim, Goa 6 (Yurah- 
ti 3, Josel 6, Flani, Clency) bt 
KV JNU Old Campus, New Del¬ 
hi 1 (Anjali). 

Pool C: Bangladesh Krira 
Shiksha Protisthan 7 (Shirna 
Aktar 2, Sapna Rani 2, Akilima 
Aktar 2, Purnima Rani) bt Saket 
International School, Anjad, 
MP 0'.; NCC, North East Direc¬ 
torate 9 (Lalchhanhimi 3, Lal- 
rinmauri, Ruthilalrinmauri, Lal- 


nunsiami, Lalhingmauri, 
Ratanmala Deb, Harna Deb 
OG) bt Taidubari High School, 
Tripura 0. 

Pool D: Modern School, Vasant 
Vihar, New Delhi 0 drew with 
Rabia Balkhi, Afghanistan 0.; 
GSSS Khuda Lahora, Chandi¬ 
garh 10 (Bobby 5, Monika 2, 
Anita, Sonia 16, Rajni) bt Air 
Force School, Barrackpore 0. 
Pool E: St. Columbus Colle¬ 
giate School, Jharkhand 6 
(Santoshi Topno 3, Kajal Ku¬ 
mar, Anuradha, Soniti Soren) 
bt YSR Sports School, Andhra 
Pradesh 0. 

Pool F: Nilmani English School, 
Imphal, Manipur 2 (L. Rejiya, 
Kimte) bt St. Joseph Interna¬ 
tional School, Hissar, Haryana 
0.; Govt. Central Higher Se¬ 
condary School, College Veng 
(Aizawl), Mizoram 2 (Lalrin- 
muani 2) bt Faith Higher Se¬ 
condary School, Himmatnagar, 
Gujarat 0. 

Pool G: Simbargaon High 
School, Kokrajhar, Assam 12 
(M. Narzary 7, A. Narzary 4, A. 
Brahma) bt Hatimari High 
School, Malda, West Bengal 0. 
Pool H: Mata Rukhmani Kanya 
Ashram Dimrapal, (Jagdalpur) 
Chhattisgarh 10 (Priyanka 4, 
Pramila 3, Arpita, Laxmi, Laxmi 
Mandavi) bt Govt. Higher Se¬ 
condary School, Doimukh, 
Arunachal Pradesh 1 (Tamuku- 
nya). 


Unmukt to lead Uttarakhand 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Unmukt Chand will lead Ut¬ 
tarakhand in the Ranji Tro¬ 
phy this season. The 26-year- 
old strokeplayer secured his 
No Objection Certificate 
from his parent State, Delhi, 
on Saturday. 

He made his debut in 2010 
against Gujarat at 17 with the 
cricket fraternity in the Capi¬ 
tal raving about his talent. 
He made a 35 in his first 
match for Delhi and went on 
to play another 59, the last 
one coming in 2017 at Alur 
against Karnataka. 

Unmukt made a huge im¬ 
pact in 2012 when he led In¬ 
dia to title-triumph in the 
World Cup (under-19) with a 
sensational innings of 111 


against host Australia in the 
final. Former players hailed 
Unmukt’s performance and 
he was singled out as a 
player with a great future. 

Having hit a super 151 
against Railways in only his 
fourth Ranji Trophy match, 
Unmukt came to command a 
place in the Delhi team as an 
aggressive opening batsman. 
He crafted seven more First 
Class centuries but consis¬ 
tency remained a challenge 
as Unmukt was considered a 
batsman with a lot of respon¬ 
sibility at the top. 

Losing his place in the 
Delhi team in 2017 hurt his 
career. “I never expected I 
would be dropped. I had 
served Delhi to the best of 
my capacity. But the selec¬ 


tors thought otherwise,” said 
Unmukt, who lost a season 
when he was not picked by 
Delhi. “If only I had known 
(being dropped) I would 
have moved to another State 
(as a professional),” he 
lamented. 

e No choice’ 

On his move to represent Ut¬ 
tarakhand, he said, “I am ex¬ 
cited at getting an opportun¬ 
ity to play again. I feel sad at 
leaving Delhi but I have no 
choice. I am grateful to the 
Uttarakhand Cricket Associa¬ 
tion for giving me this oppor¬ 
tunity. I hope to do well.” 

In 60 First Class matches, 
Unmukt has aggregated 
3,184 runs at an average of 
34.23. 


‘Something magical happened’ 

Nandan recalls GoSports Foundation’s remarkable journey 



Memorable moment: Nandan Kamath, Managing Trustee of 
GoSports, receives the Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puraskar 
from President Ram Nath Kovind. -special arrangement 


recognition 


KAME SH SRINIVASAN 

NEW DELHI 

When one sets out to do so¬ 
mething constructive for In¬ 
dian sports, there are people 
jumping in to support and 
join the cause. 

That has been the story of 
GoSports Foundation that 
was started in 2008 to back 
the players from less known 
sports and convert them in¬ 
to achievers. 

It is fitting to look into the 
past decade when GoSports 
gained so much momentum 
that it ended up being bes¬ 
towed with the Rashtriya 
Khel Protsahan Puraskar by 
the President, Ram Nath Ko¬ 
vind, at the Arjuna awards 
function at the Rashtrapati 
Bhawan. 

A struggle 

It was a struggle for the first 
few years to raise funds, as 
much as to break the com¬ 
mon-held belief that “we do 
not have sports talent, 
sports culture... we are good 
with skill but not strength 
and endurance.” 

The approach was to stay 
clear of cricket, with the un¬ 
derstanding of the limita¬ 
tions of working with team 
sports. It was decided to 
identify players who de¬ 
served support and then 
look for money to fund 
them. This was in the year 
2012. “Something magical 
happened,” recalled Nandan 
Kamath, the Managing Trus¬ 
tee of GoSports, who re¬ 
ceived the award from the 
President. 

The magic happened 
through a sports memorabi¬ 
lia auction. Former India 
captain Rahul Dravid gave 
an autographed bat and his 
Test jersey. Rohan Bopanna 
met Roger Federer on the 
tour and took a signed rac¬ 
quet from him. 

“The auction was a suc¬ 
cess beyond our dreams. We 
sold many different pieces of 
memorabilia that had all 
been donated to us. Still, the 
proceeds from the auction of 


■ The magic happened 
through a sports 
memorabilia auction. 

Former India captain Rahul 
Dravid gave an 
autographed bat and his 
Test jersey. Rohan Bopanna 
met Roger Federer on the 
tour and took a signed 
racquet from him 


Dravid and Federer memor¬ 
abilia alone funded our 
scholarship programme for 
the next year or two,” re¬ 
called Nandan. 

Badminton ace K. Sri- 
kanth, who went on to be¬ 
come the World No. 1, was 
one of the early athletes to 
be supported, when he was 
ranked 381st. His first inter¬ 
national tournament was 
funded by GoSports. 

Dravid joined the fold; so 
did the former World and 
Olympic champion Abhinav 
Bindra, apart from the form¬ 
er All England Champion 
and the badminton guru, P. 
Gopi Chand, as advisors, tak¬ 
ing the movement to a diffe¬ 
rent level. 

Dipa, Deepa in list 

Gymnast Dipa Karmakar, 
who won the imagination of 
the entire nation with her 
performance in the Rio 
Olympics (she finished 


fourth), was one of the ath¬ 
letes supported by the or¬ 
ganisation, which also took 
special interest in support¬ 
ing para athletes, including 
Deepa Malik. 

The organisation started 
focusing on athlete educa¬ 
tion and coaches’ develop¬ 
ment. In course of time, 
John Gloster joined as head 
of sports science, and set up 
a team of experts to back the 
athletes whenever required. 
As a lawyer, Nandan streng¬ 
thened Sports Law and Poli¬ 
cy Centre. 

While celebrating its 10th 
year, the organisation put to¬ 
gether a book, documenting 
the progress of sports in the 
country, “Go! India’s Sport¬ 
ing Transformation” with 
many articles on specific 
subjects, including those 
from Dravid, Bindra and Go¬ 
pi Chand. 

If anything, the Presiden¬ 
tial honour and award has 
kindled the hunger of the 
team to continue working 
hard, aspiring to make mea¬ 
ningful contribution to In¬ 
dian sports. “We have the 
tools and the values to keep 
us focused and grounded. 
Hope we can continue to be 
catalysts who bring profes¬ 
sionalism and positivity into 
the Indian sporting environ¬ 
ment”, Nandan said. 


• • • 
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Denmark to retire its last 
four circus elephants 

COPENHAGEN 

The government of Denmark 
will buy the country's last 
four circus elephants in order 
to retire them, a Minister said 
on Saturday, as more 
countries move to shield wild 
animals from the practice. 
The animals will be sent to 
live in a zoo. afp 



Brazil's Bolsonaro stops 
using France's Bic pens 


RIO DE JANEIRO 

Brazilian President Jair 
Bolsonaro has said he won't 
use pens made by French 
company Bic after a spat with 
President Emmanuel Macron. 
"No more Bic," said Mr. 
Bolsonaro, who has faced 
criticism over devastating 
fires in the Amazon region. 

He added that he would sign 
presidential pardons using 
Brazilian pen-maker 
Compactor's products, ap 



96-year-old breaks his 
own oldest diver record 


LARNACA 

A 96-year-old Second World 
War veteran from Britain 
claims to have broken his own 
world record as the oldest 
scuba diver, diving at the 
popular Zenobia wreck off 
Cyprus' southern coast. Event 
sponsor Larnaca Municipality 
said Ray Woolley dived on his 
birthday on Saturday to a 
depth of 42.4 metres for 48 
minutes, ap 


YouTube faces fine of $200 mn 
to settle privacy violation claims 

Advocacy groups say that data on young users taken without parental consent 



AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

WASHINGTON 

Google may have to pay 
$150-200 million to settle al¬ 
legations that YouTube vio¬ 
lated a children’s privacy law 
while gathering data for tar¬ 
geted advertising, U.S. me¬ 
dia reports said. 

The U.S. Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC) agreed 
on the amount of the settle¬ 
ment against YouTube pa¬ 
rent Google, which if ap¬ 
proved by the Justice 
Department would be the 
largest settlement in a case 
involving children’s privacy, 
the New York Times report¬ 
ed. The allegations against 
YouTube were made by pri¬ 
vacy groups who said the 
platform had violated laws 
protecting children’s privacy 
by gathering data on users 
under the age of 13 without 


obtaining permission from 
parents. Politico reported. 

The FTC is expected to an¬ 
nounce its decision on the 
settlement in September. 

U.S. regulators have long 
argued that Google fails to 
protect children from harm¬ 
ful content and data collec¬ 


tion on its YouTube plat¬ 
form. Advocacy group The 
Center for Digital Democra¬ 
cy said in a statement that 
the proposed settlement 
would be “woefully low” gi¬ 
ven Google’s size and reve¬ 
nue, and called on the FTC 
to “enjoin Google from com¬ 


mitting further violations” of 
children’s privacy law. 

Google remains the mo¬ 
ney-making engine for pa¬ 
rent company Alphabet, 
with most of its revenue 
coming from digital ads, 
which accounted for $116 bil¬ 
lion of the $136 billion the 
Silicon Valley-based compa¬ 
ny took in last year. 

In January, France’s CNIL 
data watchdog slapped Goo¬ 
gle with a record €50 million 
fine for failing to meet the 
EU’s tough General Data Pro¬ 
tection Regulation, which 
came into force early last 
year. Google is appealing the 
fine. 

Fellow U.S. technology 
giant Facebook recently set¬ 
tled a record $5 billion fine 
with the U.S. Federal Trade 
Commission for misusing us¬ 
ers’ private data. 


Twitter CEO’s account hacked 


Tweets containing racial slurs showed up on Jack Dorsey’s profile for 30 minutes 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

SAN FRANCISCO 

Twitter said on Friday that 
the account of chief execu¬ 
tive Jack Dorsey had been 
“compromised” after a se¬ 
ries of erratic and offensive 
messages were posted. 

The tweets containing ra¬ 
cial slurs and suggestions 
about a bomb showed up on 
the @jack account of the 
founder of the short messag¬ 
ing service before being 
deleted. 

Some of the tweets con¬ 
tained the hashtag #Chuck- 
lingSquad, which was be¬ 
lieved to indicate the 
identity of the hacker group. 
The same calling card was 
left behind during recent 



Jack Dorsey 


hacks of other high-profile 
social media personalities. 

The messages contained 
racial epithets, and included 
a retweet of a message sup¬ 
porting Nazi Germany. 

Twitter said that the 
phone number associated 


with Dorsey’s account was 
“compromised due to a se¬ 
curity oversight by the mo¬ 
bile provider”, allowing a 
hacker to posts tweets to 
@jack by sending text 
messages. 

Mr. Dorsey’s account has 
been secured and there was 
“no indication that Twitter’s 
systems have been compro¬ 
mised”, according to the San 
Francisco-based Internet 
firm. 

It appeared that tweets 
posted on Mr. Dorsey’s ac¬ 
count by the hacker were up 
for about 30 minutes before 
they were removed. 

A barrage of comments 
fired off on the platform 
questioned why the Twitter 


co-founder didn’t secure his 
account better, and how dis¬ 
turbing a sign it was that the 
service couldn’t keep its own 
chief safe on the platform. 

“If you can’t protect Jack, 
you can’t protect... jack,” 
one Twitter user quipped. 

The news comes with Mr. 
Dorsey and Twitter moving 
aggressively to clean up of¬ 
fensive and inappropriate 
content as part of a focus on 
online safety. 

Cybersecurity researcher 
Kevin Beaumont said the ac¬ 
count appeared to have been 
hijacked “via a third party 
called Cloudhopper, which 
Twitter acquired about 10 
years ago and had access to 
this account.” 



Catch of the day: 'Fishermen' remove scrap metal they caught with a powerful neodyme 
magnet from the Oise river in northern France, -afp 

Magnet fishing: the hobby that 
is cleaning up French rivers 


Risk of finding unexploded munition worries authorities 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

LACROIX-SAINT-OUEN 

Equipped with powerful 
magnets, history enthusiasts 
and environmentalists scour 
France’s rivers, pulling out 
bits of scrap metal, bikes, 
scooters and the odd kitch¬ 
en appliance. 

Sometimes, they fish oth¬ 
er more unexpected objects 
out of the water, such as un¬ 
exploded munitions. 

Magnet fishing has fast be¬ 
come a popular pastime, ac¬ 
cording to public safety offi¬ 
cials, but French authorities 
have clamped down over 
fears that historical battle 
sites could still harbour ac¬ 
tive weapons. 

As in other countries, par¬ 
ticipants in France tie a sup¬ 
er magnet to a rope and 
drop it into waterways, part¬ 
ly for treasure hunting, part¬ 
ly for environmental 
reasons. 

On the banks of the Oise 
river, in a town about 75 km 
north of Paris, Owen Gres- 
sier, 20, and his three fellow 


magnet fishermen cast their 
neodymium magnets. 

After several attempts at 
their spot near a bridge in La 
Croix-Saint-Ouen, they latch 
onto something It takes a 
few minutes to haul out the 
item with the help of a grap¬ 
pling hook. A rusty, cast-iron 
pipe emerges: “Nice catch,” 
they say. It’s the best find 
that afternoon. 

“We’ve been fishing here 
for a number of years, the 
bottom (of the river) is pret¬ 
ty clean,” Gressier, a forklift 
truck operator, says. 

Driven by what he calls 
his passion for memorabilia 
related to the Second World 
War and a quest to find me¬ 
dals, military gear and other 
historical objects, Mr. Gres¬ 
sier says that he also “quick¬ 
ly realised that it was possi¬ 
ble to clean up the 
waterways”. 

In 2017, he set up a Face- 
book page, which now has 
more than 500 subscribers, 
where members share pho¬ 
tos, advice and organise out¬ 


ings. “It’s crazy everything 
you can find in the water,” 
Mr. Gressier says, listing 
anything from electric scoo¬ 
ters to traffic signs and mi¬ 
crowave ovens. 

“With a dozen people, 
you can sometimes pull out 
50 kilos of scrap metal in a 
few hours,” he adds. 

In other French regions 
too, where bloody battles 
were fought during both 
world wars, magnet fishing 
enthusiasts have discovered 
shells, ammunition and 
grenades. 

And they can still be ac¬ 
tive, warns the national pu¬ 
blic safety authority. 

Faced with the hobby’s 
rising popularity in the last 
nearly two years, including 
under the Pont des Arts ped¬ 
estrian bridge in central Pa¬ 
ris, the authority has recent¬ 
ly made police across France 
aware of the dangers. In 
May, a man was seriously in¬ 
jured after pulling out a shell 
that emitted mustard gas, in 
the Nord region. 



Desert stars 


Participants crossing the finish line in the annual Maralal Camel Derby in Maralal town, 
Samburu county, northern Kenya on Saturday. The annual camel race, now in its 30 th year, 
attracts both local and international competitors to the dusty desert town. ■ ap 


Statues of 
10 women 
unveiled in NY 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

NEW YORK 

Ten statues of famous wo¬ 
men were installed in New 
York this week as the first 
part of an international 
project by Australian ar¬ 
tists to highlight gender im¬ 
balance in monuments. 

Media mogul and talk 
show queen Oprah Win¬ 
frey, Oscar-winning actress 
Cate Blanchett and three¬ 
time Olympic gold medal¬ 
ist Gabby Douglas were 
among the personalities 
chosen by the public to be 
carved in bronze. 

The statues, which 
stand around 6.5 feet tall, 
are the work of husband- 
and-wife sculpting duo Gil¬ 
lie and Marc Schattner. 


US. artefacts hint at settlers’ epic trek 

People thrived near a river at a time when mammoths roamed the continent 



Key site: A panaromic view of Cooper's Ferry in Idaho. ■ loren davis/ap 


REUT ERS 

WASHINGTON 

Artefacts, including stone 
tools and animal bone frag¬ 
ments found in the U.S. State 
of Idaho, date back about 
16,600 years, said archaeol¬ 
ogists. The find represents 
what may be the oldest evi¬ 
dence of humans in the 
Americas and offer insight 
into the routes people took 
as they spread into the New 
World. 

Scientists said they used 
radiocarbon dating to deter¬ 
mine the age of artefacts un¬ 
earthed at an archaeological 
site called Cooper’s Ferry 
along the Salmon River in 
western Idaho near the town 
of Cottonwood. 

Ice Age landscape 

People were present there at 
a time when large expanses 
of North America were co¬ 
vered by massive ice sheets, 
and big mammals such as 
mammoths, mastodons, 
sabre-toothed cats, the giant 
short-faced bear, horses, bi¬ 


son and camels roamed the 
continent’s Ice Age land¬ 
scape. 

“The Cooper’s Ferry site 
contains the earliest radio¬ 
carbon-dated archaeological 
evidence in the Americas,” 
said Oregon State University 
anthropology professor Lo¬ 
ren Davis, who led the study 
published in the journal 
Science. 

Based on this evidence, 
people first lived at the site, 
which was situated south of 
the continental ice sheets 
present at the time, between 
about 16,600 and 15,300 
years ago and returned to 
live there multiple times un¬ 


til about 13,300 years ago, 
Ms. Davis added. 

The oldest artefacts in¬ 
cluded four sharp stone flake 
tools used for cutting and 
scraping and 43 flakes of 
stone left over from making 
stone tools, as well as animal 
bone fragments and horse 
tooth fragments. Also found 
at the site were charcoal, 
fire-cracked rock, a hearth 
and food-processing 

evidence. 

Modern humans species 
first appeared in Africa 
roughly 3,00,000 years ago 
and later trekked worldwide. 
There has been a scientific 
debate about when humans 


first entered the Americas, 
crossing the former land 
bridge that connected Sibe¬ 
ria to Alaska. 

The new findings bolster 
the hypothesis that people in 
the initial migration into the 
Americas followed a route 
down the Pacific coast rather 
than a route through an in¬ 
land ice-free corridor as 
some scientists have argued. 

“Cooper’s Ferry is located 
in the upper Columbia River 
basin. The Columbia River 
would provide the first 
Americans their first route to 
interior lands south of the 
continental ice sheets,” Ms. 
Davis said. 
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